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The International Baccalaureate (IB) History Paper 2 exam is a
significant  hurdle  for  students  aiming  for  a  high  score.
Understanding the intricacies of the marking scheme is crucial for
success.  This  article  delves  into  the  IB  History  Paper  2
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November  2012  markscheme,  providing  insights  into  its
structure, assessment criteria, and how to effectively utilize it for
exam preparation. We will explore key aspects of the November
2012 IB History Paper 2 and how understanding its assessment
criteria can improve your performance. We'll also cover topics like
IB History Paper 2 markbands, IB History Paper 2 example
questions,  and  effective  study  strategies  linked  directly  to  the
markscheme's  requirements.

Understanding the IB History Paper 2
November 2012 Markscheme
The IB History Paper 2 November 2012 markscheme, like all
IB History Paper 2 markschemes, provides a detailed breakdown
of the assessment criteria used to grade student responses. It
outlines  the  expectations  for  each  band  score,  detailing  the
qualities of an excellent response versus a weaker one. This is not
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a simple list of correct answers; rather, it's a rubric that evaluates
the depth of analysis, historical accuracy, use of evidence, and
overall  argumentation.  The  markscheme  emphasizes  the
importance  of  a  clear,  well-structured  essay  that  directly
addresses  the  question.

### Key Features of the Markscheme

The November 2012 markscheme, like subsequent years, likely
focuses on several key elements:

Argumentation:  A  strong  response  presents  a  clear,
concise, and well-supported argument that directly answers
the question. This includes a compelling thesis statement
and a logical flow of ideas.
Analysis: Merely recounting historical events is insufficient.
The  markscheme  rewards  analysis,  which  involves
interpreting  evidence,  identifying  cause  and  effect,  and
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explaining  historical  significance.  This  is  where  students
demonstrate  their  understanding  beyond  simple  recall.
Use  of  Evidence:  The  markscheme  emphasizes  the
effective  use  of  historical  evidence  to  support  claims.  This
involves  citing  specific  examples,  statistics,  and  primary
source material to substantiate arguments. The quality and
relevance of the evidence are crucial.
Structure and Organization:  A well-structured essay is
essential. The markscheme looks for a logical progression of
ideas,  clear  topic  sentences,  and  effective  transitions
between paragraphs. A clear and concise introduction and
conclusion are also key elements.
Accuracy: While nuanced interpretations are encouraged,
historical  accuracy remains paramount.  The markscheme
penalizes significant factual errors or misinterpretations.

### Utilizing the Markscheme for Effective Study
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The IB History Paper 2 November 2012 markscheme is not
just  a  post-exam  tool;  it’s  a  valuable  resource  for  exam
preparation. Students should:

Practice  with  Past  Papers:  Use  the  November  2012
paper  (and  others)  to  practice  writing  essays.  After
completing the paper, carefully review the markscheme to
identify strengths and weaknesses in your responses.
Analyze  Model  Answers:  Examine  example  responses
that received high marks. Analyze how these answers meet
the criteria outlined in the markscheme. Pay attention to
the structure, argumentation, and use of evidence.
Identify Areas for Improvement: The markscheme will
highlight  areas  where  your  essay  fell  short.  Focus  your
study  efforts  on  improving  these  weak  points.  This  might
involve honing your analytical skills, improving your essay
structure, or expanding your knowledge of specific historical
events.
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Understand the Markbands: Familiarize yourself with the
different markbands and the specific requirements for each
band.  This  understanding  allows  you  to  target  your
responses  to  achieve  a  higher  score.

Common  Challenges  and  How  to
Overcome  Them
Many  students  struggle  with  specific  aspects  of  the  IB  History
Paper 2. These challenges often relate to the assessment criteria
outlined in the markscheme.

### Developing a Strong Argument

Many  students  struggle  to  formulate  a  clear  and  compelling
argument. Practice constructing thesis statements and outlining
your essays before you begin writing. This process ensures your
argument is focused and coherent.
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### Effective Use of Evidence

Successfully  integrating  evidence  is  critical.  Instead  of  simply
stating facts, analyze their significance and connect them directly
to your argument. Practice using a variety of evidence, including
primary and secondary sources.

### Addressing the Specific Requirements of the Question

Each  question  has  nuances.  Carefully  analyze  the  question's
keywords  and understand exactly  what  is  being  asked.  Avoid
simply writing everything you know about  a  topic;  tailor  your
response to the specific requirements of the question.

Beyond  the  November  2012
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Markscheme:  Broader  Implications
While  focusing  on  the  specifics  of  the  November  2012
markscheme is helpful, remember that the core principles remain
consistent  across  different  years  and  papers.  The  emphasis  on
argumentation,  analysis,  evidence,  and  structure  persists.  By
mastering  these  elements,  students  can  succeed  on  any  IB
History Paper 2. Understanding how these criteria are applied, as
illustrated  by  the  2012  markscheme,  provides  a  valuable
framework for approaching future exams. This applies equally to
other IB History papers, like Paper 1, as the same fundamental
skills are tested.

Conclusion
The IB History Paper 2 November 2012 markscheme, while
specific  to  that  year's  exam,  serves  as  an  excellent  model  for
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understanding the assessment criteria for all IB History Paper 2
exams.  By  understanding  its  key  features  and  utilizing  it
effectively in your preparation, you can significantly improve your
essay writing skills and achieve a higher score. Remember that
success hinges on developing a clear argument, supporting it with
relevant evidence, and structuring your response logically.

FAQ
Q1:  Where  can  I  find  the  IB  History  Paper  2  November
2012  markscheme?

A1: Access to past IB markschemes is often restricted to teachers
and schools. Contact your IB coordinator or teacher for access.
Some unofficial sources might offer copies online, but verify their
authenticity carefully.

Q2: Is it necessary to memorize the entire markscheme?
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A2: No. Instead, focus on understanding the underlying principles
of  assessment.  The  key  is  to  grasp  the  importance  of
argumentation, evidence, analysis, and structure. Memorizing the
specifics  of  the  markscheme  is  less  important  than  internalizing
these concepts.

Q3: Can I use the November 2012 markscheme to prepare
for a different year's exam?

A3: Yes, the core principles remain consistent.  While the specific
questions  and  historical  contexts  will  differ,  the  underlying
assessment criteria remain largely the same. Use it to understand
the general expectations.

Q4: How important is historical accuracy in the IB History
Paper 2?

A4:  Historical  accuracy  is  crucial.  Significant  factual  errors  will
negatively impact your score. Always double-check your facts and
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ensure your claims are well-supported by reliable sources.

Q5: What if I make a mistake in my essay?

A5: Don't panic! Everyone makes mistakes. Try to minimize them
through  careful  planning  and  proofreading.  The  markscheme
assesses  the  overall  quality  of  your  response,  not  just  the
absence of errors.

Q6: How can I improve my analytical skills?

A6: Practice analyzing historical sources critically. Ask yourself:
what is the author's bias? What is the context of this event? What
are  the  causes  and  consequences?  Reading  diverse  historical
interpretations  can  also  significantly  improve  your  analytical
skills.

Q7: How can I improve my essay structure?
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A7:  Create  a  detailed  outline  before  you  start  writing.  Each
paragraph  should  focus  on  a  specific  aspect  of  your  argument.
Use clear topic sentences and transitions to ensure a smooth and
logical flow of ideas.

Q8: Is it better to focus on breadth or depth of knowledge
in my response?

A8: Depth is generally preferred. It's better to analyze a smaller
number  of  events  or  arguments  in  detail  and  with  insightful
analysis  than  to  superficially  cover  a  broad  range  of  topics.  The
markscheme rewards quality over quantity.

Deconstructing Success: A Deep Dive
into the IB History Paper 2 November
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2012 Markscheme
The International Baccalaureate (IB) History program is renowned
for  its  demanding  assessment,  and  Paper  2,  focusing  on
interpretation of historical sources, is a cornerstone of the course.
This  article  provides an in-depth exploration of  the November
2012 Paper 2 markscheme, offering knowledge into its structure,
expectations,  and  implications  for  student  preparation  .
Understanding  this  specific  markscheme  offers  a  valuable  lens
through which to view the broader requirements of  IB History
assessment, allowing students to perfect their skills and improve
their chances of success. This isn't simply about rote learning; it's
about grasping the underlying principles of historical analysis.

The  2012  Paper  2  markscheme,  like  all  IB  History  Paper  2
markschemes, isn't a rigid set of rules, but rather a framework for
evaluating student responses. It emphasizes the evaluative skills
necessary  for  interpreting  historical  sources,  moving  beyond
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simple  summarising  of  events  to  a  deeper  engagement  with
evidence  and  context.  The  markscheme assesses  several  key
areas, each contributing to the overall grade:

1.  Understanding  the  Sources:  A  successful  response
demonstrates a clear understanding of the sources provided. This
goes beyond simply identifying the author and date. It requires
students to examine the source's purpose, intended recipients,
and potential biases or limitations. For example, a primary source
from  a  government  official  might  reveal  a  particular  political
perspective,  while  a  personal  diary  might  offer  a  more  intimate,
albeit potentially subjective, account. The markscheme rewards
responses that pinpoint these nuances and use them to inform
their analysis.

2. Use of Evidence: The markscheme places a strong emphasis
on the effective use of evidence from the sources. Students aren't
simply expected to quote the sources; they must incorporate the
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evidence into a coherent argument. This means selecting relevant
evidence,  clarifying  its  significance,  and  using  it  to  support
specific claims. The better the student links the evidence to their
arguments,  the  higher  the  mark  awarded.  Think  of  it  like
constructing  a  house:  the  sources  are  the  bricks,  and  the
argument is the structure. A strong structure relies on well-placed
and well-supported bricks.

3.  Argumentation  and  Analysis:  The  core  of  a  successful
response lies in the development of a clear and well-supported
argument.  The  markscheme  rewards  students  who  present  a
precise thesis statement and then develop it logically throughout
their response. This requires moving beyond simple description to
offer  detailed  analysis.  For  instance,  rather  than  simply  stating
that a particular event occurred, a strong response would analyze
the causes and consequences of the event, using the sources to
support  their  claims.  The  argument  should  be  unified,  avoiding
contradictions  and  digressions.
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4.  Contextualization:  Understanding  the  broader  historical
context is crucial. The markscheme encourages students to place
the sources within their  historical  setting,  considering relevant
factors like political, economic, social, and cultural influences. This
shows a  deeper  understanding  of  the  historical  narrative  and
strengthens the overall analysis. Imagine trying to understand a
single piece of a jigsaw puzzle without seeing the whole picture;
contextualization provides that bigger picture, allowing for a more
complete and nuanced understanding.

5. Evaluation of Sources: The markscheme highly values the
ability to evaluate the sources critically. This involves considering
their  reliability,  credibility,  and  limitations.  Students  should
demonstrate an awareness of  potential  biases,  omissions,  and
perspectives. This demonstrates a sophisticated understanding of
historical  methodology  and  the  complexities  of  interpreting
historical  evidence.  This  isn’t  just  about  pointing  out  flaws;  it’s
about understanding how these flaws shape our understanding of
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the past.

Practical Benefits and Implementation Strategies:

Teachers can use the 2012 markscheme (and indeed, any past
markscheme)  as  a  example  for  teaching  students  how  to
approach IB History Paper 2. By analyzing successful responses
against the markscheme, students can learn to identify strengths
and weaknesses in their own writing. Regular practice with past
papers and focused feedback based on the markscheme are key
to  improving  performance.  Furthermore,  teaching  students  to
think  critically  about  sources,  construct  well-supported
arguments, and contextualize their analysis will benefit them not
only  in  IB  History  but  also  in  other  academic  disciplines  and
beyond.

Conclusion:

The IB History Paper 2 November 2012 markscheme provides a
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valuable  blueprint  for  success.  By  understanding  its  key
components—understanding  sources,  use  of  evidence,
a rgumenta t i on ,  con tex tua l i z a t i on ,  and  sou r ce
evaluation—students can improve their ability to critically analyze
historical  sources  and  produce  high-quality  responses.  The
markscheme isn't just a grading tool; it's a learning tool that helps
students develop essential historical thinking skills.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is the 2012 markscheme still relevant?

A:  While  specific  questions  change,  the  underlying  assessment
criteria remain consistent across IB History Paper 2 markschemes.
The 2012 markscheme provides a useful model for understanding
these criteria.

2. Q: How can I access the 2012 markscheme?
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A:  Past  markschemes  are  often  available  through  IB  World
Schools or your teacher.

3 .  Q:  What's  the  most  important  aspect  of  the
markscheme?

A:  Developing  a  clear,  well-supported  argument  that  effectively
utilizes and analyzes the provided sources is paramount.

4. Q: Can I use the markscheme to self-assess my work?

A: Absolutely! Use it to identify areas for improvement in your
analysis, argumentation, and use of evidence.

5. Q: How much emphasis should I place on memorizing
facts?

A: While factual knowledge is important for context, the emphasis
in  Paper  2  is  on  analysis  and  interpretation  of  the  provided
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sources, not rote memorization.
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