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2013 Volvo
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Transmission:
A Driver's
Perspective
The 2013 Volvo S60 offered a
compelling blend of
Scandinavian design, safety
features, and—for the
discerning driver—the option of
a manual transmission. This
article delves into the specifics
of the 2013 Volvo S60 manual,
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exploring its benefits, driving
experience, maintenance
considerations, and common
questions surrounding this now-
rare offering. We'll cover
aspects like fuel economy,
gear ratios, and the overall
driving dynamics associated
with this specific model and
transmission combination.

Introduction: The
Allure of the
Manual S60
In a world increasingly
dominated by automatic
transmissions, the 2013 Volvo
S60 manual transmission
stands out as a driver's car. It
offered a more engaging and
connected driving experience,
allowing for greater control and
a more visceral connection with
the vehicle's mechanics. While
less common now, finding a
well-maintained example
provides a unique opportunity
to enjoy a sporty and refined
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driving experience in a package
known for its safety and
sophisticated design. The
availability of a manual
transmission was a significant
selling point for many
enthusiasts, setting it apart
from competitors that largely
transitioned to automatics.

Benefits of the
2013 Volvo S60
Manual
Transmission
The manual transmission in the
2013 Volvo S60 offers several
distinct advantages:

Enhanced Driver
Engagement: The direct
connection between
driver and machine is
arguably the biggest
draw. Shifting gears
manually provides a more
active and involved
driving experience,
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allowing for precise
control of engine speed
and power delivery. This
enhances the overall
enjoyment of driving,
especially on winding
roads.

Potential for Improved
Fuel Economy: While
not always guaranteed,
skillful manual driving
can often lead to better
fuel efficiency compared
to an automatic
transmission, particularly
in city driving. This is
because you have
greater control over
engine RPM and can
avoid unnecessary
acceleration.

Lower Purchase Price
(Potentially): Used
2013 Volvo S60s with
manual transmissions
might command a slightly
lower price than their
automatic counterparts,
presenting a potential
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cost saving for buyers.

Improved Handling
and Control: The
manual transmission,
when paired with the
right driving skill, allows
for a more responsive
and engaging handling
experience. Drivers can
downshift to engine brake
on descents for better
control, for example,
something less precise
with an automatic
gearbox.

Maintenance and
Repair
(Consideration):
Although a manual's gear
ratio can improve fuel
economy, it's crucial to
understand the
maintenance aspects.
Manual gearboxes
require regular
maintenance, including
clutch replacements and
fluid changes, to ensure a
long, smooth life. While



Volvo S60 Manual Transmission 2013

6

this may add to long-term
ownership costs, diligent
care can extend the
lifespan of the
transmission.

Driving the 2013
Volvo S60 Manual:
A Practical
Experience
The driving experience of a
2013 Volvo S60 with a manual
transmission is characterized
by a smooth and controlled
feel. The clutch engagement is
relatively linear, making it
easier to manage, even for less
experienced manual drivers.
The gear ratios are well-spaced,
providing ample power in
various driving situations. The
short-throw shifter is a joy to
use and complements the
engaging driving
characteristics. However,
drivers should remember that
the clutch feel is subjective;
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some might find it a bit heavy
or stiff compared to other
vehicles.

Maintenance and
Considerations
Owning a 2013 Volvo S60
manual transmission requires
understanding its specific
maintenance needs. Regular
clutch fluid changes are crucial,
alongside typical transmission
servicing. The clutch itself is a
wear item and its lifespan
depends on driving habits.
Finding a qualified mechanic
experienced with Volvo vehicles
is essential for addressing any
potential issues. It is always
recommended to use Volvo-
approved parts for repairs to
maintain the vehicle's integrity
and warranty (if applicable).
Neglecting maintenance could
lead to costly repairs later.
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Conclusion: A
Timeless Driving
Experience
The 2013 Volvo S60 manual
transmission offers a unique
and engaging driving
experience that's increasingly
rare in the modern automotive
landscape. While it requires a
higher level of driver
involvement and potentially
increased maintenance, the
rewards are a more connected
and rewarding driving
experience. For those who
appreciate the art of driving
and the tactile feedback of a
manual gearbox, the 2013
Volvo S60 remains a compelling
choice. Its combination of
safety, style, and driver
engagement continues to
appeal to a dedicated group of
enthusiasts.
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FAQ: 2013 Volvo
S60 Manual
Transmission
Q1: What are the common
problems with the 2013
Volvo S60 manual
transmission?

A1: While generally reliable,
potential issues include clutch
wear (depending on driving
style), and potential issues with
the shift linkage over time.
Regular maintenance is key to
preventing these problems.

Q2: How often should I
change the clutch fluid in
my 2013 Volvo S60 manual?

A2: Volvo recommends
following the service intervals
outlined in your owner's
manual. This will typically
involve clutch fluid changes at
specific mileage intervals.

Q3: Is the 2013 Volvo S60
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manual difficult to drive?

A3: The clutch engagement is
generally considered relatively
smooth and forgiving, making it
suitable for drivers with some
manual driving experience.
However, the clutch's feel
remains subjective and some
individuals might find it stiffer
compared to others.

Q4: What is the fuel
economy of the 2013 Volvo
S60 manual transmission?

A4: Fuel economy depends on
driving style and conditions but
generally falls within the range
specified by the manufacturer
in the vehicle's documentation.

Q5: Where can I find parts
for a 2013 Volvo S60
manual transmission?

A5: Volvo dealerships are the
primary source for genuine
parts. Alternatively, reputable
independent parts suppliers
and online retailers may offer
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aftermarket options.

Q6: How long does the
clutch typically last in a
2013 Volvo S60 manual?

A6: Clutch lifespan varies
significantly based on driving
habits, but expect to replace
the clutch at approximately
60,000 to 100,000 miles, or
sooner with aggressive driving
styles.

Q7: Are there any specific
driving techniques to
maximize the lifespan of the
clutch and transmission?

A7: Yes, avoid riding the clutch
(keeping your foot on the pedal
when not actively shifting),
avoid harsh acceleration and
braking, and smoothly shift
gears.

Q8: Is it expensive to repair
a 2013 Volvo S60 manual
transmission?

A8: Repair costs vary
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depending on the specific issue.
Minor repairs may be relatively
inexpensive, while significant
damage could result in
substantial expenses. Regular
maintenance can minimize
major repair costs in the long
run.

Shifting Gears: A
Deep Dive into the
2013 Volvo S60
Manual
Transmission
The 2013 Volvo S60,
particularly the unique model
equipped with a manual shifter,
represents a fascinating
intersection of opulence and
active driving . While
automatics rule the modern
automotive landscape, the
manual S60 offers a driving
feeling that's both rewarding
and increasingly unusual. This
article will explore the features
of this specific model,
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examining its power , handling,
and the overall ownership
adventure.

The most striking feature of the
2013 Volvo S60 manual is, of
course, the clutch pedal. This
part instantly transforms the
driving character . Unlike the
seamless shifts of an
automatic, the manual requires
active contribution from the
driver. This interaction isn't just
a matter of shifting gears; it's a
fundamental aspect of the
driving method. The driver
becomes intimately linked to
the car's mechanics, feeling the
subtle variations in engine RPM
.

This level of involvement leads
to a more rewarding driving
experience . The ability to
precisely manage the engine's
RPM allows for more precise
acceleration and braking,
particularly beneficial in
winding roads. The act of
selecting gears becomes a craft



Volvo S60 Manual Transmission 2013

14

to be honed, adding a layer of
complexity and enjoyment that
is often overlooked in
automatic transmissions.

Beyond the manual shifter, the
2013 S60 offers a strong
chassis and a expertly-crafted
suspension. This combination
results in sharp handling and a
assured feeling on the road.
The steering is responsive ,
offering excellent information
to the driver. While not a high-
performance vehicle , the S60
manual provides a
unexpectedly engaging and
enjoyable driving feeling.

The interior of the 2013 Volvo
S60 is traditionally Volvo –
uncluttered yet sophisticated .
The materials are high-quality ,
and the layout is generally
excellent. The seats are
comfortable , offering excellent
support even on long journeys .
While technology may seem
outdated by today's standards,
the fundamental elements of
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comfort and practicality
remain.

Ownership of a 2013 Volvo S60
manual transmission may
present unique difficulties .
Finding pieces for older models
can sometimes be more
complicated, and service costs
might be slightly greater than
for their automatic
counterparts. However, the
reward of owning and driving
this unique vehicle often
outweighs these considerations
for many enthusiasts. The thrill
of a well-executed downshift or
the exactness of heel-toe
shifting are irreplaceable
aspects of the sensation .

In conclusion , the 2013 Volvo
S60 with a manual transmission
represents a particular but
highly satisfying driving feeling.
It merges the elegance and
comfort of a Volvo with the
involvement of a manual
transmission . While not for
everyone, for those looking for
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a bond with their vehicle that
goes beyond simple
transportation, the 2013 S60
manual is a deserving choice.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQs):

1. Q: Are parts for a 2013
Volvo S60 manual
transmission readily
available? A: While generally
available, sourcing certain parts
might take longer or be slightly
more expensive than for more
common automatic models.
Checking with Volvo
dealerships and specialized
parts suppliers is
recommended.

2. Q: Is the 2013 Volvo S60
manual transmission
difficult to drive? A: The
difficulty depends on your
experience with manual
transmissions. While initially
requiring some practice,
mastering the clutch and gear
shifts adds to the driving
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enjoyment.

3. Q: How does the fuel
economy of the manual
transmission compare to
the automatic? A: The manual
transmission might offer
slightly better fuel economy
under certain driving
conditions, primarily due to its
higher gear ratios, but the
difference is likely marginal.

4. Q: Is the 2013 Volvo S60
manual a good value? A: The
value depends on the condition
of the specific vehicle and the
prevailing market prices. Used
examples often present a good
value proposition for buyers
seeking a rewarding driving
experience at a lower price
point than comparable new
vehicles.
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