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Frank Kearns's *Algerian Diary*, a firsthand account of his harrowing experience covering the Algerian War for CBS
News in the 1950s, stands as a testament to the courage and challenges faced by war correspondents. This gripping
narrative, far from a simple recounting of events, offers a profound insight into the complexities of conflict reporting,
the ethical dilemmas faced by journalists in war zones, and the personal toll that such assignments can exact. The
"impossible assignment," as it could be described, reveals not only the brutality of the war itself but also the internal
struggles of a journalist navigating a treacherous political and military landscape.

The Context: Algeria in the 1950s and the Rise of Television News
The Algerian War of Independence (1954-1962) was a brutal and protracted conflict between French colonial forces and
the Algerian National Liberation Front (FLN). This period saw widespread violence, including guerilla warfare, terrorist
attacks, and the use of torture by both sides. Kearns's assignment for CBS News placed him squarely in the heart of this
chaos, at a time when television news was still in its infancy. His experience, therefore, offers a unique perspective on
the early days of televised war coverage and the challenges of conveying the realities of conflict to a largely
uninformed audience. The Algerian War, a pivotal moment in decolonization, provided a fertile ground for examining
journalistic ethics and the responsibility of reporting amidst intense propaganda and censorship.

Kearns's Reporting: A Blend of Objectivity and Personal Reflection
Kearns’ *Algerian Diary* isn't merely a factual chronicle. It's a deeply personal account, blending objective reporting
with introspective reflections on the moral ambiguities inherent in covering such a violent conflict. He skillfully depicts
the human cost of war, showcasing the suffering of both Algerian civilians and French soldiers. This nuanced approach
distinguishes his work from purely propagandistic accounts favored by either side. The challenges of covering war
are highlighted through his experiences, showcasing the constant risks journalists faced, from physical danger to
political manipulation. He recounts instances where his objectivity was tested, forced to navigate the conflicting
narratives and information control attempts from both the French military and the FLN. His diary entries reveal the
constant tension between maintaining journalistic integrity and ensuring personal safety.

The "Impossible Assignment": Navigating Censorship and Propaganda
Kearns’s assignment was arguably “impossible” due to the pervasive censorship and propaganda emanating from both
sides of the conflict. The French government, determined to maintain control over the narrative, actively sought to limit
access for journalists and control the information disseminated to the international community. Simultaneously, the FLN
also attempted to manipulate the narrative, strategically releasing information to gain international support. Kearns's
ability to navigate this complex information environment, to discern truth from falsehood, and to present a balanced
account is a testament to his professional skill and personal integrity. He demonstrates the crucial role of independent
journalism in challenging dominant narratives and providing a crucial counterpoint to official propaganda during the
French colonial war.

The Lasting Legacy: *Algerian Diary* and its Impact on War Reporting
*Algerian Diary* remains a significant contribution to the understanding of war reporting and its inherent complexities.
Kearns’s unflinching portrayal of the Algerian War's brutality, coupled with his honest reflections on the personal
challenges he faced, provides invaluable insights for aspiring journalists and scholars alike. His work serves as a
reminder of the ethical responsibilities that accompany war reporting, the necessity of striving for objectivity in the face
of intense pressure, and the profound psychological impact that covering conflict can have on individuals. The book
also highlights the evolution of war reporting and the increasing role of television news in shaping public opinion. His
experience foreshadows many of the challenges faced by journalists in conflict zones today, underscoring the enduring
relevance of his work.

Conclusion: A Timeless Account of Courage and Conscience
Frank Kearns's *Algerian Diary* transcends its historical context. It's a timeless account of courage, perseverance, and
the ethical dilemmas inherent in war reporting. His "impossible assignment" stands as a powerful testament to the
importance of independent journalism in challenging power structures, exposing injustices, and providing a voice to the
voiceless. The book serves as a valuable resource for understanding the Algerian War, the history of war reporting, and
the ongoing struggle to uphold journalistic integrity in the face of adversity. The diary's enduring legacy lies not only in
its historical accuracy but also in its ability to inspire critical reflection on the roles and responsibilities of journalists in
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conflict zones.

FAQ
Q1: What makes Kearns's *Algerian Diary* unique compared to other accounts of the Algerian War?

A1: Unlike many accounts that offer a solely political or military perspective, Kearns’ *Algerian Diary* offers a deeply
personal and nuanced view from the perspective of a journalist embedded within the conflict. His work blends factual
reporting with personal reflections, giving a more human dimension to the events. This intimacy, combined with his
attempt at objectivity in a heavily propagandized environment, sets his account apart.

Q2: What were the major challenges Kearns faced during his assignment?

A2: Kearns faced numerous challenges, including physical danger from both sides of the conflict, navigating censorship
and propaganda from both the French government and the FLN, the psychological toll of witnessing violence and
suffering, and the ethical dilemmas of presenting a balanced account amidst conflicting narratives.

Q3: How did Kearns’s experience influence the evolution of war reporting?

A3: Kearns's experiences, particularly his challenges with censorship and the emotional toll of war reporting,
highlighted the need for greater journalistic independence and ethical awareness in conflict zones. His work contributed
to a growing understanding of the importance of thorough fact-checking and balancing diverse perspectives in war
reporting, a necessity increasingly recognized and applied in modern journalism.

Q4: What are the key ethical dilemmas presented in *Algerian Diary*?

A4: The diary raises crucial ethical dilemmas, such as balancing personal safety with the pursuit of truth, navigating
censorship and propaganda, and representing the suffering of all parties involved in a fair and balanced manner. The
book implicitly questions the role of the journalist as an impartial observer versus an active participant in the unfolding
events.

Q5: Is *Algerian Diary* accessible to a general audience, or is it primarily for academic readers?

A5: While the book provides valuable insights for academics studying journalism, war reporting, and the Algerian War,
its accessibility is not limited to that audience. Kearns’s engaging writing style and personal reflections make the diary
accessible and compelling to a broad readership interested in history, war, and the work of journalists in conflict zones.

Q6: Where can I find a copy of *Algerian Diary*?

A6: Unfortunately, *Algerian Diary* may not be readily available in mainstream bookstores due to its relatively lesser-
known status. However, you might find copies in specialized bookstores dealing with historical accounts and journalism
or online through used booksellers and online archives. Academic libraries may also possess copies.

Q7: What is the overall message or key takeaway from *Algerian Diary*?

A7: The key takeaway from *Algerian Diary* emphasizes the human cost of war, the importance of journalistic integrity
even amidst intense pressure, and the profound personal impact of covering conflict. It’s a testament to the courage
and ethical responsibility of journalists who risk their lives to bring truth and understanding to the world.

Q8: How does *Algerian Diary* contribute to our understanding of the Algerian War?

A8: *Algerian Diary* offers a unique perspective on the Algerian War by providing a firsthand account from a journalist
embedded within the conflict. It challenges simplistic narratives and sheds light on the human experiences often
overlooked in official historical accounts, enriching our understanding of this complex and significant historical event.

Algerian Diary: Frank Kearns and the Impossible Assignment for CBS News

The year of 1960 witnessed a turbulent Algeria, grappling for independence from foreign rule. Amidst the turmoil, CBS
News dispatched Frank Kearns, a comparatively obscure journalist, on what proved to be an exceptionally arduous
assignment. His experiences, meticulously documented in his unreleased “Algerian Diary,” offer a captivating view into
a critical moment in history, and a harrowing account of the risks and rewards of war reporting. This exploration delves
into Kearns's trial, examining the obstacles he faced, the accounts he uncovered, and the permanent impact his work
had, or arguably should have had, on our understanding of the Algerian War.

Kearns's assignment wasn't merely to report the fighting; it was to penetrate the center of the uprising, to gain access
to the commanders of the National Liberation Front (FLN), and to convey a impartial narrative that transcended the
misinformation emanating from both parties. This was an nearly impossible task, given the clandestine nature of the
FLN's operations and the fierce resistance from the French military.

The diary itself, though never formally published, reveals a courageous journalist navigating a treacherous landscape.
Kearns embedded himself within the FLN, witnessing firsthand the violence of the war, the misery of the Algerian
people, and the convoluted relationships within the rebel movement itself. His meticulous descriptions of guerrilla
tactics, the mental toll on both combatants and civilians, and the philosophical motivations of the FLN provide a
uncommon and precious documentary record.
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One of the most striking aspects of Kearns's diary is his unwavering commitment to objectivity. While sympathetic to
the Algerian cause, he doesn't evade from describing the difficulties within the FLN, the instances of disorder, or the
contradictions inherent in their fight for freedom. This veracity sets his work apart from much of the partial news of the
time, which often supported either the French colonial perspective or the propaganda of the FLN.

However, Kearns's unflinching journalism appears to have been his downfall. His stories were, reportedly, deemed
excessively unfavorable of both sides by CBS News managers, who censored his findings. The diary, consequently,
remained secret for decades, a example to the challenges faced by journalists striving for accuracy in war zones, and
the often hidden forces that shape media reporting.

The unearthing of Kearns's "Algerian Diary" provides a exceptional occasion to re-evaluate our knowledge of the
Algerian War and the complexities of war correspondence. It stands as a forceful reminder of the value of unbiased
journalism, even – or perhaps especially – in the face of governmental influence. It is a story of courage, determination,
and the eternal struggle for objectivity in a world often hidden by lies.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Where can I find a copy of Frank Kearns's "Algerian Diary"?

A: Unfortunately, the diary remains unpublished. Efforts to locate it and potentially publish it are ongoing, but currently,
access is limited.

2. Q: What made Kearns's assignment so "impossible"?

A: The assignment’s difficulty stemmed from the dangerous war zone, the secretive nature of the FLN, and the
pressure to produce balanced reporting amidst intense political pressures and conflicting narratives.

3. Q: What is the significance of Kearns' diary for historical understanding?

A: Kearns' diary offers a firsthand, relatively unbiased account of the Algerian War, providing valuable insights into the
conflict and challenging prevailing narratives.

4. Q: What lessons can journalists learn from Kearns' experience?

A: Kearns' experience highlights the importance of journalistic integrity, objectivity, and perseverance even under
immense pressure, reminding journalists of the potential risks of compromising their values.

5. Q: What is the current status of efforts to publish Kearns' diary?

A: Efforts are underway to locate surviving materials and potentially publish the diary, but it remains a complex and
ongoing process.
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