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2003  Acura  TL  Type-S  Manual
Transmission:  A  Driver's  Dream
Revisited
The 2003 Acura TL Type-S with its manual transmission represents a sweet
spot for automotive enthusiasts. Blending sharp handling, a potent engine,
and the engaging experience of  a  manual  gearbox,  this  car  offers  a  driving
dynamic rarely found in modern vehicles. This article dives deep into the
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features, performance, maintenance, and overall appeal of this sought-after
classic, exploring its lasting legacy and why it remains a desirable machine
for  many.  We'll  cover  topics  such  as  Acura  TL  Type-S  performance,
manual transmission maintenance, 2003 Acura TL Type-S reliability,
and the 2003 Acura TL Type-S value.

Performance and Handling: The Thrill of the
Stick
The heart of the 2003 Acura TL Type-S is its 3.2-liter VTEC V6 engine. This
powerhouse delivers a satisfying 260 horsepower and 225 lb-ft of torque,
making  for  brisk  acceleration  and  confident  highway  merging.  The  power,
however, isn't just about raw numbers; it’s the way it's delivered. The VTEC
system's smooth transition between power bands and the responsive throttle
make the driving experience engaging and rewarding. Coupled with the six-
speed  manual  transmission,  this  car  offers  a  level  of  driver  involvement
that’s  largely  absent  in  today's  predominantly  automatic-transmission
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market.

The precise shifting action of the manual gearbox is a highlight. Each gear
change feels substantial and mechanical, reinforcing the driver's connection
to the vehicle.  This engagement extends to the steering, which provides
excellent  feedback  and allows  for  accurate  placement  on  the  road.  The
suspension, while firm, provides a well-balanced ride, comfortable enough for
daily driving yet capable of handling spirited maneuvers. The overall package
is  a  finely  tuned  machine  designed  for  those  who  appreciate  the  art  of
driving.  This  is  not  just  transportation;  it's  a  driving  experience.  Many
enthusiasts  consider  the  Acura  TL  Type-S  performance  a  defining
characteristic  of  the  model.

### Handling and Cornering Capabilities

The 2003 Acura  TL  Type-S  showcases  excellent  handling  characteristics,
thanks  in  part  to  its  sophisticated  suspension  system  and  responsive
steering. It excels in cornering, maintaining a flat and stable posture, even at



2003 Acura Tl Type S Manual Transmission
4

higher speeds. This makes it a fun and rewarding car to drive on winding
roads, offering a level of control that many modern cars lack.

Maintenance  and  Reliability:  Keeping  the
Beast Running
Like  any  performance  car,  the  2003  Acura  TL  Type-S  requires  regular
maintenance  to  ensure  its  longevity  and  optimal  performance.  While
generally  reliable,  certain  components  may  require  more  attention  than
others. Regular oil changes, using the correct weight and type of oil specified
by Acura, are crucial. The timing belt should be inspected and replaced at the
recommended intervals to avoid catastrophic engine failure. Brake pad and
rotor replacement will also be necessary, as with any vehicle. Paying close
attention to  the clutch is  critical  in  a  manual  transmission car;  signs of
slippage should be addressed promptly to avoid costly repairs.

Proper  manual  transmission  maintenance  is  paramount  to  the  car's
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reliability. This includes regular fluid changes using the correct specifications,
inspecting the clutch for  wear and tear,  and monitoring for  any unusual
noises or vibrations. Neglecting these aspects can lead to premature wear
and tear, potentially resulting in expensive repairs.

### Long-Term Ownership Considerations

While the 2003 Acura TL Type-S is a reliable vehicle, its age means potential
issues may arise.  Finding a well-maintained example with a documented
service history is crucial for mitigating future problems. Factors like previous
owner  care  and  overall  mileage  will  play  a  significant  role  in  the  long-term
reliability of the vehicle. Considering potential repairs and maintenance costs
is essential before purchasing one of these classics. Many owners cite the
2003 Acura TL Type-S reliability as surprisingly good for a performance
car of its age.
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The  Value  Proposition:  A  Classic  in  the
Making
The 2003 Acura TL Type-S represents exceptional value for its performance
and features. Its combination of a powerful engine, precise handling, and the
engaging  manual  transmission  is  a  rare  find  in  the  modern  automotive
landscape. The car holds a special place in the hearts of many automotive
enthusiasts,  and  its  relatively  affordable  price  point  compared  to  newer
sports  sedans  makes  it  an  attractive  option.  The  rarity  of  the  manual
transmission further enhances its value and desirability among collectors and
enthusiasts. While finding pristine examples can be challenging, the potential
rewards of ownership far outweigh the search. Considering the 2003 Acura
TL Type-S value, both financially and experientially, makes it a compelling
choice for the right buyer.
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Conclusion: A Timeless Driving Experience
The 2003 Acura TL Type-S manual transmission is more than just a car; it's a
driving experience. Its blend of performance, handling, and the engagement
offered  by  the  manual  gearbox  creates  a  connection  between  driver  and
machine  that's  rare  in  today's  automotive  world.  While  maintaining  one
requires diligent care,  the rewards of  ownership are substantial.  The car
represents a unique blend of style,  performance, and value, making it  a
compelling choice for enthusiasts seeking a thrilling and rewarding driving
experience.

FAQ:
Q1: What are the common problems associated with the 2003 Acura
TL Type-S manual transmission?

A1: Common issues can include clutch wear (especially with spirited driving),
leaks in the transmission seals, and potential issues with the shift linkage.



2003 Acura Tl Type S Manual Transmission
8

Regular  maintenance,  including  fluid  changes  and  inspections,  can  help
mitigate  these  problems.

Q2: How does the 2003 Acura TL Type-S's fuel economy compare to
its contemporaries?

A2:  Fuel  economy  isn't  its  strong  suit;  expect  less  impressive  figures
compared to contemporary fuel-efficient vehicles. However, the performance
makes up for this compromise for many owners.

Q3: Is the 2003 Acura TL Type-S a good car for daily driving?

A3:  While  it’s  a  capable  daily  driver,  the  firm  suspension  can  make  it  less
comfortable over long distances compared to some other sedans.

Q4: How difficult is it to find parts for a 2003 Acura TL Type-S?

A4: Many parts are still readily available through Acura dealers and reputable
online parts suppliers,  though some specialized performance components
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might require more searching.

Q5:  Are  there  any  notable  modifications  or  upgrades  commonly
performed  on  the  2003  Acura  TL  Type-S?

A5: Common upgrades include performance exhaust systems, suspension
tweaks, and cold air intakes. However, always research compatibility before
purchasing aftermarket parts.

Q6: What is the resale value of a well-maintained 2003 Acura TL
Type-S manual transmission?

A6:  Resale  value  varies  based  on  condition,  mileage,  and  overall
maintenance history. However, its desirability among enthusiasts generally
commands a higher resale value than similarly aged competitors.

Q7: How does the 2003 Acura TL Type-S compare to its competitors
from the same era, such as the BMW 3-Series or Infiniti G35?
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A7: The TL Type-S often gets praise for  its  balance of  performance and
luxury, perhaps sitting between the sportier BMW and the more luxurious
Infiniti in terms of overall character.

Q8:  Where  can  I  find  more  information  and  resources  for  the  2003
Acura TL Type-S?

A8:  Online forums dedicated to  Acura vehicles,  enthusiast  websites,  and
repair  manuals  are  excellent  resources  for  finding  information  on
maintenance,  modifications,  and  troubleshooting.

The  2003  Acura  TL  Type-S  Manual
Transmission: A Classic Driving Experience
The 2003 Acura TL Type-S with a manual transmission represents a unique
moment  in  automotive  history.  It's  a  vehicle  that  ideally  combines
performance, luxury, and a driving engagement that's become increasingly
scarce  in  the  modern  era.  This  article  will  examine  the  details  of  this
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outstanding  machine,  highlighting  its  key  features,  performance
characteristics,  and  lasting  influence.

The heart of the 2003 TL Type-S is undoubtedly its robust 3.2-liter VTEC V6
engine. This powerplant produced a healthy 260 horsepower and 229 lb-ft of
torque, figures that were substantial for its time. Unlike many contemporary
luxury  sedans  that  opted  for  automatic  transmissions,  the  Type-S  offered  a
six-speed  manual  gearbox,  providing  a  level  of  driver  engagement  that
enhanced the overall driving feeling. This direct connection to the mechanics
of  the car  is  a  crucial  element  of  what  makes this  car  so  attractive  to
enthusiasts today.

The  gearbox  itself  is  a  seamless-shifting  unit,  allowing  for  precise  gear
changes. The clutch connection is comparatively light, making it comfortable
in city driving, while still offering sufficient response for spirited driving. The
short-throw shifter further adds to the engaging driving personality, offering
a satisfying tactile connection between driver and machine. This degree of
driver  interaction  is  a  defining  trait  of  the  2003  Acura  TL  Type-S  manual,
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separating it from its automatic counterparts and many competitors in its
class.

Beyond the exciting powertrain, the 2003 TL Type-S boasts a sharp handling
nature.  The suspension,  while  stiff,  offers  a  surprisingly  comfortable ride on
numerous surfaces.  This  balance between performance and comfort  is  a
testament to Acura's engineering prowess. The responsive steering allows for
precise placement on the road, motivating confidence at both acceptable and
rapid  speeds.  The  overall  structure  is  rigid,  minimizing  body  roll  and
providing a secure feel, even during aggressive driving maneuvers.

The  car's  exterior  styling  is  clean,  with  its  aggressive  lines  and  unique
features.  The  Type-S  package  included  specific  styling  cues  that
differentiated  it  from  the  standard  TL,  further  increasing  its  sporty
appearance.  Inside,  the  cabin  is  spacious  and  well-appointed,  offering  a
comfortable driving environment.  The materials  used are of  high quality,
showing Acura's dedication to building a luxurious sports sedan.
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However, owning a 2003 Acura TL Type-S manual isn't without its drawbacks.
Finding a pristine example can be arduous, as many of these vehicles are
now  over  two  decades  old.  Maintenance  can  also  be  more  expensive
compared to more modern vehicles, with some parts potentially being more
difficult  to  source.  The  fuel  economy  isn't  stellar  by  modern  standards,
reflecting  the  performance-oriented  nature  of  the  car.

In conclusion, the 2003 Acura TL Type-S manual transmission is more than
just a car; it's a driving journey. It perfectly encapsulates the spirit of a time
when  engaging  driving  dynamics  were  not  sacrificed  at  the  altar  of  fuel
efficiency and technology. Its combination of performance, luxury, and a truly
rewarding  manual  transmission  continues  to  resonate  with  enthusiasts,
solidifying its place as a iconic automobile.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Are parts expensive for a 2003 Acura TL Type-S? A: Some parts
can  be  more  expensive  than  for  more  mainstream vehicles,  particularly
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specialty  Type-S  components.  However,  many  parts  are  still  readily
obtainable  through  Acura  dealerships  or  reputable  aftermarket  suppliers.

2. Q: How reliable is the 2003 TL Type-S? A: The reliability of any used
car depends heavily on its maintenance history. With proper upkeep, the
2003 TL Type-S can prove to be a relatively reliable vehicle, but potential
issues with age-related components should be anticipated.

3. Q: What is the resale value like for these cars? A: Resale values
change depending on condition and mileage, but well-maintained examples,
especially manual transmission versions, often command a higher price in
the enthusiast market.

4.  Q: Are these cars difficult to maintain?  A:  While not overly complex,
some maintenance tasks may require specialized tools or knowledge. Finding
a knowledgeable mechanic familiar with Acura vehicles is suggested.
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