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Seven Steps Story Graph
Template: A Comprehensive
Guide for Narrative Structure

Creating compelling narratives, whether for novels, screenplays, or
even marketing campaigns, requires a strong foundation. One powerful
tool that provides this foundation is the seven steps story graph
template. This template offers a structured approach to plotting your
story, ensuring a satisfying arc for your audience. We'll explore this
valuable tool in detail, examining its benefits, usage, and how to
effectively implement it in your storytelling.

Understanding the Seven Steps Story
Graph

The seven steps story graph template offers a simplified, yet
comprehensive, framework for plotting a story. It builds upon the
classic three-act structure but breaks it down into more manageable,
distinct stages, making it easier to identify plot points and build
tension. These seven steps are:

1. The Hook: This is the opening scene that grabs the reader's
attention and establishes the initial situation. Think of it as the inciting
incident, the event that throws the protagonist's world into disarray.

2. The Promise: This sets up the central conflict and the protagonist's
ultimate goal. It's the promise of the story—what the audience
anticipates will happen.

3. The Setup: This stage introduces the characters, setting, and
background information crucial to understanding the story. This is
where you establish the "world" of your narrative.
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4. The Turning Point: A pivotal moment where the protagonist's path
diverges significantly. This is often the point of no return, forcing the
protagonist to make a crucial decision.

5. The Middle: This is the longest section, full of obstacles, challenges,
and rising action, pushing the protagonist closer to their goal (or
further away, depending on the narrative). This section requires
*strong pacing* and creative tension building.

6. The Climax: The peak of the narrative tension, often involving a
confrontation or major event that directly addresses the central
conflict. It's the highest point of emotional intensity.

7. The Resolution: This is the aftermath of the climax where loose
ends are tied up, and the consequences of the events are explored. This
section shows the protagonist's transformation and often offers a sense
of closure.

Benefits of Using the Seven Steps Story
Graph Template

The seven steps story graph template offers numerous advantages for
both seasoned writers and newcomers alike:

e Improved Structure: It provides a clear and logical framework,
preventing plot holes and ensuring a well-paced narrative.

e Enhanced Pacing: The distinct stages help writers maintain
momentum and avoid dragging sections. This aspect directly
influences reader engagement.

e Easier Planning: It allows for better planning and organization
of your story, breaking down a potentially overwhelming task into
manageable components.

¢ Consistent Narrative: It helps maintain consistency and
coherence throughout the story, ensuring that each section
contributes to the overall narrative arc.

¢ Increased Clarity: The breakdown enhances clarity, both for the
writer and the audience, ensuring that the story unfolds in a
logical and understandable way. This clarity also makes revisions
easier.

Practical Application of the Seven Steps
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Let's look at a simple example to illustrate how the template works.
Imagine a story about a young woman who wants to start her own
bakery.

e Hook: She loses her job and decides to pursue her lifelong dream
of opening a bakery.

e Promise: She will open her own successful bakery within a year,
despite numerous obstacles.

e Setup: Introduction to the main character, her passion for
baking, and her initial struggles with funding and finding a
suitable location.

e Turning Point: She secures a small loan from a family member,
marking a significant step toward her goal.

e Middle: She faces challenges like finding reliable suppliers,
managing expenses, and competing with established bakeries.

e Climax: Her bakery opens, and she faces a major crisis - a
critical ingredient shortage during a busy holiday season.

¢ Resolution: She overcomes the shortage creatively and her
bakery becomes a local success, fulfilling her dream.

Seven Steps Story Graph and Other
Narrative Structures

While the seven steps model is incredibly useful, it’s important to
remember it's not the only narrative structure. Many stories
successfully deviate from this precise template. Think of it as a
guideline, a useful framework rather than a rigid set of rules. Other
models like the Hero's Journey or the Freytag's Pyramid offer different
perspectives on storytelling structure. Understanding these other
structures can enrich your understanding of narrative architecture and
enhance your writing. You might even find that blending elements from
different models creates the perfect structure for your specific story.

Conclusion

The seven steps story graph template is a powerful tool for building
compelling narratives. Its clear structure, emphasis on pacing, and
ease of use make it accessible to writers of all skill levels. By breaking
down the storytelling process into distinct, manageable stages, it
allows for more effective planning, clearer execution, and a more
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satisfying overall narrative experience for both the writer and the
reader. Remember, while the template provides a useful framework,
creative freedom remains crucial. Don't be afraid to adapt and modify
the structure to best suit your story's unique needs.

FAQ

Q1: Can I use the seven steps story graph for non-fiction
writing?

Al: Absolutely! While it's primarily associated with fiction, the seven-
step structure can be effectively applied to non-fiction narratives like
biographies, memoirs, and even journalistic pieces. The key is adapting
the steps to suit the non-fiction context. For example, the "hook" might
be a compelling anecdote or a surprising statistic, while the "climax"
could be a significant turning point in the subject's life or a crucial
discovery.

Q2: How flexible is the seven steps story graph?

A2: The seven steps are a guide, not rigid rules. You can adjust the
length of each stage to suit your narrative. Some stories might have a
longer "middle" section, while others might have a more concise
"resolution." The key is maintaining a logical flow and creating a
compelling narrative arc.

Q3: What if my story doesn't fit neatly into the seven steps?

A3: Not every story perfectly aligns with any single structure. If you
find aspects of your story don't fit neatly, don't force it. Consider what
elements of the seven steps are most useful for your narrative and
adapt them accordingly. You might even combine this structure with
another narrative model to create a unique framework tailored to your
work.

Q4: Can I use this template for short stories?

A4: Yes, the seven-step structure is adaptable to short stories. You'll
likely condense the stages, particularly the "middle" section. The focus
remains on crafting a concise yet complete narrative arc.

Q5: Are there any software tools that help with the seven steps
story graph?

A5: While there aren't dedicated software programs solely for the
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seven-step story graph, many writing software programs and outlining
tools (such as Scrivener or Scapple) allow you to create custom outlines
that can easily accommodate this structure. You can manually create
sections for each of the seven steps within these programs.

Q6: How can I ensure my story’s climax is impactful?

A6: A powerful climax needs sufficient buildup throughout the story.
The rising action in the "middle" section must create tension and
anticipation. The climax should directly confront the central conflict
and have significant consequences. Consider the emotional impact and
make sure the climax resolves the main conflict, even if the resolution
isn't wholly positive for the protagonist.

Q7: What are some common mistakes to avoid when using this
template?

A7: Common mistakes include rushing the setup, neglecting the
turning point, having a weak climax, and providing an unsatisfying
resolution. Remember, each step is crucial for a cohesive story. Also,
avoid overly simplistic plots where the solution is too easily achieved.
Challenges and setbacks are essential to make the eventual resolution
more meaningful.

Mastering the Narrative Arc: A Deep Dive
into the Seven Steps Story Graph Template

Crafting engrossing narratives is an art, but understanding the
underlying structure can transform your storytelling from a ordeal into
a joyful journey. One particularly helpful tool for this is the seven steps
story graph template, a robust framework that provides a clear path to
building a cohesive and impactful story. This article will examine this
template in detail, providing practical advice and examples to help you
master its power.

The seven steps, often visualized as a graph or arc, represent key
stages in the progression of a narrative. They aren't rigid rules, but
rather a flexible guide to ensure your story progresses logically and
emotionally. Think of it as a scaffolding upon which you build your
narrative masterpiece. Once the scaffolding is in place, you have the
freedom to decorate it with your unique perspective.

Let's break down each of the seven steps:
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1. The Setup (Exposition): This is where you introduce the setting,
characters, and initial situation. Think of it as setting the stage for the
action to come. Importantly, you need to hook the reader's attention
early on. A strong opening instantly establishes the atmosphere and
suggests at the problem to come. Example: In "The Hunger Games,"
this step introduces Katniss Everdeen, her impoverished district, and
the oppressive Capitol.

2. The Inciting Incident: This is the event that disturbs the status
quo and begins the adventure. It's the moment where the protagonist's
routine is irrevocably altered, forcing them to face a new challenge.
This event needs to be meaningful enough to justify the entire
narrative. Example: In "The Hunger Games," the inciting incident is
Katniss volunteering as tribute in her sister's place.

3. Plot Point 1 (The First Turning Point): This is the point of no
return. The protagonist makes a significant decision that commits them
to the journey ahead. It heightens the conflict and propels the story
onward. Example: Katniss’s decision to forge an alliance with Peeta.

4. Rising Action: This is the core of the story, where the conflict
grows and the protagonist faces a series of obstacles. This section
builds tension and keeps the reader hooked. Example: Katniss
navigating the challenges of the Hunger Games, forming alliances, and
facing deadly opponents.

5. Climax: This is the peak of the story, the most intense moment of
conflict. It's where the protagonist face their main antagonist and the
fate of the story depends in the balance. The outcome of this event
often shapes the story's resolution. Example: Katniss and Peeta’s
defiance of the Capitol’s rules.

6. Plot Point 2 (The Second Turning Point): This is the aftermath of
the climax, where the consequences of the protagonist's actions
become clear. It's a moment of assessment, where the protagonist
reconsiders their situation and formulates their next steps. Example:
The ramifications of Katniss and Peeta’s actions and their impact on the
rebellion.

7. Resolution (Denouement): This is the conclusion of the story,
where loose ends are settled and the outcome of the narrative is
revealed. It provides a feeling of finality for the reader. Example: The
resolution of the Hunger Games and the beginnings of the rebellion.

The seven steps story graph template is a invaluable tool for writers of
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all levels. By understanding its principles, you can craft more cohesive
and captivating narratives. Remember that it's a framework, not a rule,
allowing for creativity and personal style.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ):
Q1: Can I use this template for any type of story?

Al: Yes, this template is suitable to a wide variety of stories, from
novels and short stories to screenplays and even video games. The
specifics may need modifying depending on the medium, but the
underlying structure remains applicable.

Q2: What if my story doesn't follow this template exactly?

A2: That's perfectly acceptable. This template is a resource, not a strict
prescription. Many successful stories depart from this structure in
innovative ways. However, understanding the template can help you
pinpoint areas where your story might be flawed in terms of structure.

Q3: How can I use this template to improve my writing?

A3: Use the template as a structuring tool. Before you start writing,
map out your story using the seven steps. This will help you confirm
that your plot is coherent and that you have a clear path to a complete
resolution.

Q4: Are there other story structure models?

A4: Yes, many other models exist, such as the three-act structure, the
hero's journey, and Freytag's pyramid. Each offers a slightly alternative
perspective on narrative architecture. Exploring these models can
broaden your understanding of storytelling.
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