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Shakespeare Set Free: Teaching Romeo & Juliet,
Macbeth, and Midsummer Night's Dream with the
Folger Shakespeare Library

Unlocking the Bard's brilliance for today's students can feel like a daunting task. Fortunately, resources like the Folger
Shakespeare Library's digital materials, combined with innovative teaching approaches like "Shakespeare Set Free," offer
powerful tools for engaging learners with classics like *Romeo and Juliet*, *Macbeth*, and *A Midsummer Night's Dream*.
This article delves into how this methodology, coupled with the Folger's extensive resources, breathes new life into
Shakespearean education, making the plays accessible and exciting for even the most reluctant reader.

Unlocking Shakespeare: The Power of "Shakespeare Set Free"

"Shakespeare Set Free" represents a paradigm shift in Shakespearean pedagogy. It moves away from traditional, often
daunting, methods that focus solely on archaic language and complex plot structures. Instead, it emphasizes active
engagement, collaborative learning, and student-centered exploration. The approach prioritizes uncovering the universal
themes within the plays - themes of love, betrayal, power, and identity - making them resonate deeply with modern students.
This approach is particularly effective when paired with the wealth of resources available through the Folger Shakespeare
Library.

This methodology prioritizes several key strategies:
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e Performance-based learning: Students actively participate in dramatizations, improvisations, and creative
interpretations of scenes, making the text come alive.

e Visual and multimedia aids: Using images, videos, and interactive materials, alongside the text, creates a richer
learning experience. The Folger Library's digital collection provides invaluable support here.

e Student-led discussions: Facilitating discussions allows students to grapple with complex themes and
interpretations, fostering critical thinking skills.

e Contextualization: Understanding the historical and cultural context of the plays enriches the understanding of the
language, themes, and characters. The Folger's online exhibits excel in this area, providing valuable historical
background on Shakespeare's life and times.

e Connecting to modern relevance: Drawing parallels between Shakespearean themes and contemporary issues
builds relevance and engagement. For example, the themes of power and ambition in *Macbeth* can be linked to
modern political narratives, while the conflicts in *Romeo and Juliet* can be examined in the context of modern-day
gang violence.

The Folger Shakespeare Library: A Teacher's Treasure Trove

The Folger Shakespeare Library is an invaluable resource for anyone teaching Shakespeare, offering a vast collection of
primary and secondary sources. For teachers using the "Shakespeare Set Free" methodology, the library’s digital collections
are particularly relevant. The digital resources encompass:

e High-resolution images of first folios and quartos: These allow for detailed analysis of the original texts, fostering
a deeper understanding of textual variations and historical contexts.

e Interactive timelines and maps: These provide valuable contextual information on Shakespeare's life, the
Elizabethan era, and the historical background of the plays.

e Audio and video recordings: These offer a variety of interpretations of the plays, enriching understanding and
providing engaging supplementary materials.

e Digital facsimiles of manuscripts and early editions: These offer a unique glimpse into the history of
Shakespeare's works and their transmission.

e Teaching resources and lesson plans: The Folger provides many free and accessible educational resources
designed to support educators in teaching Shakespeare effectively.
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Applying "Shakespeare Set Free" to Specific Plays

Let's consider how this methodology can be applied to three iconic plays:
##+# *Romeo and Juliet*: Focusing on the universality of love and conflict

Using the Folger's resources, teachers can create visually rich lessons comparing the societal pressures on Romeo and Juliet
to contemporary issues of identity and prejudice. Students can analyze imagery from the Folger's collection to explore the
play's themes of love, hate, and fate. Performance-based activities focusing on specific scenes—like the balcony scene—allow
students to actively interpret and engage with the text.

### *Macbeth*: Exploring ambition, guilt, and power

*Macbeth*'s exploration of ambition and its consequences resonates across cultures and time periods. The Folger's collection
can be used to analyze the historical context of kingship and political intrigue. Students can explore visual representations of
power and ambition found in the collection and use this as a springboard to explore the play’s themes through dramatic
presentations.

##4# *A Midsummer Night's Dream*: Delving into fantasy, love, and chaos

*A Midsummer Night's Dream*, with its blend of fantasy and reality, offers opportunities for creative exploration. The
Folger's resources can be used to research the Elizabethan interest in fairies and folklore. The unique elements of the play,
from the magical forest to the comedic misunderstandings, lend themselves perfectly to creative projects, allowing students
to visualize and bring these fantastical elements to life.

Assessing Student Learning and Success

Success in using the "Shakespeare Set Free" method and Folger resources is assessed through multiple avenues, going
beyond traditional testing. These include:

» Participation in class discussions: Active and insightful contributions demonstrate understanding.
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e Quality of performance-based projects: Creative interpretations and thoughtful engagement with the text are
valued.

e Written reflections and analyses: These demonstrate critical thinking and analysis skills.

e Collaborative projects: The ability to work effectively as part of a team is crucial.

Conclusion

Integrating the "Shakespeare Set Free" method with the riches of the Folger Shakespeare Library provides a powerful and
engaging approach to teaching Shakespeare. By prioritizing active learning, student-centered exploration, and a wealth of
visual and contextual resources, educators can unlock the Bard's enduring brilliance for a new generation of learners,
fostering a deeper appreciation for literature and critical thinking skills that last a lifetime. The key lies in embracing
creative teaching strategies and effectively utilizing the exceptional resources available at the Folger Library, unlocking the
potential of Shakespeare for all.

FAQ

Q1: Is the Folger Shakespeare Library’s digital collection free to access?

A1l: Much of the Folger's digital collection is freely accessible online. However, some specialized resources may require
registration or membership.

Q2: How can I best integrate the Folger’s resources into my Shakespeare lesson plans?

A2: Start by identifying specific learning objectives. Then, browse the Folger's website, searching for relevant images, texts,
and educational resources that directly support those objectives. The library's website offers excellent search functionality
and categorized resources.

Q3: What if my students struggle with Shakespearean language?

A3: The "Shakespeare Set Free" methodology addresses this by focusing on themes and meaning, rather than solely on
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linguistic analysis. Use modern translations and paraphrases where necessary. Performance activities help students
understand the meaning within context.

Q4: How can I assess student understanding using this methodology?

A4: Use a variety of assessment methods, including performance-based assessments (e.g., presentations, role-playing),
written analyses, and class participation. Focus on the understanding of themes and the student's ability to connect the play
to their own lives and the contemporary world.

Q5: Are there specific lesson plans available through the Folger Library for "Shakespeare Set Free"?

A5: Although the Folger doesn't explicitly offer lesson plans solely branded as "Shakespeare Set Free," their extensive
resources, including teacher guides and digital collections, provide the tools to implement the principles effectively. Their
resources implicitly support the methodology's focus on active learning, visual aids, and contextualization.

Q6: How can I adapt "Shakespeare Set Free" for different learning styles and abilities?

A6: Differentiate instruction by offering a range of activities and assignments. Provide students with choices in how they
demonstrate their understanding. Offer various levels of support to meet the needs of all learners. For example, some
students might benefit from more structured tasks, while others could flourish with more open-ended projects.

Q7: What are the long-term benefits of using this approach?

A7: Students develop critical thinking, collaboration, communication, and creative expression skills. They develop a deeper
appreciation for literature and a greater understanding of human nature and universal themes. These skills are transferable
to many other areas of academic and professional life.

Q8: Can I use this methodology with other Shakespeare plays besides *Romeo and Juliet*, *Macbheth*, and *A
Midsummer Night's Dream*?

A8: Absolutely! The "Shakespeare Set Free" principles are adaptable to all of Shakespeare’s works. The key is to identify the
central themes and use the Folger's resources to bring them to life for your students, whatever the play.
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Unleashing the Bard: How "Shakespeare Set Free" Transforms Teaching at
the Folger Shakespeare Library

The distinguished Folger Shakespeare Library, custodian of the world's largest collection of Shakespearean materials, isn't
just a storehouse of history. It's a dynamic center for study, and increasingly, a pioneer in innovative educational approaches.
Their program, "Shakespeare Set Free," stands as a showcase to this commitment, offering a transformative method for
engaging students with the works of the legendary playwright. This article will explore how this program uses *Romeo and
Juliet*, *Macbeth*, and *A Midsummer Night's Dream* to exemplify its innovative methodology.

The core foundation of "Shakespeare Set Free" lies in its focus on learner-centric learning. Instead of established
presentations , the program fosters involved participation through a range of innovative activities. Students aren't receptive
recipients of data; they become engaged creators of their own grasp of Shakespeare's work.

For *Romeo and Juliet*, for illustration, the program might include role-playing exercises to examine the intricate
relationships between the characters. Students might discuss the ethics of the characters' choices , or dissect the influence
of fate and agency on the tragic outcome . The context of Verona can be recreated through creative endeavors, such as
painting , song , or even filmmaking .

In tackling the grimmer themes of *Macbeth*, the program employs dialogue to investigate concepts such as ambition , guilt
, and the corruption of influence. Students might perform scenes, focusing on nonverbal communication and speech patterns
to express the subtleties of the characters' sentiments. Creative writing assignments focusing on character growth can
further deepen their grasp of the play's emotional dimensions.

*A Midsummer Night's Dream*, with its whimsical atmosphere and interwoven storylines , offers a unique opportunity for
examining themes of love, deception, and the essence of reality. The program might encourage students to develop their own
versions of the play, modifying the language or setting to reflect their own perspectives . This fosters creative thinking and
allows students to link with the play on a subjective level.

The Folger Shakespeare Library's involvement contributes another level of depth to the "Shakespeare Set Free" program.
Access to genuine manuscripts, primary sources, and exceptional items allows for a concrete link with Shakespeare's work
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that exceeds the constraints of a book . The library's resources become tools for learning, encouraging students to connect
with the playwright's world in a more meaningful way.

The practical benefits of "Shakespeare Set Free" are plentiful . It develops critical thinking skills, improves communication
and teamwork skills, and promotes creative self-expression. By linking Shakespeare's work to students' lives, the program
makes the study of literature more accessible and applicable. Implementation involves instructing teachers in creative
teaching techniques and furnishing access to materials , including the Folger Shakespeare Library's extensive collections .

In conclusion , "Shakespeare Set Free" is a powerful program that changes the way Shakespeare is taught. By stressing
student participation and creative communication, it makes the study of Shakespeare's works understandable, relevant , and,
most importantly, pleasurable . The Folger Shakespeare Library's involvement further enhances the program's impact ,
offering students a special opportunity to engage with the Bard's legacy in a truly profound way.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):

1. Q: Is "Shakespeare Set Free" only for high school students? A: No, the program's principles can be adapted for
various age groups, from middle school to university level.

2. Q: How can teachers access the resources of the Folger Shakespeare Library? A: The Folger offers online
resources, teacher workshops, and potentially visits to the library depending on location and availability.

3. Q: What if my school doesn't have a strong drama program? A: "Shakespeare Set Free" emphasizes a variety of
creative activities, not just performance. Writing, art, and discussion are equally important elements.

4. Q: Is the program expensive to implement? A: The core principles are cost-effective. While accessing Folger resources
might involve travel costs, many resources are available online for free.
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