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Forgotten Ally: China's World War II
(1937-1945) – A Sacrifice Largely
Overlooked
The Second World War, a conflict that reshaped the global landscape, often focuses on the
European and Pacific theaters. Yet, a crucial and often overlooked aspect is the monumental
contribution of China, a forgotten ally whose eight-year struggle against Imperial Japan
(1937-1945) significantly impacted the war's outcome. This article delves into China's immense
sacrifices, highlighting its strategic importance, military contributions, and the lasting impact
of this largely underappreciated participation in the global conflict. We'll examine key aspects,
including the Chinese resistance against Japan, the impact of the Second Sino-Japanese
War, the casualties suffered by China, and the country's ultimately unequal treatment in
post-war settlements.

The Second Sino-Japanese War: A Precursor to World
War II
The Second Sino-Japanese War, commencing with the Marco Polo Bridge Incident in 1937,
predated the wider global conflict. It served as a brutal testing ground for Japanese military
strategy and foreshadowed the brutality that would characterize the Pacific theater. China's
protracted resistance, despite overwhelming odds and limited resources, tied down significant
Japanese forces, preventing their immediate deployment to other fronts. This Chinese
resistance against Japan was not merely a regional conflict; it was a vital part of the larger
Allied war effort.

### The Extent of Chinese Sacrifice

The sheer scale of Chinese suffering is staggering. Millions of Chinese soldiers and civilians
perished, casualties that far outweighed those of many other Allied nations. The war devastated
the Chinese countryside, leaving widespread destruction and famine in its wake. This impact
of the Second Sino-Japanese War extended far beyond military losses; it crippled China's
economy and infrastructure, setting back its development for decades.

The war also witnessed numerous instances of atrocious Japanese atrocities, including the
Nanjing Massacre, a horrific event that underscored the brutality of the conflict and the
relentless nature of the Japanese occupation of China. These crimes against humanity added
to the immense human cost of the war and remain a stark reminder of the devastation
experienced by the Chinese people.

Military Contributions and Strategic Significance
Despite facing a technologically superior enemy, the Chinese army fought with unwavering
determination. Their guerrilla warfare tactics, particularly in rural areas, proved highly
effective in harassing and wearing down Japanese forces. This asymmetric warfare strategy,
utilizing extensive knowledge of the terrain and employing smaller, more mobile units, inflicted
significant casualties on the Japanese, contributing significantly to the overall Allied war effort.
China's geographic location also proved strategically vital. By engaging the Japanese army in a
protracted conflict on the Asian mainland, China diverted substantial Japanese resources and
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manpower, preventing their concentration elsewhere. This indirectly supported Allied
operations in other theaters, significantly contributing to the overall war outcome.

Unequal Treatment and Post-War Legacy
Despite their immense contributions, China's role in World War II remains underappreciated in
the global narrative. In post-war settlements, China's sacrifices were not adequately
recognized, and the country received far less international support and aid than its
contributions warranted. This unequal treatment stemmed from a complex interplay of
geopolitical factors, including the Cold War's emerging dynamics and the prevailing Western-
centric view of the war. This contributed to a perception of China as a “forgotten ally”, a label
that only recently has been actively challenged by historians and public awareness campaigns.
The ongoing effort to accurately represent China’s contribution aims to rectify this historical
oversight and offer a more complete and nuanced understanding of World War II.

The Ongoing Re-evaluation of China's Role
Recent scholarship has increasingly highlighted China's crucial role in the Second World War,
challenging the conventional narratives that often marginalized its significance. Historians are
now exploring the complexities of the conflict from a more inclusive perspective, shedding light
on the multifaceted nature of China's resistance and its strategic impact on the overall Allied
victory. This re-evaluation involves examining primary sources, incorporating diverse
perspectives, and challenging long-held assumptions about the war's narrative. The goal is to
give proper weight to the untold stories of the millions of Chinese who fought and died,
ensuring their sacrifices are appropriately remembered and their contributions properly
acknowledged within the larger context of World War II.

Conclusion
China's involvement in World War II, from 1937 to 1945, represents a significant yet often
overlooked chapter in the global conflict. The country's eight-year struggle against Imperial
Japan involved immense human cost, strategic military contributions, and ultimately, unequal
treatment in post-war settlements. Understanding China's crucial role is not just a matter of
historical accuracy; it's essential for a complete and balanced understanding of World War II
and its lasting impact on the world. The ongoing re-evaluation of this history helps to rectify
past oversights and ensure that the sacrifices of the Chinese people are appropriately
recognized and remembered.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: What was the most significant military contribution of China during World War
II?

A1: While China lacked the advanced weaponry of other Allied powers, its most significant
contributions were strategic. By tying down a substantial portion of the Japanese Imperial
Army for eight years, China diverted resources and manpower that could have been deployed
elsewhere. The protracted nature of the Second Sino-Japanese War severely hampered Japan's
ability to launch and sustain major offensives in other theaters, providing crucial relief to Allied
forces in the Pacific and potentially in Europe. Additionally, the effective utilization of guerrilla
warfare tactics inflicted significant casualties on the Japanese military, weakening their overall
capabilities.

Q2: How did the Second Sino-Japanese War impact the global war?

A2: The Second Sino-Japanese War served as a crucial prelude to the wider global conflict,
providing a testing ground for Japanese military strategy and highlighting their expansionist
ambitions. The war's protracted nature significantly impacted the global balance of power,
tying up Japanese forces and preventing their immediate deployment to other strategic
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locations. It also helped to galvanize international support for the Allied cause, raising
awareness of the threat posed by Japanese imperialism. Further, the war's brutality
contributed to the growing international outrage that eventually led to the formal declaration
of war against Japan.

Q3: What were the major challenges faced by China during the war?

A3: China faced numerous challenges, primarily the technological disparity with Japan. Their
army lacked sufficient modern weaponry and equipment, hindering their ability to effectively
engage the Japanese military. Internal political divisions and instability weakened their overall
war effort. Furthermore, the war devastated the Chinese economy and infrastructure, causing
widespread famine and suffering among the civilian population. Maintaining supply lines was a
huge logistical problem given the vastness of the country and the ongoing conflict.

Q4: Why is China's role in World War II often overlooked?

A4: Several factors contribute to the overlooking of China's role. The war in Europe and the
Pacific often dominated global narratives, overshadowing the protracted conflict in China. The
complexities of Chinese politics and the subsequent Cold War division further complicated the
telling of this story. A lack of readily available English-language primary sources also presented
challenges to scholars outside of China. Finally, there was a tendency to focus more on the
European theater as the central front of the war.

Q5: What is the significance of remembering China's contribution to WWII today?

A5: Remembering China's contribution is crucial for several reasons. First, it's a matter of
historical accuracy and fairness to acknowledge the immense sacrifices made by the Chinese
people. Secondly, recognizing this contribution offers a more complete and nuanced
understanding of World War II, challenging simplistic narratives and providing a broader
perspective. Finally, understanding this history promotes a more inclusive and accurate
portrayal of the war and provides vital lessons for future generations, particularly about the
consequences of unchecked aggression and the importance of collective resistance against
tyranny.

Q6: What are some resources for learning more about China's role in WWII?

A6: There are numerous resources to explore. Start with academic journals and books focusing
on the Second Sino-Japanese War. Many excellent documentaries and films depict aspects of
the conflict from the Chinese perspective. Museums and archives both in China and
internationally house extensive collections related to the war. Finally, numerous online
resources provide valuable information, although it's always important to critically assess the
source's credibility and potential bias.

Q7: How did the experiences of Chinese soldiers and civilians differ during the war?

A7: While both faced immense hardship, the experiences differed significantly. Soldiers faced
direct combat, exposure to the elements, and the constant threat of death. Civilians endured
Japanese atrocities, widespread destruction, famine, displacement, and the constant fear of
violence. The war shattered the fabric of Chinese society, affecting every aspect of daily life
and leaving deep psychological scars. The lived experiences of both groups are vital
components of understanding the immense scale of the impact of the war.

Q8: What is the current status of historical research on China's role in World War II?

A8: The field is experiencing a renaissance. Historians are actively challenging Eurocentric
narratives, incorporating Chinese perspectives and voices, and using primary sources to
provide a richer understanding of the conflict. This renewed interest focuses on exploring the
complexities of the war, including the diverse experiences of different groups and the intricate
interplay of domestic and international factors. Increased collaboration between international
researchers and institutions are further enriching the available scholarship.
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Forgotten Ally: China's World War II (1937-1945)

The Great Patriotic War is typically portrayed as a battle between the Allied and Axis powers,
with the roles of the United States, the Soviet Union, Great Britain, and France heading the
narrative. However, a critical factor of this massive conflict is often ignored: the lengthy and
brutal defiance of China against the Japanese military forces. China's participation in the
conflict, from the start of the Second Sino-Japanese War in 1937 until the end of hostilities in
1945, was a unparalleled demonstration of bravery and perseverance that merits far greater
acknowledgment.

China's struggle began preceding the outbreak of World War II in Europe. The Japanese
aggression in 1937 marked the start of a widespread war that extended for eight arduous
years. This drawn-out conflict tied down a significant portion of the Japanese armed forces,
drawing away resources and manpower that would have been used elsewhere in the Pacific or
Southeast Asia. This unsung dedication significantly impacted the overall trajectory of the war.

The character of the Chinese resistance was also distinct. Unlike the set-piece battles
undertaken by other Allied nations, China's battle was a blend of guerrilla warfare,
conventional battles, and political maneuvering. The size of China's territory allowed the
Chinese military to utilize efficient ambush techniques, annoying the Japanese enemy troops
and obstructing them from gaining a conclusive triumph.

The casualties borne by the Chinese throughout the war were astounding. Estimates differ
substantially, but it's commonly believed that millions of Chinese people and soldiers died as a
result of the war. The scale of this destruction is frequently understated in most narratives of
World War II. The suffering felt by the Chinese people is a testament to their perseverance in
the presence of tremendous adversity.

The efforts of China throughout World War II should not be forgotten. Their protracted
struggle considerably weakened the Japanese war effort, permitting the Allied powers to
concentrate their efforts more successfully elsewhere. The inheritance of China's resistance
serves as a example of the value of valor in the face of overwhelming odds. It is a account that
deserves to be related and recollected, ensuring that the sacrifice of China throughout this
important period in world history is never forgotten.

Practical Benefits & Implementation Strategies: Understanding China's role in WWII
provides a more comprehensive grasp of the war, challenging established narratives and
promoting a more inclusive perspective. This awareness can be integrated in teaching
programs at all levels, highlighting the global nature of the war and the varied roles of various
nations.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Why is China's role in WWII often overlooked?

A: Several elements result to this oversight, including the emphasis on the European theater,
communication difficulties, and a lack of available primary documentation in Western
languages.

2. Q: What were the main strategies used by the Chinese forces against the Japanese?

A: The Chinese utilized a blend of irregular combat, large-scale engagements, and diplomatic
strategies to oppose the Japanese advance.

3. Q: What was the impact of China's resistance on the overall outcome of World War
II?

A: China's lengthy resistance tied down a substantial fraction of the Japanese fighting strength,
diverting resources and manpower that could have been deployed elsewhere. This considerably
affected the overall outcome of the struggle in the Pacific.
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4. Q: Where can I learn more about China's participation in World War II?

A: Numerous books, academic articles, and documentaries explore China's role in WWII.
Searching for keywords such as "Second Sino-Japanese War," "China's struggle against Japan,"
or "China's part in World War II" will yield a wide range of resources.
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