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1968 XLH Service Manual: Your Guide to
Maintaining a Classic Harley-Davidson

The roar of a classic Harley-Davidson, the feel of the wind in your hair - owning a vintage
motorcycle is a dream for many. But keeping that dream alive requires diligent maintenance, and
for a 1968 XLH Sportster, that means having the right tools and information at your fingertips. This
article delves into the importance of a 1968 XLH service manual, exploring its features, benefits,
and how to best utilize it to keep your iconic machine running smoothly. We'll also cover common
troubleshooting issues, parts sourcing for your 1968 XLH parts, and the value of investing in a
reliable workshop manual.

Understanding the Value of a 1968 XLH Service Manual

A 1968 XLH service manual isn't just a collection of pages; it's your bible for maintaining your
classic Harley. This comprehensive document provides detailed instructions, diagrams, and
specifications for every aspect of your motorcycle, from routine maintenance like oil changes and
carburetor adjustments to more complex repairs. Unlike generic repair guides, a dedicated 1968
XLH manual accounts for the specific nuances and intricacies of that particular model year, making
it invaluable for accurate and effective repairs. Owning this manual is an investment in preserving
your motorcycle's value and ensuring its longevity. It represents a tangible link to the history and
craftsmanship of these iconic machines.

Features and Benefits of Using a 1968 XLH Workshop
Manual

The benefits of using a genuine 1968 XLH repair manual extend far beyond simply fixing a
problem. Here are some key advantages:

» Detailed Diagrams and Illustrations: These visually explain complex systems and
components, making even challenging tasks easier to understand. You can visually trace
wiring harnesses, identify specific engine parts, and grasp the overall mechanical layout of
your bike.

» Step-by-Step Instructions: Clear, concise instructions guide you through each repair or
maintenance procedure, minimizing the risk of errors and damage. This is particularly crucial
for delicate components.

e Torque Specifications: Proper torque is vital for preventing damage to engine components
and ensuring reliable performance. The manual provides precise torque values for all
fasteners, eliminating guesswork.

e Wiring Diagrams (Electrical System): The electrical system of a motorcycle can be
complex. The manual's detailed wiring diagrams make troubleshooting electrical issues
significantly easier. This is especially helpful with older bikes where wire degradation is a
possibility.

» Parts Lists and Specifications: Accurate parts lists and specifications are essential for
ordering replacement parts. The manual ensures you get the correct parts for your 1968 XLH,
avoiding compatibility issues.

Using Your 1968 XLH Service Manual Effectively

Effectively utilizing your 1968 XLH owner's manual and service manual requires a systematic
approach:
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e Familiarize Yourself with the Manual's Structure: Spend time browsing the table of
contents and index to understand the layout and quickly locate specific information.

» Gather Necessary Tools: Before starting any repair, gather all the tools listed in the
manual to avoid interruptions. Having a well-stocked toolbox is essential for any serious
motorcycle maintenance.

* Follow Instructions Carefully: meticulously follow the steps outlined in the manual.
Rushing can lead to mistakes and potentially damage your motorcycle.

e Take Your Time: Motorcycle maintenance is not a race. Allow ample time for each task, and
don't hesitate to take breaks when needed.

e Safety First: Always prioritize safety. Wear appropriate protective gear, such as gloves and
eye protection.

Sourcing a 1968 XLH Service Manual and Related Parts

Finding a reliable 1968 XLH service manual might require some searching. Online marketplaces
like eBay often have used copies, but ensure you're purchasing a complete and legible manual.
Reputable motorcycle parts suppliers often sell reproduction manuals, ensuring access even if
original copies are scarce. Similarly, sourcing genuine 1968 XLH parts might require contacting
specialized vintage motorcycle parts suppliers or online communities dedicated to classic Harley-
Davidsons. These communities are invaluable for finding rare or discontinued parts and advice on
restoration.

Conclusion

Investing in a 1968 XLH service manual is a wise decision for any owner of this classic Harley-
Davidson. It provides the knowledge and guidance necessary for proper maintenance and repair,
extending the life and value of your motorcycle. The detailed information within the manual
empowers you to perform routine checks, troubleshoot issues, and even tackle more substantial
repairs with confidence. Remember, preventative maintenance and careful attention to detail,
guided by your service manual, will keep your 1968 XLH roaring down the road for years to come.

FAQ
Q1l: Where can | find a 1968 XLH service manual?

Al: You can find 1968 XLH service manuals through online retailers like eBay, Amazon, or
specialized motorcycle parts suppliers. You might also find digital versions or scans through online
forums or communities dedicated to classic Harley-Davidsons. Be cautious of low-quality or
incomplete copies. Consider the condition and completeness of the manual before purchasing.

Q2: Is it necessary to have a manual for routine maintenance?

A2: While basic maintenance like oil changes might seem straightforward, a manual offers precise
instructions and torque specifications, crucial for preventing damage. It also details the proper
procedures for checking other vital systems, ensuring everything remains in optimal condition.

Q3: Can | use a general Harley-Davidson service manual instead of a 1968 XLH-specific
one?

A3: While some general manuals might offer some overlapping information, a 1968 XLH-specific
manual is far more accurate and detailed. The specifications and procedures vary significantly
across model years, so using a general manual could lead to errors or damage.

Q4: What if | can't find a specific part for my 1968 XLH?

A4: Online forums and communities dedicated to classic Harleys are invaluable resources.
Members often share sources for hard-to-find parts or offer advice on finding suitable alternatives.
You might also consider contacting specialized vintage motorcycle parts suppliers.
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Q5: How often should | consult the service manual?

A5: Regularly consult your service manual for routine maintenance schedules outlined in the
maintenance sections. Whenever you encounter a problem, use it to diagnose the issue and guide
your repairs. Familiarize yourself with the manual's content even when not directly performing
maintenance.

Q6: Are there any online resources that complement the service manual?

A6: Yes, many online forums, YouTube channels, and websites dedicated to classic Harley-
Davidsons offer supplemental information, repair tips, and community support. These can be
excellent resources for additional guidance or troubleshooting advice.

Q7: Can | download a free digital copy of a 1968 XLH service manual?

A7: While you might find scanned copies online, downloading copyrighted material without
permission is illegal. It's best to purchase a legitimate copy from a reputable source to ensure you
have an accurate and complete manual.

Q8: Is it worth the investment to purchase a 1968 XLH service manual?

A8: Absolutely. The cost of a 1968 XLH service manual is a small investment compared to the
potential cost of costly repairs resulting from improper maintenance or incorrect repairs. The peace
of mind and knowledge provided by having this resource on hand is invaluable.

Decoding the Mysteries: Your Guide to the 1968 XLH
Service Manual

The era 1968 marked a significant moment in motorcycle annals, and the Harley-Davidson XLH
occupied a special standing within that account. For fans seeking to understand the subtleties of
this renowned machine, the 1968 XLH service manual serves as an indispensable resource. This
document isn't just a compilation of instructions; it's a glimpse into the mechanical heart of a
timeless motorcycle. This paper will investigate the value and contents of this valued manual,
providing insights for both beginners and experienced mechanics similarly.

The 1968 XLH service manual varies from modern equivalents in numerous key ways. While
today's manuals often depend heavily on online formats and intricate diagrams, the 1968 version
typically presents details in a more uncomplicated and text-heavy style. This doesn't necessarily
imply a lack of information; instead, it demonstrates the technology and conventions of the epoch.
Anticipate detailed chronological procedures for every facet of repair, from basic tune-ups to more
complex powerplant overhauls.

The manual's arrangement is typically logical, allowing users to quickly locate the details they
seek. Chapters are committed to specific assemblies, such as the powertrain, gearbox, electrical
network, retardation system, and combustion unit. Each part offers a abundance of technical
characteristics, drawings, and detailed views to assist comprehension.

One particularly valuable aspect of the 1968 XLH service manual is its emphasis on
troubleshooting. The manual frequently presents thorough diagrams and troubleshooting strategies
to aid technicians pinpoint the root of electrical problems. This practical method is invaluable for
both amateur and professional mechanics.

Beyond its engineering content, the 1968 XLH service manual offers a fascinating view into the
vehicle technology of the end 1960s. The handbook exposes the simplicity and robustness of the
architecture, highlighting the importance of practical expertise. It serves as a testament to the
expertise and inventiveness of the era.

For those searching to rebuild a 1968 XLH, the service manual is necessary. It's a important
companion throughout the complete method, directing mechanics through each phase. However,
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remember that the manual must be utilized in conjunction with further resources, such as
schematic drawings, pieces inventories, and perhaps the assistance of experienced mechanics.

In conclusion, the 1968 XLH service manual is much more than just a group of guidelines. It's a
chronological artifact, a mechanical manual, and a useful tool for anyone desiring to understand or
restore this famous motorcycle. Its detailed guidance and problem-solving parts make it an
essential resource for as well as beginner and advanced mechanics.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Where can | locate a 1968 XLH service manual? You can often discover copies virtually
through auction venues, classic motorcycle parts vendors, or niche booksellers.

2. Is the manual straightforward to understand? While the language is relatively simple,
some technical understanding is helpful. However, the thorough instructions and diagrams make it
comprehensible to a broad range of readers.

3. Are there some alternatives to the original manual? Yes, many online sources, groups,
and platforms devote to Harley-Davidson repair. However, the original manual remains the most
trustworthy reference.

4. What tools will | want to use the manual effectively? Beyond the manual itself, you'll likely
require basic mechanical tools, along with fitting protective equipment. The specific tools differ
depending on the repair task.
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