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The Cessna 172N, a stalwart of general
aviation, boasts a rich history.
Understanding its intricacies is crucial for
safe and efficient operation. This article
delves into the crucial information contained
within the Cessna 172N Pilot Operating
Handbook (POH), specifically focusing on
the 1979 model year. We'll explore key
sections, practical applications, and common
questions surrounding this iconic aircraft's
documentation. Understanding this manual
is paramount for any pilot operating a 1979
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Cessna 172N, addressing key aspects like
performance charts, systems operation,
and emergency procedures.

Understanding the 1979
Cessna 172N Pilot
Operating Handbook
The 1979 Cessna 172N POH isn't just a book;
it's the pilot's bible for this specific aircraft
model. It's a comprehensive guide detailing
every aspect of the aircraft's operation,
maintenance, and limitations. This manual is
not interchangeable with those for other
Cessna 172 models or years; specific details
vary significantly. Therefore, possessing and
thoroughly studying the 1979 Cessna
172N POH is non-negotiable for safe flight.

### Key Sections of the Manual

The manual's structure is logically
organized, typically including but not limited
to:

General Information: This section
provides an overview of the aircraft,
its specifications (such as weight and
balance), and limitations.
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Flight Operating Limitations: This
is arguably the most crucial section,
outlining maximum speeds, altitudes,
and other constraints critical for safe
flight. Ignoring these limits can have
severe consequences.
Performance Charts: These charts
are essential for pre-flight planning.
They detail the aircraft's performance
under varying conditions
(temperature, altitude, weight) and
are crucial for calculating takeoff and
landing distances, fuel consumption,
and climb performance.
Understanding how to interpret these
performance charts is a vital skill for
every 172N pilot.
Systems Description: This part
explains the aircraft's various systems
– fuel, electrical, hydraulic (if
equipped), and flight controls –
detailing their operation and potential
malfunctions. Understanding the
systems operation allows for quicker
troubleshooting and safer response in
case of anomalies.
Emergency Procedures: This
section outlines procedures for various
emergencies, including engine failure,
fire, and other unexpected situations.
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Rehearsing these procedures is crucial
for effective response in a real-world
scenario.
Weight and Balance: This section
explains the importance of proper
weight and balance calculations and
how exceeding these limits impacts
flight performance and safety.
Accurate weight and balance
computations are essential before
every flight.

Benefits of Mastering the
1979 Cessna 172N POH
The benefits of thoroughly understanding
and utilizing the 1979 Cessna 172N POH
extend far beyond simply passing a
checkride. Proficiency in using the manual
contributes directly to:

Enhanced Safety: The manual
provides clear guidance on safe
operating procedures, helping pilots
avoid dangerous situations.
Improved Flight Efficiency:
Understanding performance charts
and other data allows for better fuel
management and flight planning,
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leading to cost savings and improved
efficiency.
Better Emergency Response:
Familiarization with emergency
procedures allows for quicker and
more effective responses in critical
situations, potentially saving lives.
Increased Confidence: A thorough
understanding of the aircraft’s
capabilities and limitations instills
confidence in pilots, leading to more
relaxed and competent flying.

Practical Application and
Usage
The 1979 Cessna 172N POH shouldn't be
treated as a reference book to be consulted
only during emergencies. Instead, it should
be a constant companion throughout pre-
flight preparation, in-flight decision-making,
and post-flight analysis.

Pre-Flight: Use the performance
charts to calculate takeoff and landing
distances based on prevailing weather
conditions and aircraft weight. Review
the systems description to perform a
thorough pre-flight inspection.
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In-Flight: Refer to the limitations
section to ensure you're operating
within the aircraft's safe operating
envelope. Consult the emergency
procedures section to refresh your
memory on handling unexpected
situations.
Post-Flight: Review your flight
against the performance charts and
other data to evaluate your fuel
consumption and identify areas for
improvement.

Limitations and
Considerations
While the 1979 Cessna 172N POH is a
comprehensive resource, it’s crucial to
acknowledge its limitations:

Age: The manual reflects the
technology and understanding of
aviation from 1979. Modern
advancements might necessitate
supplemental information or training.
Specific to the 1979 Model: The
information within is not universally
applicable to other 172 models or
years. Using a wrong manual is
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dangerous.
Requires Interpretation:
Understanding and applying the
information in the POH requires a solid
understanding of aviation principles
and meteorology.

Conclusion
The 1979 Cessna 172N Pilot Operating
Handbook is an invaluable resource for
anyone operating this aircraft. Its careful
study and consistent application directly
contribute to safer, more efficient, and more
confident flight operations. Remember that
the POH is not simply a document; it's a
critical tool for ensuring the safe and
successful completion of every flight.
Regular review and understanding are key
to maximizing its benefits and ensuring your
safety in the air.

Frequently Asked
Questions (FAQ)
Q1: Where can I find a copy of the 1979
Cessna 172N POH?

A1: Obtaining a copy can be challenging.
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Check online aviation marketplaces, contact
Cessna directly (though they may not have
this specific vintage readily available), or
search for used copies through aircraft
maintenance shops or aviation supply
stores. You might also find scanned copies
online, but ensure their authenticity and
completeness. Always prioritize a complete,
officially published manual.

Q2: Is it legal to fly a 1979 Cessna 172N
without the POH?

A2: No, it's generally not legal to fly any
aircraft without its relevant POH, including a
1979 Cessna 172N. Regulations vary by
country and region, but having this
document is typically a requirement for legal
flight operation.

Q3: Can I use a POH from a different
year of the Cessna 172N?

A3: No, this is strongly discouraged. Even
seemingly minor changes between model
years can significantly affect performance
and handling characteristics. Using the
wrong POH could lead to serious safety
hazards.

Q4: What if I find a discrepancy



Cessna Information Manual 1979 Model 172n

Cessna Information Manual 1979 Model 172n
9

between the POH and my aircraft?

A4: Immediately ground the aircraft and
consult with a qualified aircraft mechanic or
your maintenance provider. Any
discrepancies between the manual and the
actual aircraft configuration require
immediate attention.

Q5: How often should I review the POH?

A5: Ideally, review key sections before each
flight, and conduct a thorough review of the
entire manual periodically, at least annually
or as part of recurrent flight training.

Q6: Are there any online resources that
supplement the POH?

A6: Yes, numerous online forums, aviation
websites, and training materials offer
additional information and resources that
can enhance your understanding of the 1979
Cessna 172N. However, always prioritize the
official POH as your primary source of
information.

Q7: What if I can't understand a section
of the POH?

A7: Don't hesitate to seek help from a
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certified flight instructor (CFI) or a qualified
aviation mechanic. Understanding the
manual is crucial for safe operation, and
professional guidance is readily available.

Q8: Does the POH cover maintenance
procedures?

A8: While the POH contains some general
maintenance information, it’s not a
substitute for a comprehensive maintenance
manual. The maintenance manual provides
detailed procedures for servicing and
repairing the aircraft. You'll need both
manuals for complete understanding of your
aircraft.

Decoding the Cessna
Information Manual: A
Deep Dive into the 1979
Model 172N
The legendary Cessna 172 Skyhawk, a
staple of general aviation, has witnessed
unparalleled popularity over the decades. Its
robustness and user-friendly nature have
made it a favorite choice for flight schools,
private owners, and even professional
operators. This article delves into the details
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of the 1979 Cessna 172N Information
Manual, exploring its contents and providing
understanding into the operation of this
remarkable aircraft.

The 1979 Cessna 172N Information Manual
serves as the authoritative guide for
comprehending the machine's systems,
methods, and limitations. It's not merely a
assemblage of engineering details; it's a
thorough resource that enables the pilot to
safely and efficiently operate the aircraft.
The manual's structure is straightforward,
simplifying location to crucial information
when needed.

One of the manual's main sections centers
on the aircraft's systems. This covers
detailed descriptions of the engine, rotor,
electrical system, petrol system, and
hydraulic systems (if applicable). Diagrams
and illustrations elucidate the complex
interrelationships between these systems.
Understanding these systems is essential for
preventative maintenance and
troubleshooting possible malfunctions.

The flight manual section presents essential
information on typical and emergency
operating procedures. This part covers
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topics such as departure, climb, travel,
landing approach, and arrival. Critical
methods, such as motor malfunction,
electronic network malfunction, and
handling abnormal attitudes are also
completely addressed. The focus on safety is
clear throughout this section.

Beyond the technical aspects, the 1979
Cessna 172N Information Manual
incorporates helpful data on performance.
This information lets pilots to calculate
takeoff and touchdown distances, gasoline
consumption, and climb velocities under
various circumstances. This knowledge is
essential for efficient flight preparation and
reliable handling of the aircraft.

The manual also includes a section
dedicated to servicing. While not a thorough
maintenance manual, it offers instruction on
routine inspections and methods for
detecting probable problems. It stresses the
importance of routine maintenance for
sustaining the aircraft's operability and
securing protection.

In conclusion, the 1979 Cessna 172N
Information Manual is an indispensable aid
for any pilot flying this well-liked aircraft. Its
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extensive scope of systems, methods, and
performance information allows pilots to
handle the aircraft securely, competently,
and surely. Understanding and utilizing the
details within this manual is key to becoming
a secure and competent pilot.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Where can I find a copy of the 1979
Cessna 172N Information Manual? You
can endeavor to find a physical copy
through aviation collectibles suppliers or
online sales sites like eBay. Alternatively,
you might find scanned copies on digital
groups dedicated to general aviation.

2. Is the manual still relevant today?
While newer models may have different
features, the fundamental concepts of flight
and aircraft handling continue largely the
same. The 1979 manual provides helpful
knowledge into the mechanics of the aircraft
and can still be a useful learning guide.

3. Can I use the manual for
maintenance? The manual includes some
maintenance information, but it is not a
comprehensive maintenance manual. For
detailed maintenance methods, you should
look to the individual Cessna 172N
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maintenance manual.

4. What is the importance of
understanding the limitations section?
The limitations section outlines the limits
within which the aircraft must be managed
safely. Understanding these limitations is
completely crucial for averting accidents and
ensuring secure flight.
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