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The economic miracle of post-war West Germany masked a simmering discontent, particularly among radical student
movements and leftist groups during the 1960s. This period witnessed a profound engagement with Third World
liberation struggles, challenging the established order and forging a complex relationship between West German
identity, Cold War politics, and the burgeoning anti-imperialist sentiment. This article delves into the multifaceted
perspectives of West German radicals concerning foreign policy and their solidarity with Third World movements,
exploring themes of anti-imperialism, decolonization, and the legacy of Nazi Germany's colonial past. We will also
examine the specific strategies and ideologies employed by these groups, analyzing their impact on West German
society and the global anti-colonial movement.

The Rise of Anti-Imperialist Sentiment in West Germany

The 1960s witnessed a global surge in anti-colonial movements, significantly influencing the intellectual and political
landscape of West Germany. While the post-war Wirtschaftswunder (economic miracle) fostered a sense of national
pride, it also highlighted the country's economic dependence on former colonies and its own problematic colonial past.
The legacy of Nazi atrocities further complicated this relationship, forcing a reckoning with Germany's role in the
exploitation of other nations. This context fueled a burgeoning anti-imperialist movement within West Germany,
drawing strength from the student protests of 1968 and the broader New Left.

Several factors contributed to this rise in anti-imperialist sentiment:

e The Vietnam War: The US involvement in Vietham became a potent symbol of neo-colonialism, galvanizing
radical opposition within West Germany. Many saw parallels between American actions and the historical injustices
perpetrated by colonial powers.

* Decolonization in Africa and Asia: The successful independence movements in Africa and Asia inspired West
German radicals. They viewed these movements as models for challenging established power structures and
fighting for self-determination.

* The legacy of German colonialism: While brief and relatively less extensive than other European colonial
empires, Germany's colonial past in Southwest Africa (present-day Namibia) and other territories became a source
of critical reflection and self-examination within the anti-imperialist movement. This self-criticism was essential to
forging a new national identity that rejected the brutality of the past.

Solidarity with Third World Liberation Movements: Strategies and
Ideologies

West German radicals actively sought solidarity with Third World liberation movements, employing a variety of
strategies. This support was not monolithic; it encompassed a diverse range of groups with differing ideologies,
including:

e Marxist-Leninist groups: These groups often viewed the Third World struggles through the lens of Marxist-
Leninist analysis, emphasizing class struggle and the need for revolutionary change. They saw the liberation
movements as part of a global anti-capitalist struggle.

e Student activist groups: University students played a crucial role in supporting Third World movements,
organizing demonstrations, fundraising, and disseminating information about struggles in countries such as
Vietnam, Algeria, and Palestine. This involved actively challenging the West German government's foreign policy
stance.

» Religious groups: Some religious organizations, particularly within the Protestant church, offered significant
support to liberation movements, highlighting the moral imperative of challenging injustice and oppression.

Their methods included:

 Direct support: Providing financial and material aid to liberation movements.

e Political activism: Organizing protests and demonstrations against West German foreign policy and the actions
of multinational corporations in the Third World.

e Information dissemination: Publishing pamphlets, articles, and books that highlighted the struggles of
oppressed peoples and challenged dominant narratives.

This engagement wasn't without its internal contradictions. Debates within the radical movement often revolved around
the nature of support, the legitimacy of various liberation movements, and the potential for manipulation by external
actors.
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The Role of the West German State and the Cold War Context

The West German government's response to the growing anti-imperialist movement was complex and often
contradictory. While committed to maintaining close ties with the United States and other Western powers, the
government also sought to project an image of progressive modernization and international cooperation. This created
space for some level of activism, but the government simultaneously acted to suppress activities deemed subversive or
threatening to national security. The Cold War context further complicated the situation, with accusations of communist
infiltration and manipulation regularly leveled against radical groups.

The government's foreign policy, heavily influenced by Cold War alliances, often clashed with the ideals and actions of
the anti-imperialist movement. This tension shaped the public discourse and fueled the internal debates within West
German society. The close relationship with the US, perceived as a supporter of oppressive regimes in the Third World,
became a central point of contention.

Legacy and Lasting Impact

The radical engagement with Third World politics in 1960s West Germany left a significant legacy. It helped shape the
development of alternative foreign policy perspectives, challenging the dominant paradigm and raising critical
awareness of global inequalities. The movement also played a key role in shaping a more critical and self-reflective
understanding of Germany's own history and its place in the world. The activism of these groups, while perhaps not
always achieving their immediate goals, had a long-term effect on West German consciousness and laid the groundwork
for future engagement with global justice issues.

Conclusion

The engagement of West German radicals with Third World politics during the 1960s represented a crucial moment in
the nation’s post-war history. By actively challenging established power structures and forging alliances with liberation
movements across the globe, these groups forced a critical reassessment of West Germany's identity, foreign policy, and
its place within the international order. Their legacy continues to inform debates on anti-imperialism, global justice, and
the complexities of historical reconciliation. The multifaceted nature of their activism, encompassing diverse ideologies
and strategies, reveals the dynamism and internal contradictions within the movement itself.

FAQ

Q1: How did the German colonial past influence the radical perspectives on Third World politics?

Al: Germany's relatively short but brutal colonial past, especially in Namibia, became a key point of self-critique within
the radical movement. The atrocities committed during this period served as a stark reminder of the destructive nature
of colonialism and fueled a stronger commitment to supporting anti-colonial struggles elsewhere. This self-reflection was
crucial in distinguishing themselves from the colonial past and forging a new national identity.

Q2: What were the main ideological differences within the West German anti-imperialist movement?

A2: The movement was ideologically diverse. While a common thread was anti-imperialism, some groups were
predominantly Marxist-Leninist, focusing on class struggle and the overthrow of capitalist systems. Others had more
humanist or religious motivations, emphasizing universal human rights and justice. These differences sometimes led to
internal conflicts and disagreements about strategy.

Q3: How did the Cold War context shape the actions and reception of the movement?

A3: The Cold War profoundly impacted the movement. The West German government, aligned with the West, often
viewed radical groups with suspicion, fearing communist infiltration. This led to surveillance, repression, and limitations
on their activities. The accusation of being communist was a powerful tool used to discredit these groups. Conversely,
some groups received tacit or explicit support from Eastern Bloc countries.

Q4: What were the main strategies employed by West German radicals to support Third World movements?

A4: Strategies included direct financial and material support, political activism (demonstrations, protests, lobbying),
information dissemination (publishing pamphlets, organizing lectures), and building international networks with other
anti-imperialist groups.

Q5: What was the impact of the student movement of 1968 on the engagement with Third World politics?

A5: The 1968 student movement played a crucial role in energizing and expanding the engagement with Third World
politics. Students formed many of the most active groups, creating a wider base for activism and making the issues of
anti-imperialism and decolonization more prominent in West German society.

Q6: What lasting impact did this period of radical engagement have on West Germany?

A6: The movement profoundly influenced the development of alternative foreign policy perspectives in West Germany,
fostering a more critical and self-reflective understanding of the country's own history and global responsibilities. It
helped pave the way for future engagement with global justice issues and contributed to a growing awareness of global
inequalities.
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Q7: Were there any significant limitations or criticisms of the West German radical movement's approach to
Third World solidarity?

A7: Yes, criticisms included potential for romanticizing or idealizing certain liberation movements, overlooking internal
conflicts within these movements, and a lack of meaningful engagement with the perspectives and agency of the people
in the Third World themselves. Some also criticized a tendency towards paternalism.

Q8: How can we further study this topic?

A8: Further research can involve examining archival materials from West German universities, political parties, and
churches. Analyzing contemporary publications, pamphlets, and manifestos from the period is also crucial. Academic
studies on the German student movement, anti-imperialist movements, and the Cold War in West Germany would offer
further insight. Comparative studies with similar movements in other Western European countries would provide
valuable context.

Foreign Front Third World Politics in Sixties West Germany: Radical
Perspectives

The period of the 1960s in West Germany witnessed a significant change in political understanding, particularly
regarding the nation's relationship with the developing world. While the prevailing narrative emphasized economic
growth and integration into the Western bloc, a vibrant alternative emerged from radical movements that profoundly
challenged West Germany's position on the global stage and its complex past. This article will examine the manifold
perspectives of these radical groups, focusing on their participation with Third World politics and their impact on the
broader political environment of the time.

The post-war rehabilitation of West Germany, driven by the "Wirtschaftswunder" (economic miracle), created a sense of
prosperity and stability. However, this monetary success was inextricably linked to the country's continued reliance on
the United States and its global policy. This dependence, coupled with the lingering stain of Nazi Germany's colonial past
and its complicity in the Holocaust, fuelled condemnation from radical groups. They asserted that West Germany's
search of economic prosperity came at the price of continued neo-colonial behaviors and a lack to acknowledge its duty
in global injustices.

Several distinct currents of radical thought shaped the participation with Third World politics. The New Left, drawing
inspiration from thinkers like Herbert Marcuse and the Frankfurt School, questioned the inherent inconsistencies of
capitalism and its global development. They perceived the struggles of newly independent nations as deeply connected
to the systemic suppression at the heart of capitalist societies. Groups like the "SDS" (Sozialistischer Deutscher
Studentenbund - Socialist German Student Federation) energetically championed anti-colonial movements and
denounced Western interventionism, often engaging in protests and demonstrations against US involvement in Vietnam.

Another key strand of radical thought emerged from the anti-colonial movements within West Germany itself. These
campaigns often drew connections between the historical oppression experienced by colonized peoples and the
experiences of marginalized groups within West German society, like foreign workers and the laboring class. This
understanding highlighted the interconnectedness of various forms of subjugation and emphasized the need for unity
across borders and social layers. Groups within this tradition often focused on creating partnerships with Third World
campaigners and organizations, providing aid in the form of economic resources, political defense, and solidarity
campaigns.

Furthermore, the past of Nazi Germany's colonial past played a crucial part in shaping these radical perspectives. While
the official post-war account downplayed or ignored this history, radical groups actively looked for to retrieve and
reassess it. This involved examining Germany's role in the exploitation and suppression of colonized populations, and
challenging the dominant story that presented West Germany as a victim of Nazism rather than an integral player in the
global system of imperial authority.

The impact of these radical views on West German policy was substantial, although not always directly visible. They
helped to a expanding awareness of global injustices and the link of social struggles. This awareness fueled discussions
on development assistance, foreign politics, and Germany's connection with the emerging world. While they did not
overturn the current political system, they played a crucial role in shaping a more critical story surrounding West
Germany's role in the world.

In conclusion, the radical opinions on Third World politics in 1960s West Germany represent a engrossing and
complicated chapter in the nation's post-war legacy. By challenging the predominant account and emphasizing the
interconnectedness of global struggles, these groups imparted an enduring influence on political consciousness and the
evolution of a more analytical engagement with global issues. Their efforts remind us of the importance of continuously
examining our connection to the global community and tackling the inherent injustices that continue to shape our world
today.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. What were the main criticisms of West Germany's foreign policy from radical groups? Radical groups
criticized West Germany's alignment with the US, its economic exploitation of developing nations, and its failure to
confront its Nazi past and its role in colonialism.

2. How did the student movement contribute to these radical perspectives? The SDS and other student groups
actively supported anti-colonial movements, protested US interventionism, and linked domestic social inequalities to
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global injustices.

3. What was the lasting impact of these radical perspectives? While they didn't fundamentally change West
German foreign policy, these perspectives fostered greater critical awareness of global issues and contributed to a more
nuanced discourse on Germany's role in the world.

4. How did these radical groups interact with Third World activists? Many groups built alliances with Third World
activists and organizations, offering financial support, political advocacy, and solidarity campaigns.

5. Did these radical perspectives influence West Germany’s development aid policies? While not directly
leading to revolutionary changes, the pressure from these groups contributed to a more critical and, in some cases, more
socially conscious approach towards development aid.
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