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68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic
Skills: A Deep Dive into the 2009 US Army
Manual

The 2009 US Army paperback, *68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic Skills*, stands as a
cornerstone text for anyone seeking a comprehensive understanding of advanced medical
techniques within a combat environment. This manual, a detailed guide for 68W Combat
Medics, goes beyond basic first aid, delving into the critical skills necessary for survival and
patient care under extreme pressure. This article will explore its key features, benefits, and
lasting impact on military medical training. We will analyze its content, highlighting its
practical application and the enduring value it holds for military medical professionals and
enthusiasts interested in tactical medicine.

Understanding the Context: Combat Medic Training and
the 68W MOS

Before diving into the specifics of the manual, it's crucial to understand the role of a 68W
Combat Medic within the US Army. The 68W Military Occupational Specialty (MOS) requires
extensive training in providing emergency medical care in challenging, often life-threatening,
situations. This involves not only medical expertise but also a high level of tactical awareness
and field craft proficiency. The 2009 manual significantly advanced the training curriculum by
expanding upon established protocols and incorporating lessons learned from recent conflicts.
Keywords like *combat casualty care*, *tactical combat casualty care (TCCC)*, and *advanced
trauma life support (ATLS)* are central to understanding the scope of the 68W's
responsibilities, and all are thoroughly covered within the manual's pages.

Key Features and Content of the 68W Manual

The *68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic Skills* manual is not simply a list of procedures.
It presents a holistic approach to combat medical care, integrating medical knowledge with
battlefield realities. Key features include:

e Advanced Trauma Management: The manual provides detailed instructions on
managing various traumatic injuries, including penetrating wounds, burns, fractures, and
head injuries. It emphasizes rapid assessment, stabilization, and the application of
advanced life support techniques in austere environments.

» Tactical Considerations: A critical aspect is the integration of tactical considerations
into medical decision-making. Medics must understand the operational environment,
threat levels, and the need for self-preservation while providing care. This includes
techniques for casualty evacuation under fire and working effectively within a combat
team.

e Fieldcraft Skills: Beyond medical skills, the manual also covers essential fieldcraft skills
relevant to a combat medic, such as navigation, camouflage, concealment, and
communication. These are vital for survival and effective casualty evacuation.

e Leadership and Teamwork: The manual emphasizes the leadership role of the combat
medic, particularly in coordinating casualty evacuation and managing teams under
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stress. Effective teamwork and communication are key to successful outcomes.

» Specific Procedures and Techniques: The book details many specific procedures,
including the application of tourniquets, chest seals, and intravenous fluids. It also covers
pain management and the administration of medications.

Benefits and Practical Application of the Manual's
Knowledge

The benefits of studying the *68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic Skills* manual are
numerous. It provides:

e Improved Patient Outcomes: The detailed procedures and techniques outlined in the
manual contribute to improved patient survival rates and reduced morbidity.

e Enhanced Tactical Proficiency: The integration of tactical considerations strengthens
the medic's ability to operate effectively within a combat environment.

e Increased Confidence and Competence: The comprehensive nature of the manual
equips medics with the confidence and competence to handle a wide range of medical
emergencies.

e Valuable Resource for Training: It serves as an invaluable resource for training and
refreshing the knowledge and skills of combat medics.

Criticisms and Limitations (and Subsequent Updates)

While highly influential, the 2009 manual isn't without limitations. Tactical medicine is a
constantly evolving field; advancements in techniques and technology have necessitated
updates. Subsequent TCCC guidelines and other publications have refined certain procedures
and introduced new ones. For example, the use of junctional tourniquets and evolving
hemorrhage control techniques have been significantly developed since 2009. This highlights
the importance of continued professional development and staying current with the latest
medical advancements in the field.

Conclusion: Enduring Value and Relevance

Despite being published over a decade ago, the *68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic
Skills* manual retains significant value. Its comprehensive coverage of advanced trauma
management, tactical considerations, and fieldcraft skills provides a solid foundation for
combat medic training. While newer publications and evolving guidelines offer updates and
refinements, the core principles and many techniques remain highly relevant. The manual
continues to serve as a testament to the importance of thorough training and the crucial role of
the combat medic in ensuring the survival and well-being of soldiers on the battlefield. The
detailed information presented and practical application focus make it a valuable resource for
medical professionals, military historians, and anyone interested in the field of tactical
medicine.

FAQ

Q1: Is this manual still relevant today, given newer editions and advancements in
medical technology?

Al: While newer guidelines and techniques have emerged, the core principles and many
procedures detailed in the 2009 manual remain highly relevant. It provides a strong foundation
in advanced trauma management and fieldcraft skills. However, it's essential to supplement
this knowledge with the latest TCCC guidelines and ongoing professional development.

Q2: Who is the intended audience for this manual?

A2: The primary audience is US Army 68W Combat Medics. However, its comprehensive
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approach to tactical medicine also makes it valuable for other military medical personnel,
paramedics, EMTs, and anyone interested in learning about advanced medical care in
challenging environments.

Q3: Are there any specific chapters or sections particularly noteworthy?

A3: The chapters focusing on tactical considerations, casualty evacuation under fire, and the
detailed procedures for managing specific injuries (e.g., penetrating chest wounds, massive
hemorrhage) are particularly important and stand out for their practical applications.

Q4: Where can I obtain a copy of the 2009 manual?

A4: Finding physical copies of this specific 2009 edition might prove challenging. However, you
might find it through used booksellers online or potentially within military archives or libraries.
It is important to remember that seeking out the most up-to-date TCCC guidelines is
recommended for active practice.

Q5: Does the manual cover psychological aspects of combat medicine?

A5: While the primary focus is on the technical aspects of medical care, the manual implicitly
addresses the psychological pressures faced by combat medics through its emphasis on
teamwork, leadership, and effective stress management in high-pressure situations.

Q6: How does this manual compare to civilian EMT or paramedic training?

A6: While sharing some common ground in basic life support and trauma management, the
68W manual differs significantly by emphasizing tactical considerations, fieldcraft skills,
casualty evacuation under fire, and operating within a combat environment, aspects not
typically addressed in civilian EMS training.

Q7: Is the manual suitable for self-study?

A7: While the manual can be used for self-study, it's crucial to remember it is not a substitute
for formal medical training. The information presented requires a solid background in medical
knowledge and should be complemented by professional instruction and hands-on practice.

Q8: What are the future implications of the knowledge presented in the 2009 manual?

A8: The core principles of advanced trauma management and the integration of tactical
considerations will continue to be relevant in military and civilian emergency medical settings.
However, future iterations of this type of training must adapt to emerging technologies,
evolving battlefield conditions, and new medical advancements in trauma care.

Delving into the Depths of Combat Medicine: A Look at
"68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic Skills 1st First
by United States Army 2009 Paperback"

The period 2009 saw the release of a pivotal resource for aspiring and working combat medics:
"68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic Skills 1st First by United States Army 2009
Paperback." This textbook wasn't just another addition to military literature; it represented a
significant leap in codifying and sharing the advanced skills required for survival and treatment
on the frontlines. This exploration delves into the core of this influential publication, analyzing
its effect and relevance even today.

The book is structured to deliver a thorough overview of the advanced skills expected of a 68W
Combat Medic within the United States Army. Unlike basic training manuals, this resource
centers on practical application of medical knowledge within the difficult setting of combat.
This means less conceptual discussions and more hands-on techniques, strategies, and
problem-solving processes.
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One of the key benefits of the manual lies in its focus on integrating medical skills with tactical
awareness. This is not simply a compilation of healthcare procedures; it shows how to
successfully utilize those procedures under hostile conditions, navigating challenging terrains
and evading harm. Examples range from performing critical interventions while under strain,
to dealing with casualties in shifting combat situations.

The manual's range of topics is broad, encompassing areas such as: sophisticated trauma
treatment; tactical surgical techniques; injured person evacuation procedures; coordination
with other armed forces units; and the essential part of the combat medic in combat missions.
The vocabulary employed is clear, omitting technical terms where possible, making certain
accessibility for a broad spectrum of readers.

Furthermore, the manual highlights the significance of continuous training and competence. It
fails to simply display information; it encourages active engagement and thoughtful
consideration. This strategy is especially crucial in a field where well-being are directly at
hazard.

The influence of "68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic Skills 1st First by United States
Army 2009 Paperback" extends beyond its initial appearance. It acts as a basis for subsequent
educational resources, and its tenets remain extremely applicable in modern combat
healthcare. While techniques may have evolved since 2009, the underlying concepts of military
health, stressed within the manual, continue to inform the education and practice of combat
medics internationally.

In conclusion, "68W Advanced Field Craft Combat Medic Skills 1st First by United States Army
2009 Paperback" remains a important resource for anyone interested in the area of combat
medicine. Its concentration on hands-on application, blending of medical and tactical skills, and
stimulation of continuous learning make it a permanent supplement to military writings.

Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs)
Q1: Is this book suitable for civilians interested in emergency medical care?

Al: While the book focuses on combat scenarios, many of the skills and techniques discussed
are transferable to civilian emergency medical situations. However, it's crucial to understand
the context and focus on supplementing, not replacing, formal civilian EMT or paramedic
training.

Q2: Is the information in the book still current?

A2: While some specific technologies and procedures may have advanced, the core principles
and many of the techniques remain relevant. The book provides a solid foundation in
fundamental combat medical skills.

Q3: Where can I find a copy of this book?

A3: Due to its age and limited commercial distribution, finding this specific paperback might
require searching online used bookstores or military surplus retailers.

Q4: Is the book highly technical and difficult to understand?

A4: While dealing with advanced topics, the book strives for clarity and avoids excessive
jargon, making it relatively accessible to those with a basic understanding of medical
terminology and military operations.
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