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Maintaining your Honda Civic
Si's  manual  transmission  is
c r u c i a l  f o r  o p t i m a l
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performance  and  longevity.
Regular  fluid  changes  are  a
key part of this maintenance,
and  understanding  the
process ensures your gearbox
operates smoothly for years to
come.  This  comprehensive
guide  covers  everything  you
need to know about a Honda
Civic  Si  manual  transmission
f l u i d  c h a n g e ,  f r o m
understanding the benefits to
performing the task yourself.

Why Change Your
Honda  Civic  Si's
Manual
Transmission
Fluid?
Regular  manual  transmission
fluid changes are essential for
several  reasons.  Neglecting
this crucial maintenance task
can  lead  to  s ign i f i cant
problems down the road. This
i s  e s p e c i a l l y  t r u e  f o r
enthusiasts  who  push  their
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Honda Civic Si's performance
limits.

Lubrication:  Manual
transmission fluid (MTF)
lubricates  the  moving
p a r t s  w i t h i n  t h e
transmission,  reducing
friction  and  wear.  Old,
degraded fluid loses its
lubricating  properties,
increasing  wear  and
t e a r  o n  g e a r s  a n d
bearings. Think of it like
the oil in your engine –
essential  for preventing
damage.

Cooling:  MTF  also
h e l p s  c o o l  t h e
transmission.  When the
fluid  breaks  down,  it
l o s e s  i t s  c o o l i n g
capacity,  leading  to
o v e r h e a t i n g  a n d
potential  damage.  This
is particularly important
during  spirited  driving,
such  as  spirited  track
days  or  aggress ive
acceleration,  which
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increases  transmission
t e m p e r a t u r e
dramatically.

Cleaning:  MTF carries
away  metal  particles
and debris generated by
normal  wear  and  tear.
Over  time,  this  debris
can accumulate, leading
to increased friction and
ultimately,  transmission
failure. This is a critical
aspect  of  maintaining
the  * t ransmiss ion
health*.

Protection:  Modern
MTFs  contain  additives
that  protect  against
corrosion and oxidation.
As the fluid ages, these
addi t ives  deplete ,
leaving the transmission
vulnerable to damage.

Shifting Performance:
Fresh  MTF  improves
shifting  feel.  You'l l
notice  smoother,  more
precise  shifts,  making
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the  driving  experience
more enjoyable. This is a
particularly  noticeable
benefit  for  those  who
appreciate  the  *manual
transmission  feel*  of
their  Civic  Si.

Choosing  the
Right  Manual
Transmission
Fluid
Using  the  correct  fluid  is
paramount. Honda specifies a
particular  type  of  MTF  for
your Civic Si;  deviating from
this  can  void  your  warranty
and  potentially  damage  your
transmission.  Check  your
owner's manual for the exact
specification.  Generally,
Honda  recommends  using
their genuine MTF, but some
high-quality  aftermarket
options  exist  that  meet  or
exceed Honda's specifications.
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Always  double-check  the
fluid's  compatibility  before
using  it.  Improper  fluid  can
lead  to  seal  damage,  gear
w e a r ,  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y
transmission failure. Consider
the  viscosity  grade  (often
indicated  by  a  number  like
75W-90)  as  we l l  as  the
specific  Honda-recommended
fluid  type.

How  to  Change
Your Honda Civic
Si 's  Manual
Transmission
Fluid
Changing your Civic Si's MTF
requires  some  mechanical
aptitude  and  the  right  tools.
Consult your owner's manual
f o r  s p e c i f i c  t o r q u e
specifications and procedures.
Always  prioritize  safety;
working with hot oil can cause
serious burns.
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Materials needed:

Honda-specified  manual
transmission fluid
N e w  d r a i n  p l u g
washer(s)
Drain pan
Torque wrench
Socket wrench set
Jack  and  jack  stands
(crucial for safety)
Funnel
Gloves
Rags or shop towels

Steps  (general  procedure,
consult  your  owner 's
manual  for  specifics):

1 .  W a r m  u p  t h e
transmission:  Drive  the  car
for 10-15 minutes to warm the
fluid. This makes it flow more
easily.

2.  Secure the  vehicle:  Use
jack  stands  to  safely  lift  the
car  and  ensure  stability.
Never  work  under  a  car
supported only by a jack.
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3.  Locate  the  drain  plug:
This is usually located on the
bottom  of  the  transmission
case.

4.  Drain  the  old  fluid:
Carefully  remove  the  drain
plug,  allowing  the  fluid  to
drain into your drain pan.

5.  Replace the drain plug:
Instal l  a  new  drain  plug
washer and tighten the plug to
the  manufacturer's  specified
torque.

6. Locate the fill plug: This
is typically on the side or top
of the transmission case.

7. Fill with new fluid: Use a
funnel  to  add  the  correct
amount of new MTF. Consult
your  owner's  manual  for  the
exact quantity.

8.  Check  the  fluid  level:
Many  transmissions  require
checking the fluid  level  with
the fill plug removed. Refer to
your manual.
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9 .  Lower  the  vehic le :
Carefully lower your Civic Si
from the jack stands.

10. Test drive: Take a short
test  drive  to  ensure  smooth
shifting.

Maintaining  Your
Honda  Civic  Si’s
Manual
Transmission
Regular fluid changes are the
corners tone  o f  manual
transmission  care,  but  other
factors  contribute  to  its
longevity.

Proper  Sh i f t ing
Technique: Avoid harsh
shifts  and  grinding
gears.  Smooth  shifts
minimize  stress  on  the
t r a n s m i s s i o n
components.
Regular  Inspections:
Periodically  check  for
leaks, unusual noises, or
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difficulty shifting.
Driving  Habits:  Avoid
e x c e s s i v e  i d l i n g ,
e s p e c i a l l y  i n  h o t
weather.  This  reduces
the  transmiss ion 's
internal  temperature.
A v o i d  u s i n g  t h e
transmission to hold the
car  on  steep  inclines;
utilize the parking brake
instead.

Conclusion
Changing  your  Honda  Civic
Si's manual transmission fluid
is a relatively straightforward
but  essential  maintenance
task.  By  following  the  steps
outlined  above  and  utilizing
the  proper  tools  and  fluids,
you  can  significantly  extend
the  life  of  your  transmission
and  ensure  smooth,  reliable
shifting  for  many  miles  to
come.  Remember  to  consult
your  owner's  manual  for
specific  instructions  and
torque  specifications,  and
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always  prioritize  safety.

FAQ
Q1:  How  often  should  I
change my Honda Civic Si's
manual transmission fluid?

A1:  Honda  recommends
changing  the  MTF  every
3 0 , 0 0 0 - 6 0 , 0 0 0  m i l e s ,
d e p e n d i n g  o n  d r i v i n g
conditions.  More  frequent
changes are recommended for
aggressive  driving,  frequent
towing,  or  extreme  climates.
Always  consult  your  owner's
manual for the manufacturer's
recommendation.

Q2:  Can I  use  a  different
t y p e  o f  m a n u a l
transmission  fluid?

A2: No. Using a non-specified
f lu id  can  damage  your
transmission.  Always use the
fluid specified in your owner's
manual.  Using  the  wrong
viscosity or type can lead to
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premature wear,  seal  failure,
and costly repairs.

Q3:  What  if  I  notice  my
manual  transmission  is
shifting  hard?

A3:  Hard  shift ing  could
indicate low or degraded fluid,
or  more  serious  issues  like
worn synchronizers.  Start  by
checking  the  fluid  level  and
condition.  If  the  problem
persists,  consult  a  qualified
mechanic.

Q4: How do I  know if  my
manual  transmission  fluid
is bad?

A4:  Bad  MTF  is  often  dark
brown or black, and may have
a  burnt  smell.  It  may  also
contain  metal  particles  or
debris.

Q5 :  Can  I  change  my
manual  transmission  fluid
myself?

A5:  Yes,  but  i t  requires
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mechanical  aptitude  and  the
correct  tools.  If  you're  not
comfortable working on your
car,  consult  a  professional
m e c h a n i c .  I m p r o p e r
p r o c e d u r e  c a n  l e a d  t o
damage.

Q 6 :  W h a t  a r e  t h e
consequences  o f  not
changing the transmission
fluid?

A6:  Ignoring  transmission
f lu id  changes  l eads  to
increased  wear  and  tear,
premature failure,  and costly
repairs. This could ultimately
mean a complete transmission
overhaul or replacement.

Q 7 :  M y  C i v i c  S i ’ s
transmission  is  making
noise.  Should  I  worry?

A7:  Unusual  noises,  such  as
whining, grinding, or clicking,
can indicate a problem within
the  transmission.  Have  it
inspected  by  a  mechanic
immediately.
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Q8: What is the cost of a
manual  transmission  fluid
change?

A8: The cost varies depending
on labor rates and the cost of
the  fluid.  DIY  changes  are
m u c h  c h e a p e r  t h a n
professional  services,  but
professional  services  ensure
the job is done correctly and
according  to  manufacturer
specifications.

Keeping  Your
Honda  Civic  Si's
Manual
Transmission
Happy:  A  Deep
Dive  into  Fluid
Changes
Your Honda Civic Si, with its
enthusiastic  engine  and
nimble handling, deserves the
best  maintenance.  And  a
c r u c i a l  p a r t  o f  t h a t
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maintenance  is  regularly
r e p l a c i n g  t h e  m a n u a l
transmission fluid. Neglecting
this seemingly straightforward
task can lead to pricey repairs
down  the  road,  significantly
impacting  the  longevity  and
performance of  your  beloved
machine  .  This  tutorial  will
walk you through the process,
detai l ing  each  step  and
offering  valuable  tips  to
e n s u r e  a  s m o o t h  a n d
successful fluid replacement .

W h y  i s  a  M a n u a l
Transmission Fluid Change
Important?

The manual transmission fluid
acts  as  the lifeblood of  your
drivetrain.  It  oils  the moving
parts, minimizing friction and
damage. Over time, this fluid
deteriorates  ,  losing  its
potency.  This  deterioration
leads  to  increased  friction,
w a r m t h  b u i l d u p ,  a n d
ultimately, harm to the gears
within  the  transmission.  The
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signs  can  range  from  rough
s h i f t i n g  t o  c o m p l e t e
transmission malfunction .

Gathering  Your  Supplies:
Preparation  is  Key

Before  you  begin,  assemble
the necessary supplies. You’ll
need:

N e w  M a n u a l
Transmission  Fluid:
Honda  recommends  a
specific fluid; always use
the  specified  fluid  for
your  exact  model  year
and  transmission  type.
Using  the  wrong  fluid
c a n  d a m a g e  y o u r
transmission.  Check
your owner's manual for
the appropriate type and
quantity .
Drain  Pan:  A  roomy
drain pan is essential to
capture the used fluid.
Wrench: You'll need the
appropriate size wrench
to  remove  the  drain
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plug.
Fill Funnel:  A pouring
device will help you add
the  new  fluid  without
spilling .
Jack and Jack Stands:
These  are  essential  for
soundly  accessing  the
drain  plug  and  filler
plug. Never work under
a automobile supported
only by a jack.
Gloves:  Protect  your
hands  from  the  used
transmission  f luid,
which can be messy.
Rags or Shop Towels:
For  cleaning  up  any
spills.
T o r q u e  W r e n c h
( o p t i o n a l  b u t
recommended):  A
torque  wrench  ensures
you  tighten  the  drain
and  fi l l  plugs  to  the
a p p r o p r i a t e
specification, preventing
leaks.

Step-by-Step  Guide  to
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Changing Your Honda Civic
Si's  Manual  Transmission
Fluid:

1.  Preparation:  Park  your
automobile on a flat  surface,
engage the parking brake, and
allow the engine to decrease
in temperature completely.

2.  Jacking  and  Securing:
Carefully raise the car using a
jack and securely place it on
jack  stands.  Consult  your
owner 's  manual  for  the
appropriate  jack  points.

3. Locating the Drain Plug:
Locate the drain plug on the
bottom  of  the  transmission.
It's usually a fastener with a
square head.

4. Draining the Fluid: Place
the drain pan under the drain
plug and carefully remove the
plug, allowing the old fluid to
drain  completely.  This  may
take  numerous  minutes.

5.  Cleaning and Replacing
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the  Drain  Plug:  Clean  the
d r a i n  p l u g  a n d  t h e
surrounding area with a cloth.
Replace the plug and secure it
to  the  appropriate  torque
specification  (consult  your
owner's  manual).

6.  Locating  the  Fill  Plug:
Locate  the  fill  plug,  usually
found  on  the  upper  of  the
transmission.

7.  Filling  with  New Fluid:
Using a  filler,  carefully  pour
the  recommended amount  of
new transmission fluid. Refer
to your owner's manual for the
correct quantity .

8. Checking the Fluid Level:
Once you've added the fluid,
check the fluid level. The fill
plug may serve as a indicator .
If  necessary,  add  more  fluid
until  it  reaches  the  correct
level.

9.  Replacing the Fill  Plug:
Replace  the  fill  plug  and
fasten  it  to  the  appropriate
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torque  specification  (consult
your  owner's  manual).

10.  Lowering  the  Vehicle:
Carefully lower the car using
the jack.

11. Test Drive: Take your car
for a test drive to ensure the
shifting is smooth.

Tips for a Successful Fluid
Change:

A l w a y s  u s e  t h e
appropriate  type  and
quantity of transmission
fluid.
Use a torque wrench to
ensure the drain and fill
plugs  are  tightened  to
t h e  c o r r e c t
specification.
D i s p o s e  o f  u s e d
transmiss ion  f lu id
r e s p o n s i b l y ,  i n
compliance  with  local
regulations.  Many  car
parts stores will receive
u s e d  o i l  a n d
transmission  fluid  for



Honda Civic Si Manual
Transmission Fluid Change

Honda Civic Si Manual Transmission
Fluid Change

21

recycling.

Conclusion:

Regular  manual  transmission
fluid  changes  are  vital  for
maintaining the well-being of
y o u r  H o n d a  C i v i c  S i ' s
transmission.  Following  the
steps outlined above will help
ensure a smooth and efficient
process, extending the life of
your  t ransmiss ion  and
maintaining  its  functionality.
Remember,  preventative
upkeep  i s  a lways  more
economical  than  cost ly
repairs.

F r e q u e n t l y  A s k e d
Questions  (FAQs):

Q1:  How  often  should  I
c h a n g e  m y  m a n u a l
transmission  fluid?

A1:  Honda  recommends
checking your owner's manual
for  specific  intervals,  but  a
good rule  of  thumb is  every
30,000-60,000 miles or every
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2-3  years,  whichever  comes
first.  More  frequent  changes
are recommended for spirited
driving styles.

Q2:  Can I  use  a  different
type of transmission fluid?

A2: No. Using the wrong type
of  transmission  fluid  can
damage  your  transmission.
Always refer to your owner's
manual for the recommended
fluid.

Q3: What happens if I don't
change  my  transmission
fluid?

A3:  Neglecting  transmission
fluid  changes  can  lead  to
increased  friction,  heat
buildup,  and  ultimately,
transmission breakdown. This
can result in costly repairs or
even a complete transmission
refurbishment.

Q4: Is it difficult to change
the  transmission  fluid
myself?
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A4: With the right tools and a
l i t t l e  p a t i e n c e ,  i t ' s  a
manageable  task  for  most
DIYers.  However,  if  you're
uneasy  working  under  your
vehicle,  it's  always  best  to
t a k e  i t  t o  a  q u a l i f i e d
mechanic.
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