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Analysis
The 1999 AP English Literature and Composition exam holds a significant place in the history of
Advanced Placement testing. For many students and educators, accessing and understanding this
released exam is crucial for effective preparation and insight into the College Board's expectations.
This article provides a comprehensive analysis of the 1999 exam, exploring its structure, question
types, and lasting impact on AP English Literature and Composition preparation strategies. We will also
delve into the value of released exams like this one for students preparing for the test, considering its
role in developing analytical skills and understanding the nuances of literary analysis. Key aspects,
such as the essay prompts and their implications for AP English Literature exam preparation, will
be meticulously examined. Furthermore, we’ll explore the lasting legacy of this exam and how it
shaped subsequent exam structures and content.
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Understanding the 1999 AP English Literature Exam
The 1999 AP English Literature and Composition exam, like subsequent iterations, consisted of two
sections: a multiple-choice section testing comprehension and analysis of literary passages and a free-
response section requiring three essays. The multiple-choice questions assessed students'
understanding of literary devices, themes, and authorial techniques. The passages themselves were
chosen to represent a range of literary periods and styles, a practice consistent with the exam's design
to evaluate broad literary knowledge.

The free-response section, arguably the most significant portion of the exam, tested the student's
ability to craft well-supported, insightful literary analyses. The three essays typically included one
analyzing a prose passage, one analyzing a poetry passage, and one addressing a more open-ended
literary question, often involving comparing or contrasting literary works. This structure remains
largely consistent with modern AP English Literature exams. The 1999 exam’s specific prompts,
however, offer unique insights into the types of literary analysis skills the College Board emphasized
that year. Analyzing these prompts provides valuable information for students preparing for future
exams. Understanding the essay scoring rubric for the 1999 exam is also crucial for developing
effective essay-writing techniques.

Benefits of Studying the 1999 Released Exam
Studying past AP exams, including the 1999 released exam, offers invaluable benefits for students
preparing for the AP English Literature and Composition exam. These benefits extend beyond simply
familiarizing oneself with the test format. By working through the 1999 exam, students can:
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Identify Strengths and Weaknesses: The exam's structure allows students to pinpoint areas
where they excel and areas needing improvement. This self-assessment is vital for targeted
study.
Develop Analytical Skills: Engaging with the multiple-choice questions and essay prompts
hones critical thinking and analytical skills crucial for literary analysis.
Practice Time Management: The timed nature of the exam allows students to practice pacing
themselves and managing their time effectively under pressure.
Understand Scoring Rubrics: Reviewing the scoring guidelines provides insights into the
criteria used to evaluate essays, helping students understand what constitutes a high-scoring
response.
Familiarize Themselves with Different Literary Styles and Periods: Exposure to diverse
literary passages helps expand a student's literary knowledge and understanding of various
writing styles and historical contexts. The 1999 exam, like other released exams, provides a rich
source of diverse literary texts for study.

Practical Implementation Strategies
To maximize the benefits of using the 1999 AP English Literature and Composition released exam,
students should follow a structured approach.

Familiarize yourself with the exam format: Review the structure of the multiple-choice and
free-response sections.
Take the exam under timed conditions: Simulate the actual testing environment to practice
time management.
Review your answers carefully: Compare your responses to the scoring guidelines and
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identify areas for improvement.
Analyze successful responses: Study examples of high-scoring essays to understand effective
essay-writing strategies.
Focus on specific weaknesses: Identify areas where you struggled and seek additional
support or resources.

Using the 1999 released exam in conjunction with a comprehensive review of literary theory and
practice will provide the most effective preparation.

The Lasting Impact of the 1999 Exam
While the specific prompts and passages of the 1999 AP English Literature and Composition exam are
unique to that year, its broader influence on subsequent exams is significant. The fundamental skills
tested – close reading, critical analysis, and effective essay writing – remain central to the AP English
Literature and Composition exam today. The 1999 exam serves as a testament to the enduring
importance of these core skills in literary study. Its legacy lies in its contribution to the ongoing
evolution and refinement of the AP exam, ensuring its continued relevance in assessing students'
literary understanding and analytical capabilities. Analyzing this exam, alongside more recent released
exams, allows for a longitudinal study of AP English Literature exam trends and expectations.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Where can I find the 1999 AP English Literature and Composition released exam?

A1: Released AP exams are often available through educational resources such as AP Central (the
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College Board's website for AP teachers and students), certain textbooks, and online educational
platforms. However, access may be limited or require teacher authorization.

Q2: Are the passages in the 1999 exam representative of what I can expect on future AP
exams?

A2: While the specific passages will differ, the difficulty level, genre variety, and literary techniques
tested in the 1999 exam are generally consistent with what students can anticipate on more recent
exams. The underlying principles of close reading and literary analysis remain central to all AP English
Literature exams.

Q3: How important is memorizing literary terms for the AP English Literature exam?

A3: While rote memorization isn't the primary focus, a solid understanding of literary terms is crucial
for effective analysis and communication in your essays. Using terms correctly and accurately
demonstrates your sophisticated understanding of literary devices.

Q4: How can I improve my essay-writing skills for the AP English Literature exam?

A4: Practice, practice, practice! Regularly write essays analyzing literary texts, focusing on clear thesis
statements, insightful analysis, and well-supported arguments. Seek feedback from teachers or peers
to identify areas for improvement. Use the scoring guidelines from released exams to guide your
writing and self-assessment.

Q5: What is the best way to approach the multiple-choice section of the exam?
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A5: Read the passages carefully and annotate them, paying close attention to key literary elements.
Eliminate obviously incorrect answers and focus on selecting the best option based on textual
evidence.

Q6: Is the 1999 exam more difficult than recent AP Literature exams?

A6: The difficulty level across different years’ exams can be subjective. The 1999 exam reflects the
standards and expectations of its time. However, the core skills tested (close reading, analysis, essay
writing) remain consistent, making it a valuable resource for preparation irrespective of slight
variations in difficulty levels.

Q7: Can I use the 1999 exam to help me with my current AP English Literature class?

A7: Absolutely! The exam's passages and prompts can serve as valuable supplemental material for
class discussions, essay practice, and expanding your knowledge of literary analysis techniques.

Q8: What if I don't understand a passage on the 1999 exam?

A8: If you encounter a difficult passage, don't get discouraged! Focus on what you *do* understand.
Look for keywords, recurring themes, and patterns in the language. Use outside resources
(dictionaries, literary criticism) if necessary, but primarily focus on using textual evidence to support
your interpretations.



Ap English Literature And Composition Released Exam 1999

Ap English Literature And Composition Released Exam 1999
7

Deconstructing the 1999 AP English Literature and
Composition Exam: A Retrospective Analysis
The AP English Literature and Composition exam is a significant rite of passage for high school pupils
aiming for college admission. Each year’s exam holds a special place in the annals of AP lore, and the
1999 iteration is no anomaly. This article delves into the specifics of the 1999 exam, analyzing its
makeup, assessing its impact on pedagogy, and offering insights into its permanent relevance for both
educators and hopeful college applicants. While the specific questions are no longer publicly
obtainable, analyzing the commonly discussed features of that year’s exam provides a invaluable lens
through which to understand the evolution of the AP Lit exam and the ongoing debate surrounding its
design.

The 1999 exam, like its predecessors and followers, likely consisted of two principal sections: the
multiple-choice section and the free-response section. The multiple-choice section, famously assessing
students' comprehension of literary devices, ideas, and historical context, likely presented excerpts
from a range of literary texts, spanning diverse forms and historical epochs. The question types would
have likely probed students' capacity to understand textual evidence, identify literary methods, and
connect these to larger literary and cultural frameworks.

The free-response section, arguably the more difficult aspect of the exam, likely required students to
exhibit their analytical skills through three essay questions. These questions would have centered on
different aspects of literary analysis, possibly including close reading, comparative analysis, and
argumentative essays. One essay might have requested for a close reading of a presented passage,
demanding a nuanced analysis of its stylistic features and their impact on the text's impact. Another
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could have required a comparative analysis of two different literary works, necessitating students to
identify parallels and differences in their ideas, styles, or historical contexts. The third essay might
have offered a broader prompt, demanding the construction of a well-supported argument on a
specific literary topic or theme.

The 1999 AP English Literature exam, therefore, served as a extensive assessment of students'
capacity to interact with literature critically and thoughtfully. It provoked students to proceed beyond
simply retelling plots and characters, and instead concentrate on analyzing the intricate interplay of
diction, structure, and theme. The emphasis on textual evidence and careful interpretation remains a
hallmark of the AP Lit exam today.

The impact of the 1999 exam (and exams of that era) on AP English Literature pedagogy is significant.
Teachers likely adapted their curricula to match with the exam's format, focusing on the skills and
knowledge most frequently evaluated. This period might have seen a rise in the prevalence of specific
pedagogical approaches, such as close reading strategies and analytical essay writing workshops. The
exam's structure, therefore, indirectly influenced classroom instruction and student learning
outcomes.

In summary, while the specific questions from the 1999 AP English Literature and Composition exam
remain inaccessible, analyzing its characteristics offers a important perspective on the evolution of the
exam and its lasting effect on AP English Literature education. By understanding the requirements
presented by previous exams, educators can better prepare students for future ones, ensuring that
students develop the crucial critical thinking and analytical skills needed for academic success.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
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1. Where can I find the exact questions from the 1999 AP English Literature exam? The
College Board does not publicly release the specific questions from past AP exams to maintain the
integrity of the test.

2. What types of literary works were typically featured on the 1999 exam? The exam likely
included a diverse range of genres and periods, reflecting the breadth of the literary canon commonly
studied in AP English Literature courses.

3. How has the AP English Literature exam changed since 1999? While the core principles of
literary analysis remain central, the exam format and specific question types may have undergone
refinements and adjustments over time to adapt to evolving educational standards and pedagogical
approaches.

4. What are some effective strategies for preparing for the AP English Literature exam?
Effective preparation involves consistent close reading practice, developing strong analytical essay
writing skills, and familiarizing oneself with a wide range of literary works and critical perspectives.
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