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Arne Jacobsen UR Chair: A Comprehensive
Manual & Guide

The Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chair, often mistakenly referred to as the "UR" chair (a common
misunderstanding stemming from its original model number, "3107"), is an iconic piece of mid-
century modern design. This guide serves as a comprehensive Arne Jacobsen UR chair manual,
exploring its history, design features, care, and restoration. Understanding this iconic piece
involves more than just its visual appeal; it's about appreciating its engineering prowess and
enduring legacy. We'll delve into everything you need to know, from identifying authentic
pieces to maintaining their pristine condition.

Understanding the Arne Jacobsen Chair: Design &
History

The Arne Jacobsen 3107 chair, frequently mislabeled as the "UR" chair, wasn't just another
chair; it was a statement. Designed in 1955 by the celebrated Danish architect and designer
Arne Jacobsen, the chair's elegant simplicity belies its sophisticated engineering. Its iconic
form, with its distinctive curved plywood shell and slender legs, exemplifies Jacobsen's
minimalist aesthetic. The chair's success lies in its ability to seamlessly blend form and
function, creating a piece that is both aesthetically pleasing and remarkably comfortable. This
explains its enduring popularity and widespread use in homes, offices, and public spaces
worldwide. The design's versatility extends to its range of materials and finishes, adding
another layer of appeal.

The chair's original design utilized molded plywood, a testament to Jacobsen's commitment to
innovative materials. This material choice contributed to the chair's lightweight yet robust
nature, adding to its practical appeal. Over the years, variations in materials have been
introduced, including plastic, but the core design principles remain unchanged. Understanding
the history of this piece - its evolution from initial design to current production - helps us
appreciate the Arne Jacobsen UR chair’s enduring legacy in the world of furniture design.

Arne Jacobsen UR Chair: Features & Variations

While there's no official "UR" model, the common misnomer refers to the Series 7 chair. This
section details the key features and variations within the Series 7 range.
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e The Shell: The most striking feature is the molded plywood or plastic shell, carefully
crafted to provide both ergonomic support and visual appeal. This shell's curvature is key
to its comfort and allows for seamless stacking.

e The Legs: The elegantly tapered legs, typically made of steel, provide stability and
contribute to the chair's overall aesthetic. These legs are often available in different
finishes, ranging from chrome to powder-coated colors, allowing for customization to suit
various design styles.

e Material Variations: The Series 7 chair is available in a variety of materials,
significantly expanding its versatility. This includes stained plywood (offering a warmer,
more traditional aesthetic), painted wood (allowing for bolder color choices), and plastic
(offering a more modern and potentially more durable option). Each material influences
the chair’s overall look and feel, and understanding these nuances is crucial when
making a purchase.

e Authenticity: Unfortunately, the popularity of the Arne Jacobsen chair has led to a surge
in counterfeit products. Identifying an authentic chair often requires examining details
like the manufacturer's mark (look for Fritz Hansen's logo), the quality of the materials,
and the overall craftsmanship.

Caring for Your Arne Jacobsen Chair: Cleaning &
Maintenance

Proper care is essential to maintaining the beauty and longevity of your Arne Jacobsen chair.
Regular cleaning and occasional maintenance will help preserve its condition for years to
come.

¢ Regular Cleaning: Dusting the chair regularly with a soft cloth or feather duster will
prevent the accumulation of dirt and debris. For more stubborn stains, use a mild
detergent solution and a soft sponge. Always avoid harsh chemicals or abrasive cleaners.

* Wood Care: For wooden chairs, consider using a suitable wood polish to maintain their
finish and protect them from drying out. Always test the polish on an inconspicuous area
first.

 Plastic Care: Plastic chairs are generally more resistant to damage but can still benefit
from regular cleaning with a mild detergent solution. Avoid exposing plastic chairs to
direct sunlight for extended periods, as this can lead to fading.

e Repair & Restoration: Over time, some wear and tear is inevitable. If your chair needs
repair or restoration, it's advisable to seek the services of a professional furniture
restorer experienced in working with mid-century modern pieces. This will ensure the
chair’s integrity and value are preserved. Knowing what signs indicate the need for
professional help is crucial in extending the chair’s lifespan.
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Arne Jacobsen UR Chair: A Timeless Investment

Investing in an Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chair is an investment in quality, design, and enduring
style. Its timeless aesthetic transcends fleeting trends, making it a valuable addition to any
home or office. Understanding its history, features, and proper maintenance will ensure that
this iconic piece remains a cherished part of your space for years to come. Its popularity stems
from more than just its appearance; it represents a commitment to functional elegance and
enduring design. The Arne Jacobsen UR chair (Series 7) is more than just furniture; it’s a
legacy.

FAQ: Arne Jacobsen Series 7 Chair

Q1: What's the difference between the Arne Jacobsen Series 7 and other similar-
looking chairs?

Al: While many chairs mimic the Series 7's style, authentic Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chairs by
Fritz Hansen feature superior craftsmanship, specific materials, and a unique ergonomic
design not replicated in cheaper imitations. Look for the Fritz Hansen hallmark as a crucial
identifier of authenticity.

Q2: How much does a genuine Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chair cost?

A2: The price varies greatly depending on the material (wood, plastic), finish, and condition.
Expect to pay a significant sum for a genuine, new chair, while used chairs can range in price
depending on their condition and the seller.

Q3: Where can I buy an authentic Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chair?

A3: Reputable furniture retailers specializing in mid-century modern pieces or directly from
the manufacturer, Fritz Hansen, are your best bets for ensuring authenticity. Be wary of
suspiciously cheap online offers.

Q4: Are Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chairs suitable for outdoor use?

A4: No, the standard Series 7 chairs are not designed for outdoor use. Exposure to the
elements can damage the materials and compromise the chair's structural integrity.

Q5: How do I identify a fake Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chair?

A5: Look for inconsistencies in the materials, craftsmanship, and the Fritz Hansen stamp.
Poorly finished seams, uneven paint or stain, and a lack of the manufacturer’s markings are all
red flags. Research images of genuine chairs to compare.

Q6: Can I reupholster my Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chair?
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AG6: Yes, you can reupholster the chair, but it's essential to use high-quality materials and seek
a professional upholsterer experienced with this specific chair model to maintain its integrity
and original form.

Q7: What is the best way to clean a plastic Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chair?

A7: Use a damp cloth with mild soap and water. Avoid harsh chemicals and abrasive cleaners
that could scratch or damage the plastic surface.

Q8: How many variations of the Arne Jacobsen Series 7 chair exist?

A8: There are numerous variations resulting from different materials, finishes, and colors used
over the years. However, the fundamental design remains consistent, ensuring its iconic status
persists across various iterations.

Decoding the Arne Jacobsen UR Manual: A Deep Dive
into Danish Design Mastery

The Arne Jacobsen UR manual isn't just a reference to assembling a chair; it's a portal into the
process of one of the most significant figures in 20th-century design. This text serves as a
instruction set not only for a specific piece of furniture but also for grasping Jacobsen's belief
to aesthetics following function. This article will examine the information within the Arne
Jacobsen UR manual, unraveling its subtleties and illustrating its significance within the larger
context of design history.

The manual itself is a remarkable artifact reflecting the exactness and straightforwardness
characteristic of Jacobsen's style. It's not just a series of directions; it's a testament to his
attention to precision and his knowledge of material and construction. The illustrations, often
clear, are masterful in their ability to communicate complex notions with unparalleled
effectiveness. They present the elegant simplicity of the chair's design, emphasizing the
interplay of shape and purpose.

The manual’s technique to the building process is a lesson in methodical sequence. Each step
is clearly defined, leaving minimal room for vagueness. This reflects Jacobsen’s broader design
principles, which prioritizes usefulness without compromising visual appeal. The language,
often brief, reflects this straightforward and efficient method. The manual doesn't engage in
superfluous explanation; it focuses solely on the work at hand: the successful building of the
UR chair.

One can derive parallels between the manual's organization and the chair's structure itself.
Just as the chair is made of joining components that operate together in harmony, the manual's
instructions are logically structured to guide the user through the assembly process in a fluid
manner. This careful attention to detail in both the design and the guide is a evidence to
Jacobsen's dedication to excellence.
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The Arne Jacobsen UR manual is more than a basic manual; it's a priceless asset for both
experienced furniture fans and emerging designers. It offers insights into the planning
supporting iconic design, highlighting the importance of precision and efficiency in the
creation process. Moreover, successfully constructing the UR chair following the manual offers
a physical link to Jacobsen's vision and a greater recognition of his achievement.

In summary, the Arne Jacobsen UR manual stands as a small work of art of design manual. Its
directness, exactness, and methodical method emulate Jacobsen's design philosophy and
provide valuable insights for anyone involved in the practice of design. The manual itself
transforms a symbol to the strength of efficiency in achieving both practical and artistic
excellence.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):
1. Q: Where can I find an Arne Jacobsen UR manual?

A: Original manuals are rare and often located through specific sellers of vintage furniture or
online marketplace sites. Reprint versions might also be available.

2. Q: Is the UR chair difficult to assemble?

A: With the straightforward directions provided in the manual, the building process is
generally deemed to be doable even for novices with basic DIY skills.

3. Q: Are there any particular instruments needed for building the chair?

A: The manual usually specifies any specific equipment required. Often, only standard
instruments are required.

4. Q: What makes the Arne Jacobsen UR chair so special?

A: The UR chair’s form is celebrated for its elegant simplicity, functional support, and classic
appeal. Its minimalist aesthetic continues to appeal with design fans today.
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