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Scrappy Bits Appliqué:
Fast, Easy, Fusible Quilts
by Shannon Brinkley – A
Comprehensive Review
Shannon Brinkley's *Scrappy Bits Appliqué: Fast, Easy,
Fusible Quilts* (July 4, 2014) offers a delightful dive into
the world of quick and accessible appliqué quilting. This
book provides a pathway for both beginners and
experienced quilters seeking efficient techniques and
charming designs. This review will delve into its key
features, benefits, and provide insights into why this
book remains a valuable resource for quilters of all skill
levels.
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A Beginner-Friendly Approach to
Fusible Appliqué
One of the book's greatest strengths is its accessibility.
Brinkley masterfully demystifies the process of fusible
appliqué, making it approachable for those new to
quilting, and even those intimidated by appliqué
techniques. The detailed instructions, accompanied by
clear photographs, guide readers through each step,
from selecting fabrics to finishing the final touches. This
makes *Scrappy Bits Appliqué* an excellent resource for
anyone wishing to learn easy fusible appliqué
techniques. The book’s focus on using readily available
scraps promotes a mindful approach to fabric
management, teaching quilters to see the beauty in
remnants and upcycled materials.

Exploring the Book's Unique
Features and Projects
*Scrappy Bits Appliqué* is unique in its emphasis on
speed and ease. Brinkley cleverly utilizes fusible
interfacing to streamline the application process,
significantly reducing the time and effort typically
associated with traditional appliqué. The book avoids
complex designs, instead focusing on projects using
simple shapes and playful color combinations. This
keeps the focus on the joy of creating rather than
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intricate stitching. The projects showcased are both
versatile and adaptable – perfect for adapting to your
personal style.

The book showcases numerous projects, ranging from
charming wall hangings to practical placemats and
delightful tea cozies. This versatility allows quilters to
choose projects that best suit their skill level and time
constraints. Many of the projects encourage the use of
scrappy fabrics, promoting creativity and minimizing
textile waste. This focus on sustainability is a refreshing
element in a craft often associated with significant fabric
consumption.

Furthermore, Brinkley expertly guides the reader
through various methods of creating interesting fabric
combinations. The book explores different approaches to
fabric selection and provides tips for achieving a
visually appealing and cohesive design, even when
using varied textures and colors. This attention to detail
and focus on aesthetics enhances the overall appeal of
the book, making it more than just a set of instructions.

The Benefits of Using Fusible
Appliqué Techniques
The use of fusible appliqué, as extensively detailed in
*Scrappy Bits Appliqué*, offers numerous benefits:

Speed and Efficiency: Fusible interfacing
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significantly reduces stitching time compared to
traditional hand- or machine-appliqué methods.
Reduced Skill Level Required: This technique
simplifies the process, making it achievable for
beginners.
Versatility: Fusible appliqué can be adapted for
various projects and design styles.
Clean Edges: The fusible web helps create crisp,
clean edges on the appliqué pieces.
Easy Cleanup: Less time is spent on trimming
and securing stitches.

Beyond the Book: Expanding
Your Appliqué Skills
While *Scrappy Bits Appliqué* is a wonderful
introduction to fusible appliqué, the techniques detailed
within can be expanded upon and adapted to create
more intricate and personalized projects. Once
comfortable with the basics, quilters can experiment
with more complex shapes, incorporate different
stitching techniques, and develop their own unique
design styles. The foundation provided by Brinkley's
book will serve as a solid launching pad for creative
exploration. Remember to practice your applique
techniques regularly to build confidence and
proficiency.
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Conclusion
*Scrappy Bits Appliqué: Fast, Easy, Fusible Quilts* by
Shannon Brinkley is a valuable addition to any quilter’s
library. Its straightforward approach to fusible appliqué,
coupled with its charming project ideas and focus on
sustainability, makes it a delightful and practical
resource. Whether you are a seasoned quilter seeking a
time-saving technique or a beginner looking to explore
the world of appliqué, this book will provide the
knowledge and inspiration you need to create beautiful
and unique projects. The emphasis on using scraps
adds an element of resourceful crafting, aligning with
the growing interest in sustainable and eco-friendly
practices within the quilting community.

Frequently Asked Questions
(FAQ)
Q1: Is this book suitable for absolute beginners in
quilting?

A1: Absolutely! Brinkley's writing style is clear and
concise, making it easy to follow even for those
completely new to quilting. The book provides step-by-
step instructions and clear illustrations, making the
learning curve gentle and manageable.

Q2: What materials are needed to use the
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techniques in the book?

A2: You will need fabric scraps (of course!), fusible
interfacing, a rotary cutter (or scissors), an iron, a
cutting mat, and basic sewing supplies like needles and
thread. The specific materials for individual projects are
clearly listed in each project description.

Q3: Can I use any type of fabric for fusible
appliqué?

A3: While most fabrics work well, it's recommended to
avoid overly delicate or stretchy fabrics, as these can be
more challenging to work with using fusible interfacing.
Cotton and cotton blends are ideal choices.

Q4: What are the limitations of fusible appliqué?

A4: Fusible appliqué isn't ideal for every project. It might
not be suitable for projects that require extreme
durability or intricate detail. Additionally, the finished
appliqué might be slightly less durable than traditional
hand- or machine-appliqué methods, but for many
projects, the difference is negligible.

Q5: How can I adapt the projects in the book to
my own style?

A5: The projects are designed to be adaptable!
Experiment with different fabrics, colors, and sizes to
create a design that reflects your personal style and
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preferences. Don't be afraid to substitute patterns or
add your own creative elements.

Q6: Where can I purchase this book?

A6: *Scrappy Bits Appliqué* can often be found on
online marketplaces like Amazon, eBay, and other used
book retailers. Check with your local bookstores as well.

Q7: Are there more advanced fusible appliqué
books by Shannon Brinkley?

A7: While *Scrappy Bits Appliqué* focuses on beginner-
friendly projects, researching Shannon Brinkley's other
publications might reveal more advanced techniques.

Q8: Can I use this technique for clothing appliqué?

A8: Yes, while the book focuses on quilting projects, the
fusible appliqué techniques can be applied to clothing as
well. However, you might need to consider the fabric
weight and durability requirements of your clothing
items.

Unlocking the Joy of Quick and Easy Appliqué: A Deep
Dive into Shannon Brinkley's "Scrappy Bits Appliqué:
Fast, Easy, Fusible Quilts"

Shannon Brinkley's "Scrappy Bits Appliqué: Fast, Easy,
Fusible Quilts," introduced on July 4th, 2014, isn't just
another quilting instructional book. It's a ode to the



Scrappy Bits Applique Fast Easy Fusible Quilts By Shannon
Brinkley 4 Jul 2014 Paperback

Scrappy Bits Applique Fast Easy Fusible Quilts By Shannon Brinkley 4 Jul
2014 Paperback

8

unpretentious beauty of scrappy quilting, presenting a
accessible approach that democratizes this often-
intimidating craft to novices and seasoned quilters alike.
The book's strength lies in its celebrating of
imperfection, encouraging quilters to embrace the
individual character of irregular shapes and spontaneous
color combinations.

The book's core premise revolves around the use of
fusible appliqué, a method that significantly simplifies
the effort required in creating intricate appliqué designs.
Brinkley expertly directs the reader through the process,
breaking down each step into clearly understandable
instructions. Forget the tedious hand-sewing of
traditional appliqué; this method employs fusible
webbing, a delicate adhesive fabric that attaches the
fabric pieces to the quilt top with heat and pressure.
This groundbreaking method opens up a world of
creative possibilities, allowing quilters to experiment
with diverse fabrics, textures, and designs with
unmatched ease.

Brinkley's tone is inviting, creating a sense of
companionship and encouragement throughout the
book. She provides her wisdom in a straightforward
manner, excluding jargon and instead employing
relatable language and helpful analogies. The book is
generously illustrated with crisp photographs and
straightforward diagrams, in addition augmenting the
reader’s understanding.
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The book showcases a array of patterns, from
elementary placemats and coasters to more elaborate
wall hangings and quilts. Each project is carefully
described, with precise instructions and helpful tips. The
designs are formatted to engage quilters of all skill
levels, allowing them to incrementally expand their
expertise.

One of the most enticing aspects of the book is its
emphasis on using scraps. Brinkley expertly shows how
to change seemingly worthless scraps of fabric into
gorgeous works of art. This only lessens fabric waste but
also promotes creative ingenuity. It’s a powerful
message, promoting sustainability and mindful crafting.

Beyond the practical methods, Brinkley’s book conveys
a deeper message about the satisfaction of quilting. It’s
a recognition of the experience itself, emphasizing the
calming character of the craft and the sense of
satisfaction that comes from creating something
attractive with one’s own hands. The book isn’t just a
manual; it’s an invitation to relax, to engage with the
inventive side of oneself, and to enjoy the pure
pleasures of handcrafting.

In closing, "Scrappy Bits Appliqué: Fast, Easy, Fusible
Quilts" is a invaluable resource for any quilter,
independent of skill level. Its concise instructions,
practical tips, and inspiring approach make it a joy to
read and follow. The book's focus on utilizing scraps and



Scrappy Bits Applique Fast Easy Fusible Quilts By Shannon
Brinkley 4 Jul 2014 Paperback

Scrappy Bits Applique Fast Easy Fusible Quilts By Shannon Brinkley 4 Jul
2014 Paperback

10

accepting imperfection fosters a responsible approach to
crafting and aids quilters to engage with the inventive
process on a more profound level.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is this book suitable for beginners? A:
Absolutely! Brinkley's clear instructions and step-by-step
approach make it perfect for those new to quilting and
appliqué.

2. Q: What type of appliqué is used in the book? A:
The book focuses on fusible appliqué, a method that
significantly simplifies the process compared to
traditional hand-sewing techniques.

3. Q: What materials are needed to complete the
projects? A: The book lists all necessary materials for
each project, including fabrics, fusible webbing, and
basic quilting supplies.

4. Q: Are the projects complex? A: The book features
projects ranging in complexity from simple to more
challenging, allowing quilters of all skill levels to find
suitable options.

5. Q: Where can I purchase the book? A: The book is
readily available online through various vendors of
quilting books and maybe from used book merchants.
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