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The Porsche 928. A grand tourer that defied expectations, blending
luxury with performance in a way few cars ever have. Understanding
this iconic machine, however, requires more than just a cursory
glance. This article delves into David Hemmings' 2005 paperback,
"Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers Guide," exploring its value,
content, and enduring relevance for prospective 928 owners and
enthusiasts. We’ll cover key aspects of the book, including its
insightful maintenance advice, historical context, and practical
guidance on purchasing a used 928, addressing common issues like
928 engine problems and Porsche 928 restoration.

Understanding the Book's Value: More
Than Just a Buyers Guide
Hemmings' guide transcends a simple "buyers guide" label. It's a
comprehensive resource that caters to both the seasoned Porsche
aficionado and the prospective 928 owner navigating the complexities
of this unique car. Published in 2005, it captures a crucial moment in
the 928's history, offering insights into a time when these cars were
still relatively affordable and accessible (compared to today's market).
This makes the book’s historical perspective particularly valuable. The
book provides essential information on:

Identifying specific 928 models: Hemmings meticulously
details the evolution of the 928 across its various model years,
highlighting key differences in engines, transmissions, and
features. This information is crucial for understanding the
nuances of each generation.
Assessing the condition of a used 928: The book excels in
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guiding readers through a thorough pre-purchase inspection,
emphasizing potential problem areas. It helps prospective
buyers avoid costly mistakes by pointing out common wear
points and potential mechanical issues. This is especially
important given the complexity of the 928's systems.
Practical maintenance and repair advice: Hemmings
doesn't shy away from the mechanical intricacies of the 928.
The book provides practical advice on maintenance, detailing
procedures and highlighting potential pitfalls to avoid costly
repairs down the line. Understanding routine maintenance is
key to long-term ownership of a 928.
Porsche 928 parts availability: The book acknowledges the
challenges of sourcing parts for a classic car and offers
guidance on locating both original and aftermarket components.
This is a crucial aspect often overlooked in general buyers’
guides.

The 928's Unique Design and Engineering
Challenges
Hemmings’ book effectively portrays the 928’s innovative yet
sometimes troublesome design. The front-engine, rear-wheel-drive
layout, while unconventional for Porsche at the time, was a significant
departure. This choice, while providing excellent weight distribution
and handling characteristics, introduced specific maintenance
complexities addressed directly in the book. The advanced technology
for its time, such as the sophisticated Bosch fuel injection and the
complex transaxle, necessitates a deeper understanding of its
mechanics compared to more straightforward automotive designs.
The book serves as an invaluable guide to navigating these
complexities. It addresses common problems such as:

Engine issues: Hemmings details common problems related to
the 928's V8 engine, including those affecting the 928 S4
engine, offering practical advice on diagnosis and repair. He
addresses issues such as oil leaks, cooling system problems and
ignition problems.
Transaxle maintenance: The transaxle, a combined
transmission and differential unit, is a key component, requiring
specific care and attention. The book provides clear guidance on
its maintenance and repair.
Electrical systems: The sophisticated electrical systems of the
928 are highlighted as a potential source of issues, with advice
on troubleshooting and repair given.
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The Book's Style and Strengths
Hemmings adopts a clear, accessible writing style, devoid of overly
technical jargon. He expertly balances technical detail with practical
advice, making the information digestible for readers with varying
levels of mechanical expertise. The book’s strength lies in its
practicality. It isn't just a theoretical overview; it's a hands-on guide
filled with practical tips, warnings, and real-world examples. It clearly
demonstrates the level of commitment required to own a 928, a
crucial element for prospective buyers. The inclusion of numerous
photographs is another significant asset, facilitating the identification
of various components and potential problems. This visual element
greatly enhances the usability of the text, especially for those who
learn visually.

Beyond the Buyer: The 928 as a
Collectible
While framed as a buyers guide, the book inadvertently serves as a
historical document chronicling a significant chapter in Porsche’s
history. The 928, once overlooked, has experienced a remarkable
resurgence in popularity, becoming a highly sought-after classic car.
Hemmings' book, therefore, offers a valuable window into a time when
these cars were more attainable, providing context to their current
collectible status. This makes the book not only a useful tool for
prospective buyers but also a valuable resource for any Porsche 928
enthusiast. The increased Porsche 928 value is a significant point
for collectors.

Conclusion: A Timeless Guide
David Hemmings' "Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers Guide" remains
a valuable resource for anyone considering purchasing or owning a
928. Its detailed technical information, practical maintenance advice,
and insights into the car's history make it an essential companion for
both novice and experienced enthusiasts. The book’s enduring
relevance stems from its comprehensive approach, addressing not
just the buying process but also the long-term ownership experience
of this iconic machine. Despite being published in 2005, its core
message and practical advice remain remarkably relevant today.

FAQ
Q1: Is this book still relevant today, given the age of the 928s
it covers?
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A1: Yes, absolutely. While technology has advanced, the fundamental
mechanics of the 928 remain the same. The core principles of
maintenance, potential problem areas, and the insights into pre-
purchase inspections remain highly relevant, even for cars from the
later model years covered by the book. The book's emphasis on
practical troubleshooting continues to be extremely helpful for
diagnosing and solving issues.

Q2: What makes this book different from other Porsche 928
guides?

A2: Hemmings' book strikes a unique balance between technical
detail and practical application. Many other guides might focus solely
on technical specifications, whereas this book provides actionable
advice that translates directly into real-world maintenance and repair.
Its focus on potential problems and the pre-purchase inspection
process sets it apart.

Q3: What is the target audience for this book?

A3: The book appeals to a broad audience. It caters to prospective
buyers looking for guidance on purchasing a 928, experienced owners
seeking maintenance advice, and enthusiasts interested in a deeper
understanding of this car's history and mechanics. No prior
mechanical expertise is strictly required, but some foundational
mechanical knowledge will enhance the reader's understanding.

Q4: Are there any limitations to the book?

A4: Given its publication date, the book doesn't cover the very latest
in aftermarket parts or technological developments. Some pricing
information might be outdated, reflecting the market conditions of
2005. However, the core mechanical information and maintenance
advice remain timeless.

Q5: Where can I find a copy of this book?

A5: Copies of "Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers Guide" can often be
found on online marketplaces like eBay, Amazon, and used
booksellers. Checking with specialized classic car book dealers might
also yield results.

Q6: Does the book cover modifications and upgrades?

A6: While not the primary focus, the book does touch upon common
modifications and upgrades that owners might undertake, offering a
balanced perspective on their benefits and potential drawbacks. This
is important context for understanding the maintenance requirements
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of modified 928s.

Q7: Is the book well-illustrated?

A7: Yes, the book includes numerous photographs, diagrams, and
illustrations which significantly enhance the reader’s comprehension
of the text. These visual aids are particularly helpful when navigating
the complex mechanics of the 928.

Q8: Is this book suitable for someone who has never worked
on a car before?

A8: While the book is written accessibly, a basic understanding of
automotive mechanics would be beneficial to fully appreciate the
detailed information provided. It may be more helpful for someone
with some mechanical experience. However, it can still be used as a
valuable reference by beginners, assisting them in identifying
potential problems and prioritizing the help of qualified mechanics.

Decoding the Porsche 928: A Deep Dive
into Hemmings' Essential Buyers Guide
The Porsche 928. A grand touring machine that defied expectations, it
remains a intriguing subject for enthusiasts and investors alike. David
Hemmings' 2005 paperback, "Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers
Guide," serves as an invaluable reference for anyone investigating the
purchase of this renowned automobile. This article delves into the
substance of Hemmings' guide, offering a comprehensive overview to
help potential buyers navigate the complexities of acquiring and
owning a 928.

The book's value lies in its hands-on approach. Unlike general Porsche
histories, Hemmings' guide focuses specifically on the 928, providing
extensive insights into the model's evolution across its versions. Each
model year is scrutinized individually, highlighting key variations in
engineering, power, and specifications. Hemmings doesn't shy away
from engineering details, making the guide equally useful to both
casual enthusiasts and seasoned mechanics.

A significant portion of the book is dedicated to identifying potential
issues and flaws associated with different 928 iterations. This
essential information is presented in a accessible manner, helping
potential buyers to avoid costly repairs. For example, Hemmings
details the typical issues associated with the initial models' cooling
systems, while also pointing out the improvements introduced in
following years.
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Furthermore, Hemmings' guide extends beyond mere technical
specifications. It provides useful context on the 928's historical
significance, its place within Porsche's product lineup, and its lasting
influence on the automotive world. The story is compelling, making it
an enjoyable read even for those not actively searching to purchase a
928. This combination of practical data and cultural background
renders the guide a rich resource.

The book also offers practical advice on assessing a used 928.
Hemmings walks the reader through a step-by-step procedure,
outlining key areas to examine during a pre-purchase evaluation. He
stresses the importance of a thorough inspection, using real-world
examples to illustrate potential pitfalls. This section alone makes the
book invaluable in gold for potential 928 purchasers.

The structure of the book is clear, making it easy to access the
desired information. The inclusion of numerous pictures and
illustrations further enhances the understandability and precision of
the content. The tone is instructive yet captivating, making the
reading journey both rewarding and fun.

In summary, Hemmings' "Porsche 928: The Essential Buyers Guide" is
a must-have resource for anyone concerned in the purchase,
ownership, or simply understanding of this exceptional automobile. Its
mixture of mechanical detail, helpful advice, and interesting historical
background makes it a unique guide in the world of automotive
literature.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

Q1: Is this book suitable for beginners?

A1: Absolutely. While it includes technical details, the writing style is
clear and accessible to newcomers to the world of classic car
ownership. The practical advice and detailed explanations make it
perfect for those new to the 928 or even classic car ownership in
general.

Q2: Does the book cover all model years equally?

A2: While all model years are discussed, the book devotes more
attention to areas where problems and variations are more prevalent,
providing a focused guide to potential issues.

Q3: Is this book only for potential buyers?

A3: No, even existing 928 owners will find valuable information
regarding maintenance, potential problems, and the historical context
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of their car.

Q4: Where can I find a copy of this book?

A4: Used copies are readily available online through various
marketplaces like eBay and Amazon, as well as specialist classic car
booksellers.

Q5: What makes this book different from other Porsche
books?

A5: Its laser focus on the 928 model and its practical, buyer-centric
approach set it apart. Many other Porsche books offer broader
overviews; this one provides in-depth information specifically tailored
to this unique and complex model.
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