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Janet Angelillo's "Writing About
Reading: From Talk to Literary
Essays, Grades 3-8" – A
Comprehensive Review
Janet Angelillo's *Writing About Reading: From Talk to Literary Essays,
Grades 3-8* (1st edition) is a seminal work for educators seeking to
cultivate a love of reading and robust writing skills in students from third
to eighth grade. This book offers a practical, step-by-step approach to
teaching literary analysis, transforming students from hesitant readers
into confident, articulate essay writers. This review will explore its key
features, pedagogical approach, practical applications, and overall value
for teachers and students alike.

A Framework for Literary Analysis: From
Discussion to Essay
Angelillo's methodology is built on a foundational belief in the power of
conversation. The book champions the importance of oral language
development as a crucial stepping stone to effective written expression.
Instead of jumping straight into formal essay writing, it emphasizes
collaborative discussions, think-pair-shares, and guided questioning
techniques to help students dissect texts and formulate their ideas. This
gradual progression from *talk to literary essays* is a key strength,
ensuring accessibility for diverse learners. Key components include:
developing reading comprehension, activating prior knowledge, using
graphic organizers, and constructing strong arguments supported by
textual evidence. The book provides numerous examples of classroom
activities that teachers can readily adapt and implement. This focus on
classroom discourse makes the transition to formal writing
significantly smoother.

Practical Applications and Implementation
Strategies for Educators
The book isn't just a theoretical text; it's a highly practical resource filled
with lesson plans, reproducible worksheets, and adaptable strategies.
Angelillo provides clear, concise instructions and numerous examples for
each stage of the writing process, from brainstorming and outlining to
drafting, revising, and editing. Teachers will find the book incredibly
user-friendly, with its clear structure and readily accessible tools. The
literary analysis strategies outlined are applicable across various
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genres and texts, making it a versatile resource for any classroom.

One particularly effective strategy Angelillo advocates for is the use of
graphic organizers. These visual aids help students structure their
thoughts, identify key themes, and organize evidence before beginning
the writing process. The book offers a variety of organizers, tailored to
different writing tasks and complexity levels, catering to diverse learning
styles and reading comprehension levels. This structured approach is
particularly beneficial for students who struggle with organizing their
ideas.

Analyzing Text and Crafting Arguments:
Key Strategies in the Book
The book doesn't shy away from the complexities of literary analysis.
Angelillo systematically introduces students to key concepts such as
theme, character development, plot structure, and point of view. She
provides practical strategies for analyzing these elements within texts,
encouraging students to move beyond simple summarization and engage
with the deeper meanings embedded within the narrative. The focus on
textual evidence is paramount – students are trained to find and
effectively use quotes and examples from the text to support their
claims.

Furthermore, the book emphasizes the importance of constructing well-
supported arguments. Angelillo guides students through the process of
formulating strong thesis statements, developing supporting paragraphs,
and crafting persuasive conclusions. This approach fosters critical
thinking and analytical skills, essential for success in academic writing
and beyond. The inclusion of models, samples, and examples of student
work further enhances the understanding and application of the
discussed strategies.

Strengths and Limitations of Angelillo's
Approach
*Writing About Reading* is undoubtedly a valuable tool for educators,
but it's not without its limitations. One potential drawback could be the
volume of material; teachers might need time to fully integrate all the
strategies into their curriculum. Furthermore, the book's focus on
traditional essay writing might not suit classrooms embracing more
diverse forms of writing. However, the adaptable nature of many
activities allows for adjustments to meet diverse teaching styles and
student needs. The strengths heavily outweigh the limitations, providing
teachers with a comprehensive and well-structured framework for
enhancing their students' literary analysis and writing abilities.

Conclusion: A Must-Have Resource for
Educators
Janet Angelillo’s *Writing About Reading: From Talk to Literary Essays,
Grades 3-8* is a highly recommended resource for elementary and
middle school teachers. Its emphasis on collaborative learning,
structured writing instruction, and the development of strong analytical
skills makes it a valuable tool for fostering a love of reading and
enhancing writing abilities. The book empowers students to become
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confident, articulate writers capable of engaging critically with
literature. By systematically bridging the gap between oral language and
formal writing, Angelillo provides educators with a practical and
effective pathway to developing the literacy skills essential for academic
success.

FAQ
Q1: Is this book suitable for all students in grades 3-8?

A1: While the book covers grades 3-8, its adaptable nature allows for
differentiation. Teachers can modify activities and complexity levels to
suit individual students' needs and reading levels. The scaffolding
approach ensures accessibility for diverse learners, from struggling
readers to advanced students.

Q2: How does this book address diverse learning styles?

A2: Angelillo incorporates various strategies to cater to different
learning styles. The use of graphic organizers, collaborative discussions,
and varied writing activities allows students to engage with the material
in ways that best suit their preferences. The book also provides multiple
examples and models which can be adapted and varied.

Q3: What types of texts does the book utilize for examples?

A3: The book utilizes a variety of texts, including fiction, nonfiction,
poetry, and drama, to demonstrate the application of the writing
strategies. This ensures that students develop transferable skills
applicable to various genres and text types.

Q4: Does the book provide assessment strategies?

A4: While not solely focused on assessment, the book implicitly suggests
formative assessment throughout the writing process through
observation of student participation in discussions and review of their
work. Teachers can readily adapt the activities to design summative
assessments aligned with their curriculum goals.

Q5: Can this book be used with a variety of curriculums?

A5: Yes, the book's principles and strategies are broadly applicable and
easily integrated into various curriculums. Its focus on foundational
literacy skills makes it a valuable supplement to any existing language
arts program.

Q6: What if I'm not comfortable with teaching literary analysis?

A6: The book provides a detailed, step-by-step guide, breaking down
complex concepts into manageable chunks. Its clear instructions and
abundant examples make it accessible even for teachers who may lack
extensive experience in teaching literary analysis.

Q7: How can I purchase this book?

A7: The book can typically be purchased through online retailers such as
Amazon or through educational supply stores. Checking with your
school's library or professional development resources may also be
beneficial.
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Q8: What makes this book different from other writing guides?

A8: The emphasis on oral language development as a precursor to
written expression sets it apart. Many writing guides focus solely on the
mechanics of writing. Angelillo’s approach fosters a deeper
understanding of the text and encourages critical thinking before
students begin the writing process.

Unlocking the Joy of Reading: An In-Depth Look at Janet Angelillo's
"From Talk to Literary Essays"

Janet Angelillo's "From Talk to Literary Essays: Grades 3-8" (1st Edition)
is a pivotal addition to the realm of elementary and middle school
language arts instruction. This captivating resource presents a functional
and stimulating framework for developing students' skills in literary
analysis and effective essay writing. Far from a inflexible manual, it's a
dynamic tool that enables educators to nurture a real love of literature in
their young learners. This article will investigate into the essence of
Angelillo's approach, highlighting its strengths and offering useful tips
for implementation.

The book's central premise is the progressive progression from oral
communication to formal written analysis. Angelillo acknowledges that
many students find it hard with the abstract nature of literary analysis.
Instead of directly presenting them into the challenging end, she
methodically establishes a solid foundation. The book initiates with
elementary oral activities that motivate students to talk about their
responses to literature. These conversations form the bedrock for later,
more complex written analyses.

Angelillo’s approach is remarkable for its stress on student-centered
education. The tasks are created to be collaborative, fostering discussion
and group instruction. The book provides a wealth of practical strategies
for differentiating instruction to satisfy the diverse requirements of
students at different levels.

One of the book's key strengths lies in its clear and accessible style. The
descriptions are concise yet thorough, making it straightforward for
teachers of all skill stages to grasp and implement the strategies
presented. The book is abundant with useful examples and models that
teachers can modify to suit their unique teaching demands.

Furthermore, the order of competencies is sensible and well-paced. It
gradually introduces more advanced concepts, developing upon
previously learned understanding. This organized approach assures that
students are properly equipped to tackle more challenging writing
projects.

Implementing Angelillo's structure in the classroom requires a
commitment to learner-centered practices. Teachers should emphasize
spoken expression and build a supportive setting where students feel
secure sharing their thoughts and interpretations. Utilizing the models
provided in the book can help students structure their essays effectively,
while the different tasks facilitate critical thinking and analytical
abilities.

In conclusion, Janet Angelillo's "From Talk to Literary Essays" is an
invaluable resource for educators seeking to improve their students'
literary analysis and essay writing abilities. Its functional methods,
straightforward explanations, and child-centered approach make it a
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effective instrument for fostering a love of literature and cultivating
confident and skilled young writers. The book's power lies not only in its
material but also in its ability to alter the method we instruct literary
analysis in the educational setting.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs):

1. Q: Is this book suitable for all levels within the 3rd to 8th grade
range? A: Yes, the book is designed to be adaptable. It offers a
progressive approach, meaning teachers can adjust activities and
assignments to suit the specific needs and abilities of students at various
levels within that grade range.

2. Q: What makes this book different from other writing
curricula? A: Its unique strength is the emphasis on bridging the gap
between oral discussion and written analysis. It systematically develops
students' analytical skills through engaging oral activities before
transitioning to formal essay writing.

3. Q: Does the book provide assessment tools? A: While not explicitly
providing formal assessments, the book offers numerous opportunities
for informal assessment through observation of student participation in
discussions and evaluation of their written work using provided
frameworks.

4. Q: Can this book be used effectively in a diverse learning
environment? A: Absolutely. The book emphasizes differentiated
instruction, providing multiple avenues for student participation and
offering strategies for adapting activities to meet the needs of diverse
learners.
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