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Don Hibbard's 2006 hardcover, *Designing Paradise: The Allure of the Hawaiian Resort*, isn't just a coffee table book; it's a deep dive into the architectural and cultural forces that shaped Hawaii's iconic
resort landscape. This insightful work explores the evolution of Hawaiian resorts, highlighting their unique blend of indigenous traditions and imported architectural styles. By examining this compelling
intersection, Hibbard reveals the complex design decisions that created—and continue to shape—the allure of these luxurious getaways. This article will explore the key themes presented in the book,

delving into its historical context, aesthetic influences, and lasting impact on tourism and Hawaiian identity.

The Historical Context: From Plantation to Paradise

*Designing Paradise* meticulously traces the development of Hawaiian resorts from their humble beginnings. Hibbard expertly details how the transition from plantation economies to a tourism-based
economy fundamentally altered the landscape. Early resorts, often built on former plantation lands, reflected a blend of practical functionality and burgeoning notions of tropical escapism. This early period,
explored thoroughly in the book, showcases the influence of various architectural styles—from the plantation-era bungalows to the emerging "South Seas" aesthetic that romanticized Polynesian culture.
This section of the book effectively highlights the architectural history of Hawaiian resorts, showing how early designs laid the groundwork for the later, more elaborate structures.

Aesthetic Influences: A Fusion of Cultures

One of the most fascinating aspects of Hibbard's work is its exploration of the cultural influences on Hawaiian resort design. The book masterfully illustrates how designers attempted to reconcile
conflicting ideas - the desire for a "tropical paradise" often clashed with the realities of local culture and environment. The book uses rich photography and detailed descriptions to demonstrate how styles
like Spanish Colonial, Mission Revival, and even elements of Japanese architecture were adapted and combined to create a distinctly Hawaiian aesthetic. This “fusion” style, as Hibbard calls it, is a critical

element of the book's analysis of the resorts’ unique appeal. It's not simply the beautiful beaches, but the carefully constructed environments which offer a particular vision of paradise.

Environmental Impact and Sustainability: A Growing Concern

While celebrating the beauty and ingenuity of Hawaiian resort design, Hibbard doesn't shy away from examining the environmental consequences. *Designing Paradise* touches upon the growing
awareness, even in the early 2000s, of the need for sustainable tourism practices. The book subtly highlights the tensions between development and conservation, showcasing examples of both
environmentally conscious and environmentally damaging approaches to resort construction. This aspect of the book adds depth and relevance, making it a valuable resource for anyone interested in the
sustainable tourism aspects of Hawaiian resort development. Hibbard’'s work serves as a reminder that the pursuit of paradise shouldn't come at the cost of the very environment that makes it so
alluring.

The Hawaiian Identity: Representation and Appropriation

A crucial element of *Designing Paradise* is its critical examination of how Hawaiian culture is represented - and sometimes appropriated - in resort design. Hibbard carefully dissects the use of indigenous
motifs, materials, and architectural styles, questioning whether these elements are respectfully integrated or simply used as superficial decoration to enhance the "exotic" appeal of the resorts. This
discussion raises important questions about authenticity and cultural sensitivity in tourism. The book offers valuable insights into the ongoing dialogue regarding the appropriate representation of Hawaiian
culture in the context of the tourism industry and challenges readers to consider the ethical implications of design choices.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Design and Debate

Don Hibbard’s *Designing Paradise* is more than a visual feast; it's a compelling narrative of architectural innovation, cultural exchange, and environmental responsibility. The book successfully weaves
together historical context, aesthetic analysis, and critical commentary to provide a comprehensive understanding of the Hawaiian resort experience. By examining the complex interplay of design, culture,
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and environment, Hibbard encourages readers to think critically about the creation and impact of these iconic spaces. The book's enduring value lies in its ability to spark discussions about the ethical
considerations of tourism and the ongoing challenge of balancing development with preservation.

FAQ

Q1: What is the central argument of *Designing Paradise*?

Al: The central argument revolves around the complex relationship between architectural design, cultural representation, and environmental impact in the creation of Hawaiian resorts. Hibbard argues that
the aesthetic of these resorts is a carefully constructed blend of various architectural styles and cultural elements, often reflecting both genuine appreciation and problematic appropriation of Hawaiian
identity. He also implicitly argues that sustainability must be central to future resort design.

Q2: What architectural styles are discussed in the book?

A2: The book covers a wide range of styles including plantation-era bungalows, Spanish Colonial, Mission Revival, and elements of Japanese and Polynesian architecture. Hibbard analyzes how these styles
were adapted and combined to create a uniquely Hawaiian resort aesthetic.

Q3: How does the book address the issue of cultural sensitivity?

A3: *Designing Paradise* directly addresses the complexities of representing Hawaiian culture in resort design. Hibbard critically examines the use of indigenous motifs and styles, questioning whether their
incorporation serves as genuine homage or merely superficial decoration designed to attract tourists. This analysis promotes a discussion on ethical design practices.

Q4: What is the significance of the book's publication date (2006)?

A4: Published in 2006, the book reflects the growing awareness of sustainability and responsible tourism. While not solely focused on contemporary issues, it lays the groundwork for future discussions on
the environmental and cultural impact of resort development, a conversation only intensified since the book’s release.

Q5: Is the book primarily aimed at architects or a broader audience?

A5: While architects will appreciate the detailed analysis of design elements, the book's accessible style and captivating visuals make it engaging for a broader audience interested in Hawaiian culture,
history, architecture, tourism, or sustainable design practices.

Q6: What makes *Designing Paradise* different from other books on Hawaiian resorts?

A6: *Designing Paradise* distinguishes itself by its nuanced and critical approach. It goes beyond simply showcasing the visual beauty of Hawaiian resorts; it delves into the historical, cultural, and
environmental contexts that shaped their design, fostering a deeper understanding of their significance.

Q7: Where can | find a copy of *Designing Paradise*?

A7: Used copies of *Designing Paradise: The Allure of the Hawaiian Resort* by Don Hibbard (2006 hardcover) are often available through online bookstores like Amazon, Abebooks, and eBay. You might also
check libraries and university bookstores.

Q8: What are the key takeaways from reading *Designing Paradise*?

A8: Key takeaways include a deeper understanding of the evolution of Hawaiian resort design, the complex interplay of cultural influences, the ongoing debate about cultural representation in tourism, and
the critical importance of incorporating sustainability into future resort development.

Delving into the Enchanted World of Hawaiian Resorts: A Deep Dive into Hibbard's "Designing Paradise"

Hibbard Don's 2006 hardcover, "Designing Paradise: The Allure of the Hawaiian Resort," isn't just a book; it's a journey into the core of a singular social phenomenon. This fascinating work investigates the
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complex interplay of construction, environment, marketing, and ethnic impacts that have shaped the iconic Hawaiian resort experience. It's a persuasive narrative that uncovers the thorough planning and
visionary guidance required to create these extraordinary locations.

The text's potency lies in its ability to weave together multiple perspectives. Hibbard doesn't simply portray the material aspects of resort growth; he delves into the socio-cultural setting, examining the
ways in which resorts have modified to shifting needs and expectations. He underscores the tension between the desire to conserve Hawaiian culture and the monetary forces to cater to the worldwide
tourism industry.

One of the book's most interesting aspects is its investigation of the progression of resort planning. Hibbard traces the shift from the first simple cottages to the magnificent lodges of today, showing how
architectural styles have mirrored changing tastes and scientific improvements. He gives specific attention to the influence of environment design in creating a feeling of paradise.

Furthermore, the book effectively analyzes the promotion strategies employed by Hawaiian resorts to attract tourists. He analyzes the creation of famous representations and stories that have molded
perceptions of Hawaii as a tropical paradise. This aspect is particularly important in grasping the elaborate relationship between tourism and cultural legacy.

Hibbard's writing style is accessible, mixing intellectual precision with an interesting narrative voice. The volume is richly photographed, providing a pictorial account of the evolution of Hawaiian resort
planning and landscape architecture.

In conclusion, "Designing Paradise" offers a important supplement to our comprehension of the intricate past and expansion of Hawaiian resorts. It's a essential for anyone interested in tourism,
architecture, landscape design, or the ethnic impact of worldwide vacationing.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is this book suitable for someone without a background in architecture or tourism?

Al: Absolutely. While the book delves into architectural details, it's written in an accessible style, making it engaging for a broad audience. The broader themes of cultural impact and economic
development are easily understood regardless of prior knowledge.

Q2: What is the main argument or thesis of the book?

A2: The book argues that the creation of the Hawaiian resort experience is a complex process involving a delicate balance between economic development, preservation of local culture, and the evolving
demands of the global tourism market.

Q3: Does the book offer any practical applications or lessons learned?

A3: Yes, the book provides valuable insights into sustainable tourism practices, the importance of cultural sensitivity in resort development, and the strategic use of marketing and branding to create
desirable destinations.

Q4: What makes this book stand out from other books on Hawaiian tourism?

A4: This book provides a unique in-depth analysis of the architectural and landscape design elements that contribute to the overall allure of Hawaiian resorts, while simultaneously exploring the socio-
cultural implications of this industry. It offers a more holistic and nuanced perspective than many other works in the field.
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