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Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2:
The Defining Years (1933-1938)
- A Deep Dive into a Pivotal Era

Eleanor Roosevelt's life was a tapestry woven with threads of activism,
compassion, and unwavering dedication to social justice. *Eleanor
Roosevelt Volume 2: The Defining Years (1933-1938)* delves into a
particularly crucial period, showcasing her profound influence on the New
Deal era and the shaping of modern American liberalism. This period
cemented her legacy as a transformative figure, not just as First Lady,
but as a powerful advocate for human rights and social reform. This
exploration will examine key aspects of this pivotal period, focusing on
her role in the New Deal, her advocacy for civil rights, her international
influence, and her evolving personal life.

The New Deal and Eleanor Roosevelt's
Impact

The years 1933-1938 witnessed the implementation of Franklin D.
Roosevelt's New Deal, a sweeping program designed to combat the Great
Depression. *Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2: The Defining Years
(1933-1938)* vividly portrays her active participation in this monumental
undertaking. She was far more than a ceremonial First Lady; she served
as her husband's eyes and ears, traveling extensively across the nation.
This provided her with firsthand knowledge of the suffering endured by
ordinary Americans, which deeply informed her advocacy efforts.

Her commitment to social justice extended beyond symbolic gestures.
She actively championed the creation of programs that directly aided the
impoverished and marginalized. Her involvement with the Women's
Emergency Committee to Mobilize Women for Defense and the
burgeoning labor movement reflects her unwavering belief in the power
of collective action. She became a vocal advocate for fair labor practices,
working conditions, and women's rights, all key components of the New
Deal's legacy. This period solidified her reputation as a champion of the
common person and a powerful force for social change. The book
highlights her instrumental role in shaping the New Deal’s social agenda,
demonstrating her profound understanding of the economic and social
issues of the time. *Eleanor Roosevelt's role in the New Deal* remains a
subject of intense academic and public interest.

### Key Policy Impacts and Initiatives

e Civil Works Administration (CWA): Eleanor actively promoted
the CWA, visiting projects and advocating for their expansion.

e Works Progress Administration (WPA): She championed the
arts and educational programs within the WPA, recognizing their
cultural and societal significance.
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» Social Security Act: She actively lobbied for the inclusion of
provisions that benefited women and children.

The Fight for Civil Rights: A Defining
Struggle

While the New Deal brought some relief, its impact on African Americans
remained uneven. *Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2: The Defining Years
(1933-1938)* chronicles her growing awareness of the pervasive racism
and discrimination faced by black Americans. This period marks a
significant turning point in her activism. Although she faced considerable
opposition, Eleanor began publicly challenging segregation and
advocating for racial equality.

Her interactions with prominent civil rights figures, such as Mary McLeod
Bethune and W.E.B. Du Bois, significantly shaped her understanding of
the complexities of racial injustice. She used her platform to amplify the
voices of African Americans, demonstrating a commitment to
desegregation and equal opportunity that was both courageous and
progressive for its time. This section of the book explores her evolving
position on civil rights, highlighting her struggles and triumphs as she
navigated the racial tensions of the era. The book reveals her
commitment to desegregation and integration, despite facing significant
backlash. Understanding *Eleanor Roosevelt's civil rights activism*
provides critical insights into the evolving landscape of the fight for racial
equality in America.

International Influence and the Shaping of
Foreign Policy

Eleanor Roosevelt's influence extended far beyond national borders.
*Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2: The Defining Years (1933-1938)* reveals
her growing involvement in international affairs, foreshadowing her later
pivotal role in the formation of the United Nations. She began to engage
with international organizations and figures, building relationships and
advocating for peace and international cooperation. The escalating
tensions in Europe and the rise of fascism deeply concerned her, and her
speeches and writings reflected this growing apprehension. Her efforts
laid the groundwork for her subsequent contributions to post-war
international relations. The book demonstrates her foresight and her
understanding of the interconnectedness of global issues, highlighting
her early contributions to the internationalist movement. *Eleanor
Roosevelt's internationalism* represents a critical aspect of her legacy
and her far-reaching impact on global politics.

Personal Life and the Balancing Act

The book also explores the complexities of Eleanor Roosevelt's personal
life during this period. It examines the ongoing challenges in her
relationship with Franklin D. Roosevelt, while simultaneously highlighting
her enduring commitment to her family and her own evolving sense of
self. She navigated the pressures of public life with remarkable grace and
resilience, demonstrating a determination to balance her personal life
with her immense public responsibilities. The book showcases her
strength and vulnerability, illustrating the emotional toll of her tireless
work while celebrating her personal growth and self-discovery. This
intimate portrayal adds another layer to our understanding of this



Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2 The Defining Years 1933 1938

remarkable woman and her enduring legacy.

Conclusion: A Legacy of Courage and
Compassion

*Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2: The Defining Years (1933-1938)* offers a
compelling and insightful portrait of a transformative era in American
history and the woman who played a pivotal role in shaping it. It
highlights Eleanor Roosevelt's unwavering commitment to social justice,
her courageous advocacy for the marginalized, and her profound impact
on both domestic and international policy. This volume is not just a
biography; it's a testament to the power of conviction, the importance of
empathy, and the enduring influence of a truly remarkable individual. Her
legacy continues to inspire generations to strive for a more just and
equitable world.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ)

Q1: What makes this period (1933-1938) so "defining" for Eleanor
Roosevelt?

A1l: This period saw Eleanor Roosevelt move from a relatively private role
as First Lady to becoming a powerful public figure in her own right. She
actively shaped the New Deal, becoming a vocal advocate for social
programs and a champion of the common person. She also began her
significant work in the area of civil rights and gained international
recognition for her advocacy for peace and international cooperation.
These actions defined her not just as a First Lady, but as a major force in
American and international affairs.

Q2: What were some of the major criticisms leveled against
Eleanor Roosevelt during this period?

A2: Eleanor Roosevelt faced criticism from various quarters. Some
conservatives criticized her liberal views and her outspoken advocacy for
social programs. Others questioned her involvement in politics, arguing
that it was inappropriate for a First Lady. Racial prejudice also fueled
opposition to her civil rights advocacy, as she faced considerable
backlash for her outspoken criticism of segregation and her support for
African American rights.

Q3: How did Eleanor Roosevelt's personal life affect her public
persona and work?

A3: Eleanor Roosevelt’s personal life, particularly her complex
relationship with her husband, Franklin, and her own evolving
understanding of her identity, significantly influenced her public work.
Her personal struggles, including her emotional resilience and her ability
to overcome challenges, informed her compassion and her commitment
to helping others. Her willingness to share some aspects of her personal
life publicly, albeit cautiously, fostered a stronger connection with the
public and gave her a more relatable, human quality.

Q4: What is the significance of *Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2: The
Defining Years (1933-1938)* in understanding the New Deal?

A4: The book provides a crucial insider's perspective on the New Deal,
highlighting Eleanor Roosevelt’s active participation in its development
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and implementation. It reveals her influence on policy decisions, her
extensive travels to assess the needs of the American people, and her
powerful advocacy for social justice and economic relief. This detailed
account supplements broader historical narratives, providing a more
nuanced understanding of the human element of this transformative
period.

Q5: How did Eleanor Roosevelt's work during this period lay the
groundwork for her later role in the United Nations?

A5: Her growing involvement in international affairs during 1933-1938,
including her engagement with international organizations and figures,
prepared her for her significant contributions to the UN after World War Il.
Her early advocacy for peace, international cooperation, and human
rights became the foundation for her later work as a delegate to the
General Assembly and chair of the Human Rights Commission, where she
played a key role in drafting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights.

Q6: Where can | find *Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2: The Defining
Years (1933-1938)*?

AG6: The availability of this specific volume may depend on the specific
publisher and edition. You can likely find it through online bookstores like
Amazon, used bookstores, and possibly university libraries. Searching for
the title and author online will provide the most accurate and up-to-date
information regarding availability.

Q7: What are some other recommended books for understanding
Eleanor Roosevelt's life and work?

A7: Several biographies and collections of her writings provide further
insight. Exploring books focusing on her early life, her later activism, and
her writings will offer a richer understanding of her multifaceted career
and enduring legacy. Scholarly articles and essays focusing on specific
aspects of her life and work will also provide valuable additional context.

Q8: What is the lasting impact of Eleanor Roosevelt's work during
this defining period?

A8: The impact of Eleanor Roosevelt's work during the 1933-1938 period
is profound and far-reaching. Her advocacy for social justice, her
championing of civil rights, and her commitment to international
cooperation continue to inspire activists and policymakers today. Her
work helped shape the modern American welfare state and established
her as a pioneering figure in the struggle for human rights globally. Her
legacy serves as a beacon of hope and a testament to the power of
courageous leadership.

Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2: The Defining Years (1933-1938) - A Deep
Dive into a Pivotal Era

Investigating into the life of Eleanor Roosevelt is like untangling a
complex and fascinating tapestry. Volume two of her biography, focusing
on the years 1933-1938, offers a particularly rich insight into her
significant role during the Great Depression and the early years of
Franklin D. Roosevelt's presidency. This period wasn't merely a period in
her life; it was a catalyst that molded her legacy and profoundly impacted
the course of American history. This article will examine the key events,
advances, and challenges that defined this era for Eleanor, offering a
glimpse into the woman behind the icon.
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The book chronicles Eleanor's rapid elevation to a position of importance
during her husband's presidency. No longer just the First Lady, she
became a important advocate for social justice, championing the rights of
the marginalized and tirelessly working to ease the suffering of the
Depression era. This metamorphosis wasn't without its struggles. She
faced censure from both the left and the right, navigated the intricacies
of political life, and sustained her commitment to her own values in the
face of continuous pressure.

Principal to understanding this period is Eleanor's commitment to social
reform. The book emphasizes her active role in the development and
enforcement of New Deal programs. She wasn't merely a figurehead; she
roamed extensively, visiting relief camps, hospitals, and communities
affected by poverty, directly witnessing the consequence of the
Depression. These observations deeply influenced her political
perspectives and strengthened her resolve to social change. Her regular
press conferences, a novel creation for a First Lady, allowed her to
convey directly with the American public, bypassing the filters of the
traditional media.

Her advocacy for minority rights, especially for African Americans, is
another characteristic feature of this era. The book records her increasing
understanding of racial bias and her subsequent efforts to promote racial
equity. While encountering significant rejection, she used her platform to
guestion segregation and discrimination, becoming a powerful voice for
civil rights, years before the Civil Rights Movement gained full impetus.

Furthermore, the book explores the personal challenges Eleanor faced
during this period. Her relationship with her husband, Franklin, was
intricate, marked by both love and distance. Her emotional connections,
though disputed, reveal a woman struggling to reconcile her personal life
with her demanding public role. The book doesn't shy away from these
nuances, presenting a multifaceted portrait of a individual wrestling with
both personal and political obstacles.

The writing style is compelling, combining historical exactness with a
compassionate portrayal of Eleanor's inner life. The author skillfully
connects together the public and private spheres, demonstrating how
Eleanor's personal experiences shaped her political opinions and her
actions.

The ethical message of this volume is one of unwavering devotion to
service and the pursuit of social fairness. Eleanor Roosevelt's life serves
as a influential model of how one woman can use their authority to bring
about positive change in the world.

In summary, Eleanor Roosevelt Volume 2: The Defining Years
(1933-1938) offers a complete and engrossing description of a pivotal
period in both Eleanor Roosevelt's life and American history. It exposes a
individual of extraordinary resilience, brilliance, and devotion, whose
influence on the 20th century is undeniable. The book encourages
readers to engage with the past, learn from the difficulties faced by
previous generations, and accept their own responsibility to create a
more just and equitable society.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. What makes this period “defining" for Eleanor Roosevelt? This
period saw her transformation from First Lady to a powerful public figure
in her own right, actively shaping policy and advocating for social change.
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2. How did Eleanor Roosevelt's actions affect the New Deal? She
used her position to advocate for the requirements of the poor and
marginalized, ensuring that the New Deal's impact reached those most in
need.

3. What controversies did Eleanor Roosevelt face during this
time? She faced criticism for her political stances, her outspokenness,
and her personal relationships.

4. What is the lasting legacy of Eleanor Roosevelt during this
period? Her defense for social justice and civil rights laid the groundwork
for future movements and left an enduring impression on American
society.

5. Where can I find this book? You can usually find it at major
bookstores, both online and in physical locations, or through libraries. You
may also find used copies online.
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