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The 2018 Phonics Screening Check (PSC) marked a significant
point in the UK's primary education system. Many schools used
practice papers, often from publishers like Scholastic, to prepare
Year 1 children for this crucial assessment, alongside preparation
for the wider National Curriculum SATs. This article delves into the
importance of these practice papers, their role in preparing
children for the PSC and the broader SATs tests, and how teachers
and parents can effectively utilize them. We'll explore the
resources available, focusing on the benefits and challenges
associated with using 2018 PSC practice papers as part of a
comprehensive phonics learning strategy. Key areas we will cover
include the National Curriculum's phonics requirements, the format
of the 2018 PSC, and effective test preparation strategies.

Understanding the 2018 Phonics
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Screening Check and National
Curriculum SATs
The Phonics Screening Check, a statutory assessment for children
in Year 1 (age 5-6) in England, assesses their ability to decode
words using phonics. The 2018 version, like subsequent years,
involved a test booklet containing 40 words, with children having
only a few minutes to read them aloud. Success in this test is
crucial, acting as an indicator of a child's reading ability and
informing future educational support. The test directly relates to
the phonics element within the broader National Curriculum for
English, which emphasizes systematic synthetic phonics teaching.

The National Curriculum SATs (Standard Assessment Tests), while
covering a wider range of subjects, also include reading and
spelling components heavily reliant on a strong phonetic
foundation laid during Year 1. Therefore, successful preparation for
the PSC often positively impacts performance in the later SATs
tests. Many schools saw the 2018 PSC practice papers, particularly
those from reputable publishers like Scholastic, as valuable tools in
bridging the gap between classroom learning and the actual
assessment.

Benefits of Using 2018 Phonics
Screening Check Practice Papers
Using practice papers, especially those aligned with the 2018 PSC
format, offers several key advantages:

Familiarization with the Format: The 2018 PSC practice
papers replicate the structure and style of the actual test,
reducing test anxiety by familiarizing children with the type
of questions and the pace of the assessment. This "practice
makes perfect" approach helps children feel more confident
and prepared.

Identifying Strengths and Weaknesses: By analyzing a
child's performance on practice papers, teachers and parents
can pinpoint specific areas where the child excels or
struggles. This allows for targeted intervention and
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personalized learning support. For example, if a child
consistently misreads words with consonant digraphs (like
'sh' or 'ch'), extra practice on those sounds can be
implemented.

Developing Test-Taking Skills: The act of completing
practice papers helps children develop essential test-taking
strategies, such as pacing themselves, managing time
effectively, and understanding the instructions. These skills
are transferable beyond the PSC and are beneficial for future
assessments.

Boosting Confidence and Motivation: Successful
completion of practice papers can significantly boost a child's
confidence and motivate them to continue learning and
practicing phonics. Positive reinforcement through practice
papers is a powerful tool in fostering a positive attitude
towards reading.

Alignment with the National Curriculum: Reputable
publishers like Scholastic design their practice papers to
align closely with the National Curriculum's phonics
requirements, ensuring that the practice directly supports
classroom learning and addresses the specific skills tested in
the PSC.

Effective Usage of 2018 Phonics
Screening Check Practice Papers (and
beyond)
Simply giving a child a practice paper isn't enough. Effective usage
requires a structured approach:

Regular, Spaced Practice: Instead of cramming,
incorporate practice papers into the regular learning
schedule. Short, frequent sessions are more effective than
long, infrequent ones.

Focus on Feedback: Provide constructive feedback after
each practice session. Don't just mark right or wrong; discuss
the reasons behind incorrect answers and provide strategies
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for improvement.

Differentiated Instruction: Practice papers should be
tailored to the individual child's needs. Some children may
need more practice with simple words, while others may
require more challenging words or those involving complex
phonetic patterns.

Integration with Classroom Learning: Practice papers
should complement, not replace, classroom instruction. They
should be used as a tool to reinforce learning and track
progress.

Variety of Resources: Don't solely rely on 2018 papers.
Utilize current resources and other materials to keep practice
engaging and relevant to the evolving curriculum and
assessment expectations.

Challenges and Considerations
While practice papers are beneficial, several challenges need
addressing:

Potential for Anxiety: Overuse or pressure associated with
practice papers can lead to test anxiety in some children. It's
vital to maintain a supportive and encouraging environment.

Limited Scope: Practice papers only assess a limited range
of phonics skills. A holistic approach incorporating diverse
reading activities and games is essential for comprehensive
phonics development.

Access and Equity: Ensuring all children have access to
appropriate resources and support, regardless of their
background or learning needs, is paramount for fair and
equitable assessment preparation.

Conclusion
2018 Phonics Screening Check practice papers, particularly those
from publishers like Scholastic, served as valuable resources for
preparing Year 1 children for this important assessment and
contributed to their readiness for the wider National Curriculum
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SATs. However, their effective use requires a strategic approach
that considers individual needs, integrates with classroom learning,
and avoids creating undue stress. By using practice papers
alongside a balanced and engaging phonics learning program,
educators and parents can play a crucial role in fostering a child's
literacy development and setting them up for success in their
academic journey.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Are 2018 Phonics Screening Check papers still
relevant?

A1: While the specific format of the PSC may evolve slightly year to
year, the fundamental phonics skills tested remain consistent.
2018 papers can still provide valuable practice in understanding
the test structure and the types of words children are expected to
decode. However, supplementing with more recent materials is
advisable to ensure complete alignment with current expectations.

Q2: Where can I find 2018 Phonics Screening Check practice
papers?

A2: Several publishers, including Scholastic, offer resources online
and in print. You can also find sample papers and resources from
educational websites and online stores specializing in primary
school resources. It’s crucial to verify the publisher's reliability and
alignment with the National Curriculum.

Q3: How many practice papers should a child complete?

A3: There's no magic number. The focus should be on quality over
quantity. Regular, shorter sessions with focused feedback are more
effective than completing many papers haphazardly. Observe the
child's progress and adjust the frequency accordingly.

Q4: What should I do if my child struggles with the practice
papers?

A4: Don't panic. Identify the specific areas where your child is
struggling (e.g., digraphs, blends, tricky words). Work on these
areas using targeted phonics activities and games, and seek
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support from their teacher if needed. Focus on building confidence
and fostering a positive attitude towards reading.

Q5: Can practice papers replace actual phonics teaching?

A5: Absolutely not. Practice papers are a supplementary tool, not a
replacement for comprehensive phonics instruction in the
classroom. They are most effective when used to reinforce and
assess learning, not as the primary method of teaching.

Q6: Are there free resources available for phonics practice?

A6: Yes, many free resources are available online, including
websites, apps, and printable worksheets. However, carefully
evaluate the quality and alignment with the National Curriculum
before using them.

Q7: How can I help my child manage test anxiety related to
practice papers?

A7: Create a relaxed and supportive environment during practice
sessions. Focus on celebrating effort and progress rather than
solely on results. Use positive reinforcement and encourage them
to ask questions if they feel unsure.

Q8: What is the relationship between the Phonics
Screening Check and the KS1 SATs?

A8: A strong foundation in phonics, as assessed by the PSC,
directly impacts a child’s performance in the reading and spelling
components of the KS1 SATs. Success in the PSC often indicates a
greater likelihood of success in the later SATs. Therefore, effective
preparation for the PSC contributes significantly to overall literacy
development and performance in subsequent assessments.

Decoding the 2018 Phonics Screening
Check: A Comprehensive Guide to
Practice Papers and National
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Curriculum Assessments
The period 2018 marked a significant point in the journey of
English primary learning. That year, the Phonics Screening Check
(PSC) became a key component of the National Curriculum
assessments for small learners in Year 1. This article delves into
the importance of the 2018 PSC practice papers, their purpose in
getting ready students for the genuine assessments, and how they
match with the broader National Curriculum standards for phonics
teaching. We'll investigate how scholastic resources, particularly
practice papers, help both educators and students in achieving
mastery in phonics.

The Phonics Screening Check, administered to six-year-olds in
England, is designed to measure their capacity to decode words
using their knowledge of phonics. This assessment is not about
comprehension or reading fluency, but rather the basic skill of
breaking down words into their constituent sounds (phonemes) and
blending these sounds to produce the word's pronunciation. The
test itself involves a variety of words, carefully picked to gauge a
broad spectrum of phonetic structures.

The availability of 2018 PSC practice papers from reputable
publishers like Scholastic is invaluable. These practice papers
mirror the format and challenge of the real assessment, providing
students with a valuable opportunity to familiarize themselves with
the procedure. Furthermore, they allow educators to spot any gaps
in a student's understanding and tailor their education accordingly.

These practice papers often include a range of exercises, including:

Word reading: Students are given with a list of words and
asked to pronounce them aloud.
Pseudo-word reading: This section tests a student's ability
to interpret unfamiliar words based solely on their knowledge
of phonics. Pseudo-words are invented words that follow the
rules of English phonetics.
Consonant-vowel-consonant (CVC) words: These are
simple words comprised of a consonant, a vowel, and a
consonant (e.g., cat, dog, sun). Their appearance helps in
assessing foundational phonetic abilities.
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More intricate word patterns: As the difficulty escalates,
students are exposed to words with additional complex
phonetic patterns, such as consonant blends and digraphs
(e.g., "street," "ship," "throne").

By regularly utilizing these practice papers, students obtain self-
assurance and knowledge with the format and requirements of the
PSC. They also develop their pace and precision in decoding words.
Teachers can use the results of these practice sessions to guide
their teaching and provide specific assistance to students who
require it.

The link between the 2018 PSC practice papers and the broader
National Curriculum for English is apparent. The PSC acts as a
indicator of a student's progress in phonics, a essential building
block for reading. The National Curriculum outlines detailed
requirements for phonics education at each level of primary
education, and the PSC shows these expectations.

Effectively using the 2018 PSC practice papers requires a
systematic method. This includes regular practice sessions,
positive feedback from educators, and a emphasis on identifying
and addressing individual student requirements. The overall
objective is not simply to achieve a passing grade on the PSC, but
to foster a enthusiasm for reading and a robust foundation in
phonics for future scholarly achievement.

In conclusion, the 2018 Phonics Screening Check practice papers
are an precious resource for both teachers and students. They offer
a useful means of getting ready for the assessment, identifying
areas for enhancement, and strengthening fundamental phonics
skills. Their alignment with the National Curriculum ensures that
they contribute to the overall objective of developing strong
reading skills skills in small learners.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Are 2018 PSC practice papers still relevant?

A1: While the specific papers are from 2018, the core phonics skills
assessed remain consistent. Using them offers valuable practice in
the test format and style.



2018 Phonics Screening Check Practice Papers Scholastic National
Curriculum Sats National Curriculum Sats Tests

2018 Phonics Screening Check Practice Papers Scholastic National Curriculum Sats
National Curriculum Sats Tests

9

Q2: Where can I find 2018 PSC practice papers?

A2: Reputable educational publishers like Scholastic often offer
such resources, either online or in print. Your school may also have
access to them.

Q3: How often should students practice with these papers?

A3: Regular, short practice sessions are more effective than
infrequent, lengthy ones. Frequency should be tailored to
individual student needs and progress.

Q4: What should I do if my child struggles with the practice
papers?

A4: Focus on the specific areas where your child is struggling. Seek
help from their teacher to identify the root cause and implement
targeted interventions.
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