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Islam After Communism:
Adeeb Khalid's
Exploration of Religious
Resurgence in Central
Asia

Adeeb Khalid's *Islam After Communism* offers a
compelling and insightful analysis of the complex
relationship between Islam and the post-Soviet states
of Central Asia. This book transcends a simple
narrative of religious revival, delving deeply into the
multifaceted ways in which Islamic resurgence
interacted with, and was shaped by, the collapse of the
Soviet Union and the subsequent political, economic,
and social transformations. Understanding Khalid's
work requires grappling with the nuances of Islamic
revivalism, the legacies of Soviet atheism, and the
ongoing power struggles in the region. This article will
explore key themes within the book, highlighting its
significance in understanding Central Asian history
and the contemporary landscape of Islamic politics.

The Legacy of Soviet Secularism
and the Rise of Islamic Identity

One of Khalid's central arguments revolves around the
unintended consequences of Soviet atheism. While the
Soviet regime actively suppressed religious practice,

aiming for a secular society, it inadvertently fostered a
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sense of collective identity amongst Muslims. The very
act of suppressing religious expression created a space
for resistance and ultimately strengthened religious
identity, albeit in new and often unpredictable forms.
Khalid meticulously documents how the banning of
religious practices, the closure of mosques, and the
persecution of religious leaders only served to solidify
Islamic identity as a form of opposition to Soviet rule.
This created fertile ground for the resurgence of Islam
after the collapse of the Soviet empire, a process often
described as "Islamic revivalism" or the "Islamic
awakening" in Central Asian scholarship. This isn't
simply a return to pre-Soviet forms of Islam, but a
dynamic process of negotiation and adaptation. The
book effectively challenges simplistic narratives of a
monolithic Islamic resurgence, revealing the diverse
and often conflicting interpretations of Islam that
emerged in the post-Soviet context.

##+# The Diverse Manifestations of Islamic
Resurgence

Khalid expertly avoids generalizations, showcasing the
diversity within Central Asian Islam. He highlights the
distinctions between the various Islamic movements,
ranging from Sufi orders to Salafist groups, and
emphasizes the complexities of their interactions with
the state and society. The book doesn't present a
unified "Islamic" response to Communism, but rather
highlights the fragmented and contested nature of
religious resurgence, showing how different groups
negotiated their relationship with the newly
independent states. This internal diversity within the
broadly categorized "Islamic resurgence" is a crucial
aspect of Khalid's analysis. He effectively
demonstrates how power struggles between different
religious and political actors shaped the trajectory of
Islam in the region.
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Islam, Nationalism, and State
Power in Post-Soviet Central
Asia

*[slam After Communism* masterfully intertwines
religious resurgence with the emergence of national
identities and state-building processes in post-Soviet
Central Asia. Khalid argues that newly independent
states often utilized Islam strategically, sometimes
promoting certain interpretations of Islam while
suppressing others to consolidate their own power.
This complex interplay between religion, nationalism,
and state power is a recurring theme throughout the
book. The analysis extends beyond simple state
control, exploring the ways in which various religious
actors negotiated their relationship with the state and
sought to influence policy. This strategic use of Islam
by both state actors and religious groups forms a core
element of the narrative, providing a nuanced
understanding of the power dynamics at play. The
book highlights how the state's policies towards Islam
often had unintended consequences, sometimes
inadvertently empowering groups that challenged
state authority.

### The Role of Islamic Institutions and Networks

Khalid emphasizes the importance of religious
institutions and transnational networks in shaping the
development of Islam in the region. The flow of
religious ideas, funds, and personnel across borders
significantly impacted the nature of religious revival.
These transnational networks often played a crucial
role in providing resources, training, and ideological
guidance to local religious actors. This transborder
dimension significantly complicates the analysis,
revealing the interconnectedness of religious
developments within Central Asia and the wider
Islamic world. The book effectively traces how these
external influences shaped the character and
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trajectory of Islamic resurgence within Central Asia.

Challenges to Secularism and
the Ongoing Debate on Religious
Freedom

The book also addresses the tensions between
secularism and religious revival, exploring the
challenges posed by the growing influence of Islam to
the officially secular nature of many post-Soviet states.
Khalid’s analysis does not prescribe a solution, but it
reveals the complexities and contradictions inherent in
the attempt to balance secular governance with the
aspirations of a religiously devout populace. This
nuanced examination transcends simplistic narratives
of conflict, showcasing the intricate negotiation
between secular authorities and various religious
actors. The study reveals how religious freedom, often
championed in the West, became a site of struggle and
contestation within Central Asia's unique political
context.

### The Importance of Contextual Understanding

Khalid's work emphasizes the crucial need for
contextual understanding when analyzing religious
developments in post-Soviet Central Asia. He
consistently challenges Western generalizations about
Islam and avoids simplistic narratives of
"radicalization" or "extremism." Instead, the book
offers a historically grounded and nuanced
perspective, highlighting the diverse experiences and
interpretations of Islam within the region. This
emphasis on context is crucial for comprehending the
complexities of religious revival and avoiding sweeping
generalizations that often misrepresent the reality on
the ground.
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Conclusion: A Landmark Study
on Post-Soviet Religious Politics

Adeeb Khalid's *Islam After Communism* is a seminal
work that profoundly shapes our understanding of
religious resurgence in post-Soviet Central Asia. Its in-
depth analysis of the complex interplay between
religion, politics, and society offers a valuable
contribution to the scholarly literature. By
emphasizing the diversity of Islamic expression, the
strategic use of religion by state actors, and the
significance of transnational networks, Khalid provides
a richly textured and nuanced portrayal of the post-
Soviet Islamic landscape. The book’s impact lies in its
ability to move beyond simplistic narratives and offer a
sophisticated understanding of a complex and dynamic
historical process. Its enduring relevance stems from
its continued applicability to understanding the
ongoing evolution of Islam's role in the region and the
complexities of religious politics in post-communist
societies globally.

FAQ:

Q1: What is the main argument of *Islam After
Communism*?

A1l: The book's central argument is that the Soviet
suppression of religion paradoxically strengthened
Islamic identity and laid the groundwork for a complex
and diverse Islamic resurgence in post-Soviet Central
Asia. This resurgence wasn't a monolithic movement
but a contested process involving diverse Islamic
groups interacting with the newly formed states and
global Islamic networks.

Q2: How does Khalid's book challenge existing
narratives about Islamic resurgence?

A2: Khalid challenges simplistic narratives of a unified
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"Islamic revival" by demonstrating the internal
diversity within Central Asian Islam, showing the
competition and cooperation between different
religious and political actors, and highlighting the
significant role of state policies and transnational
networks. He avoids generalizations and emphasizes
the complexities of the post-Soviet context.

Q3: What is the significance of transnational
networks in Khalid's analysis?

A3: Khalid emphasizes the crucial role of transnational
religious networks in shaping the character of Islamic
resurgence in Central Asia. The flow of ideas,
resources, and personnel across borders significantly
impacted the development of local Islamic movements,
adding another layer of complexity to the dynamics of
religious revival in the region.

Q4: How does the book address the relationship
between Islam and the state in post-Soviet
Central Asia?

A4: The book explores the strategic use of Islam by
newly independent states in Central Asia, highlighting
how states sometimes promoted particular
interpretations of Islam to consolidate their power
while suppressing others. It analyzes the complex
power dynamics between religious actors and state
authorities.

Q5: What are the limitations of the book, if any?

A5: While a highly influential work, some critics might
argue for a more detailed engagement with the lived
experiences of ordinary Muslims in shaping religious
practices and beliefs beyond the interactions of elites
and state actors. Further, focusing predominantly on
Central Asia might limit the generalizability of its
conclusions to other post-communist contexts.

Q6: How is Khalid's book relevant today?
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AG6: *Islam After Communism* remains incredibly
relevant today as it provides a crucial framework for
understanding the ongoing evolution of Islam's role in
Central Asia and the broader dynamics of religious
politics in post-communist societies. Its insights into
the interplay between religion, politics, and state
power continue to resonate in contemporary
discussions about religious freedom, secularism, and
the role of transnational networks in shaping religious
landscapes globally.

Q7: What methodological approaches does Khalid
utilize in his book?

A7: Khalid utilizes a historical approach, drawing upon
a wide range of archival materials, government
documents, religious texts, and interviews with key
actors to construct his narrative. He employs a
comparative approach, drawing parallels and contrasts
between the experiences of different Central Asian
states. His methodology is meticulously researched
and documented, showcasing a careful and nuanced
approach to his subject matter.

Q8: What are the future implications of Khalid's
research?

A8: Khalid's work has significant implications for
future research on religious studies, post-communist
studies, and Central Asian politics. It encourages
further investigation into the diversity of Islamic
practices in the region, the evolving relationships
between religious groups and the state, and the impact
of transnational religious networks. His study also sets
a benchmark for future scholarship emphasizing
contextual understanding and avoiding generalizations
when analyzing complex religious phenomena.

Islam After Communism:

Islam After Communism By Adeeb Khalid
7



Islam After Communism By Adeeb Khalid

Navigating a Post-Soviet
Religious Landscape

Adeeb Khalid's insightful exploration, "Islam After
Communism," isn't merely a historical narrative of
religious reemergence in post-Soviet Central Asia; it's
a detailed examination of how a faith, suppressed for
decades under dictatorial regimes, reclaimed itself and
molded the cultural landscape of the region. The book
doesn't merely document events; it delves deep into
the intricate interplay between religion, politics, and
national identity in a region grappling with transition.

The book's strength lies in its holistic approach. Khalid
avoids simplistic narratives of religious triumph.
Instead, he meticulously unpacks the diverse ways in
which Islam revealed itself in the post-communist era.
This wasn't a uniform, monolithic event. Instead, the
return of Islam took on many forms, reflecting pre-
existing regional variations and the specific challenges
of each nation.

One of the central themes of the book is the subtle
relationship between the government and religious
institutions. While communist regimes had vigorously
suppressed religious practice, the post-communist
period didn't immediately lead to a peaceful
coexistence. The newly independent nations struggled
to define their own relationship with Islam, often
resulting in a fragile balance between tolerance and
supervision.

Khalid provides compelling examples to illustrate this
process. He analyzes the rise of Islamic political
parties, the formation of Islamic educational
institutions, and the role of religious leaders in
shaping public discourse. He doesn't shy away from
showing the difficulties faced, including the rise of
radical Islamist groups and the danger of religious
extremism. His analysis, however, avoids hyperbole,
focusing instead on a grounded grasp of the complex
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factors that contributed to these developments.

Furthermore, Khalid's work transcends a purely state
analysis. He recognizes the importance of communal
factors in shaping the resurgence of Islam. He explains
how Islam provided a sense of belonging for
populations confused by the sudden collapse of the
Soviet framework and the ensuing political upheaval.
Religious institutions often filled the void left by the
weakened government, providing charitable services,
education, and a system for community organization.
This position of Islam, beyond the purely religious, is
crucial to understanding its resurgence.

The book's methodological rigor is also noteworthy.
Khalid employs a mixture of primary and secondary
sources, including archival documents, interviews, and
journalistic narratives. His ability to combine these
sources into a coherent and compelling narrative is a
testament to his scholarly expertise. The writing style
is clear, making the complex issues understandable to
a broad public.

In summary, Adeeb Khalid's "Islam After Communism"
is a pivotal work that offers a subtle and
comprehensive understanding of a crucial period in
the history of Central Asia. It's a must-read for anyone
seeking to understand the complex relationship
between religion, politics, and identity in the post-
Soviet world. The book’s importance lies not only in its
historical account but also in its insights into the
ongoing processes of religious and political
development in the region. Understanding these
processes is critical for navigating the difficulties and
opportunities of the 21st century.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)

Q1: What is the main argument of "Islam After
Communism"?

Al: The book's central argument is that the
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resurgence of Islam in post-Soviet Central Asia was a
multifaceted process shaped by a complex interplay of
political, social, economic, and cultural factors. It
wasn't a uniform phenomenon but rather a varied
expression of religious identity adapting to the unique
challenges and opportunities of the post-communist
environment.

Q2: How does Khalid avoid simplistic narratives?

A2: Khalid avoids simplistic narratives by employing a
rigorous methodology, drawing on a variety of primary
and secondary sources, and by providing detailed case
studies that highlight the diversity of experiences and
responses to the post-communist transition. He
acknowledges both the positive and negative aspects
of Islam's role in the region, refusing to romanticize or
demonize it.

Q3: What is the significance of the book for
understanding contemporary issues?

A3: The book offers crucial insights into the ongoing
dynamics of religion and politics in Central Asia and
beyond. Understanding the historical context of
Islam's resurgence helps in analyzing contemporary
challenges such as religious extremism, state-religion
relations, and the role of religious institutions in
society.

Q4: Who is the intended audience for this book?

A4: The book is accessible to a broad audience,
including students of history, political science,
religious studies, and area studies. It's also relevant to
policymakers, journalists, and anyone interested in
understanding the complexities of the post-Soviet
world and the role of religion in shaping political and
social landscapes.
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